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- 184/23/Air

AIR FORCE MELBOURKE
FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS BREAK”

PTLOT OFFICER A.L. LEWIS (AUST/4O6166) A WEST AUSTRALIAN SERVING WITH A
NOTED BRITISH SPITFIRE SQUADRON SHARES WITH THREE R.A.F, PILOTS THE
DISTINCTION OF HAVING DESTROYED TWO HEINKEL SEAPLANES. BREAK

FLYING TOWARDS THE NORTH COAST OF FRANCE, PILOT OFFICER LEWIS OBSERVED THE
TWD NAZI SEAPLANES FLYING IN FORMATION.HE COMMUNICATED WITH THE REST OF THE
FLIGHT, CLIMBED ABOVE THE HEINKELS AND LAUNCHED A HEAD ON ATTACK. THE R.A.J
PILOTS FOLLOWED IN SUCCESSION, THE FIRST HEINKEL TO BE ENGAGED SHOOK
VIOLENTLY BEFORE THE FIERCE FIRE OF THE SPITFIRES, SOMERSUALTED THREE TIMES
AND CRASHED., DESPITE VILENT EVASIVE ACTION, THE SECOND NAZI AIRCRAFT WAS
HIT IN MANY PLACES AND DIVED INTO THE SEA, BREAK.

IN A HEDGE HOPPING SHOOTING UP RAID OVER OCCUPIED FRANCE, FLIGHT LIEUTENANT
THORDLD SMITH, SYDNEY, AND SERGEANT L.R.WILLIAMS (AUST/L4026%5) OF NEW
SOUTH WALES, BOTH PILOTS OF THE FAMOUS R.A.A.F., SPITFIRE SQUADRON BEAT UP A

LARGE WORKS CAUSING CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE.

Sgdo

W.B.TART,
Squadren Leader,
SENIOR OFFICER PUBLIC RELAT! ONS
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" FINUCANE HIT
IN AIR FIGHT

LIFE SAVED BY A
FELLOW PILOT

Sqdn. Ldr. Brendan—* Paddy |
—Finucane, the 21-year-old Sp1t-~
fire pilot who won the D.S.O.!
and D.F.C. with two bars while|
leading an Australian squadron|
in the Battle of Britain, was|
wounded in a fight over the|
Channel yesterday. !
He returned safely to his own
aerodrome, however, and is now|
in hospital. |
At the time of the engagement |
Sqdn. Ldr. Finucane was flying in
company with an Australian, Pilot
Off. Richard Lewis, who, states the
Air Ministry, possibly saved his life.
After the two Spitfire pilots had
attacked a ship near Dumkirk they
were engaged in a head-on attack by
two F.W. 190s. The squadron leader
was wounded in the leg and thigh.
Over the radio-telephone he gave
his companion the order to go home, |
but knowing that he had been
wounded, Pilot Off. Lewis took up a
guarding position a little behind and
below his leader.

NAZI SHOT DOWN

The pilots of the German aircraft,
realising that one Spitfire had been
hit, gave chase. At least six times
during the journey back Pilot Off.
Lewis turned to beat off attacks, and
he had the satisfaction of seeing one
of the F.W. 190s crash into the sea.

Twice Sqdn. Ldr. Finucane turned
to rejoin the fight, and by the time
they reached the English coast he
was weak from his wounds. His
home base had been told of the fight
and an ambulance was waiting in
case he crashed on landing.

One of his companions said: “ He
made a perfect landing and he
actually taxied up to ‘dispersal’
before he ¢ blacked out.” He was con-
scious again when we lifted him out
of the cockpit, but he was obviously
in great pain.

«“Tt is probable that the second
F.W. 190 was damaged, so or the
whole it is a pretty fine effort that
the squadron leader and the Austra-
lian put up.”

