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Alr Force, MELBOURNE
AL, 138 13/10/42

Implicit faith in British Lancaster bomber w
Pilot Officer R..

15 expressed by AUSL02953
.Wiigeman of Wee Waa I, who has just concluded tour

operations which includes 19 trips as captain in Lancaster. Quote they

are wonderful he said. I reckon that if youre reasonably careful in

Lancaster and have bit luck nothing will get you unquote, ¥

lucky in his Lancaster. Never had come ba g

engine power, Aireraft not holed once. In first three Weeks September

did 11 operations including raid on Munich which deseribes as particularly
in

successful, Flew with Australian bombe a: AUSLO7504 Flight Sergeant
L.H.Lawton of Renmark south Australia and Australian rear gunner AUSLOSILS
sergeant N.G.MacDonald of scone N.S.W. Wiseman did nine raids on Hampdens
and several on Manchesters before transferred to Lencasters. Only once did
he have what he describes as quote really ropey trip = unquote. This was
coming back from Essen in a Hampden. Heavy flak burst close to the aircraft
blowing shrapnel into the engine and shattering observer's perspex. One
motor cut and Wiseman dived to get speed and engine started wp again. Evante
uslly made base with §,0.8. fix. quote we were shot at all the way home Wisema
saids At times I didn't think weld make it, unquotes He flew in sguadron in
Which first Australien air award of war won by Flying Officer (now squadron
leader) D.J.French of Melbourne for attack Germsn cruiser near Bergen, Other
Austrelians in the R.A.F. Who won D.F.C's with the @quadron were Flyi:
Officer G.R.Taylor and Pilot Officer P.B.Moore of Victorie who has since
become flight commenders Number of Australians has grown steadily until it
has now reached around 50 per cent.
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