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He was on No. 3 X.T4Se Course at (Bradfield Rurk and troined in

Australia st Parkes and Fort Pirie. He left in Decasber 42 on the "Nestor"
travelling via the Cape to the United Ringdom end arviving in ipril 43, From
Bownemouth he went to 16 04TaUs Upper Heyford then to 1660 Conversion Unit at
Swinderby then to 619 Lancaster squadron on August 23

King flew with five different crews in alls Fowr of theet went
missing when he was not with thaa, King Les baded Berlin nine times, Honover
twioe, iunioh e}’i‘a, Stuttgart, Arenkfurt, Leipslg, lammhedm, Huresburg, Tours,
Oslo, Toulouse, Aschen, 1ailly == he has fiown 30 sorties in all.

Heé had his first combat with eneuy sdvoraft on the Hanover raid
in Septeauber lasi yoar when the Lemcastor in which he was reer gumer was attacked
on the way into the terget by & Ju.88 and a coptured Lancaster, "We were just
running into the target when the flight engineer reported o Ju.88 coming up from
the starboard quarter sbout 800 yards off” he seids "At 60O yards the midumer
gunner and I opened fire. A mimute later a lanc, dived on us from dead astern
and above,"

King says that over the target centre it was as clear as daylight
eand their bamber must have been clearly silhoustted aguinst the fives. “ve
couldn't have been misteken for anything but o Lamcester” he said, "Aleo, the
bomb aimer was firing from the fromt guns of the other Lanc, and if it hal been
ours he would have been getting the beud sight readys The Lanc, came right in
to 150 yards and he gave me & full belly shot, I just let him have it then end
raked hin right along. The wireless operetor saw him go into & dive and disappear
fromview,"

Ring's bouber wae hit in the port engine and the resr turret by the
fire from the captured aivorafy, 7 machine gun bullsts passing over King's right
shoulder just by his right eye end 2 in the plat in the tadl,

After the Lancagter went domm the Ju.88 made two move dumy attacks snd
the British gunners opened up when he came within range, After the second atteck
however, he broke away and dissppesred from view. King estimates they scored
several hits. The Lancaster went on and bombed successfullys

Three other crews from the sguadron reported attacks by lancasters

that night.







The sortie King remsubers most vividly wes the raid on Stuttgeart
on March 15 of this year following which he was awarded the inmediate D.F.M, and
his captein F/Lts Ke Roberts, ReA.A.F. the imediate D.F.C. fo was flying with
Roberts for the first time.

The Lancaster was running in on the edge of the target when the
wireless operator reparted something ccming in fast, about 1800 yards off on the
port quarter. °It closed in very fast, the wireless operator gave us ranges all
the time and at ebout 800 yards range I saw it" King said, "It was a Ju.88. He
and I both opened fire simultancously but after ebout a hunired and fifty rounds
three of my guns packed up."

As King's guns seized the midupper turret failed completely, The
midupper gunner hed only just opened fire and had got in sbout twenty rounds, The
Junkers continued to close in and camnon shell ripped the Lancaster's fuselage under
‘the midupper turret. King continued to fight the fighter off with his one remaining
gun and at 300 yards it broke eway,

There was a brief pause then the enegy ceme in again from the port
quarter down. King was still struggling to get his three guns going. "I saw
him when he was sbout 500 yards off and opened fire with ny one gn" he said,

"I got in two or three short bursts and that packed up too",

When the Junkers pilot saw no sign of life fram either of the Lancasters’
turrets he closed right in to sbout 100 yards off and thwottled back and followed
the bomber round ag it corkscrewed thwough the sky.

A burst of cammon shot the bombers port fin and rudder awey end half
the tail plane was emashed clean off, Shrapmel holed the rear turret ripping past
King's head so close t-hAAt 4% tore his helmet. The fighter remained on the bouber's
tail for four :x:il‘au mtel-

"He was just sitting there about a umdred yards off shooting et us .

)
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&m—ln menaged to get one gun going and I let him have it" King sadd, "I must

have hit him straight eway, I caw my fire run along the port wing from the
cockpit o the petrol tank. Then he blew w, He spun down out of control and in
a mass of flames, Iie must have been a lowsy shot®,

By then the Lancaster was right over the target and the crew opened
the bomb doors and baubed, Then they started on the difficult trip home,

eIt must have been hell on the pilot trying to hold her stesdy with
half the teil plane gone and only one fin® King said, “She wes skidding end




dropping all over the skys The aidpper did & marvellous job applying opposite
rudder and opposite dank ell the way home. When got to base he wade a wisard
landing the st he ever made", Roberts was so stiff when thay got down that the
erew had to massage hia to ut of his 1 and axmse

King completed twelve iore sorties with Roberts then he was soreeneds

Roberts failed to retwn from & sortie on Delay. King had three other combats ==

with an Fols 190 over inwmdeh, with a Ju.88 over Leipaig ard with & Ju.88 over

Berlin,
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THIS SIGNAL IS MY PL 531 P DATED 6th Aprils ;
FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE AWARDS WILL BE GAZETTED 1lth April,

‘ Copy of Citation of Award of D.F.C.
80 . L * " D.JF.M.

Pilot Officer Kimberley ROBERTS (415358) No. 619 Squedron.

Aus. L21 Flight Sergeant Gilbert Charles KING. No. 619 Squedmn.
This officer and airman were pilot and rear gunner respectively of an
aircraft detailed to attack Stuttgert gone night in Mereh, 1944 . Whilst
over the target area, Sergeant King reported an ememy aircraft closing
in to attack. P/O Roberts took the necessary evading action but the
bomber was hit by the enemy's bullets and sustained damege. Even so,
he cleverly manoceuvred to & position from which Sergeant King was able
to engage the enemy. Following a well placed burst of fire from his
guns, the ememy aircraft was seen to dive towards the ground, out of
control end with ite engines on firé. P/O Roberts then completed his
bombing run &nd afterwards flew the demaged aircraft to base. This
officer and sirmen displayed commendeble skill, courage and coolness.