Sadn. Ldr. Finucane has shot down
21 enemy aircraft. His parents live
at Richmond, Surrey. His 19-year-
old brother is an air-gunner.
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AIR FORCE MELBOURNE
Adie 985 21/2/42

FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS BREAK.,
QUOTE HULLO I THOUGHT THAT SOME COF YOU BLOKES WOULD BE COMING OVER HERE
UNQUOTE BREAXK
THIS WAS THE GREETING SQUADRON LEADER PADDY FINUCAWE GAVE HIS TWO FLIGHT
COMUANDERS AND PILOT OFFICER R. LEWIS, HIS AUSTRALIAN COMRADE,

EN THEY VISITED HIM IN HOSPITAL. LEWIS WHCOSE HOME 1S

USTRALIA, WAS THE PILOI WHO GUARDED THE WOUNDLD SQUADRON LEADER'S AIRCRAFT
AS THE SPETFIRES WERE CHASED ACROS3S THE CHANNEL BY TWO FW190's. IT WAS
LEWIS' FIRE WHICH PROBABLY DESTROYED THE GERMAN FIQHTER WHICH CRASHED INTO

GEA BUT IT WAS ESTABLISHED TODAY THAT 8¢ EADER FINUCANE DAMAGED

ONE OF THE GERMAIT PIGHTERS IN THE EARLY ST ¥ Tiii FIGHT DEFORE HE WAS
WOUNDED, BREAK.
QUOTE HE WAS JUST THE SAME OED PADDY WHEN Wi SAW
'ODAY HE WAS IN BED OFINCOURSE AND WAS UBVIQUSLY SUFFERING SOME PAIN,., BUT
THEY TOLD US HE WOULD BE UP IN ABDUT A WEEK AND AS FAR AS I CAN DISCOVER IT
VAS NOT A BULLET WHICH WOUNDED HIM BUT PIECES OF HIS AIRCRAFT WHICH WERE
KNOCKED OFF BY THE FOCKE WULF'S FIRE, WE ONLY HAD A FEW MINUTES TOGETHER

BEFORE TH: DOCTOR ASKED US TO LEAVE, BUT PADDY WAS NOT ONE LITTLE BIT
DISHMAYED THAT HE HAD BEEN WOUNDED IN THE AIR FOR THE PFIRST TIME, INDEED HE
GAVE ME THE IMPRESSION THAT IS VERY ANXIOUS TO GIVE THE 190's A BIT OF
THEIR OWN BACK WHEN HE IS WELL ENOUGH TO FLY AGAIN., IT WAS IN T./E SECOND
HEAD ON ATTACK THAT HE WAS WOUNDED BUT HE HAD THE SATISFACTION OF SEEING
PIECES OF HUN AIRCRAFT FLY OFF UNDER HIS OWN FIRE., IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE HOWEVER
TO SAY WHETHER IT WAS THIS HUN WHICH CRASHED INTO THE CHANNEL AS WE
FLYING HOME.UNQUOTE.

(sgd)
E.G KNOXOKNIGHT,

Wing Commander, for
Air Commodore,

AIR OFFICER COMMANDING
AR ORIGLER COMIAND LNG
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He guarded
‘Paddy’s’ |
pdlane home|

“}. Pilot Officer Richard Lewis.
b

“Hello blokes’ says
wounded Finucane

QUADRON LEADER “PADDY” FINUCANE, lying in
A hospital with his first wounds received in the air, was
visited by his two flight commanders and Pilot Officer R.
Lewis, his Australian comrade.

This was Finucane’s greeting : “Hello. I thought somg
of you blokes would be coming here.”

It was Pilot Officer Lewis who guarded Finutane’s plang
as the Spitfires were chased across the Channel on Frida
by two Focke-Wulf 190s—turning at least six times to beaf
| off attacks. And it was Lewis’s fire which probably de
stroved the German fighter that crashed into the sea.

] It was established yesterday that Finucane damaged
i German fighter before he was wounded.
“He was just the same old
‘Paddy’ when we saw him in
shospital,” said Lewis. *They
told us that he would be up in

about a week, and as far as I
could discover it was not a|
Ffoullet that wounded him, but|
pieces of his aireraft which|
were knocked off by the Focke-|
{Wulf fire’ '
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