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was flown safely to base. Flight Lieutenan
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Copy of Citation of A'arﬁ of D.F.C. Sfomua.
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. Actin Lieutenant Phillip Jemes GOFFEY,D.Polle (401907) 5w 460 (Reis ieFs)
’ sﬂ% ; ok & 5

This officer has participated in attacks against many strongly defended Cemrman targets,
including Berlin, Aachen, Kiel, Frankfurt and Essen. At all times his work has been
outstanding in its preecision and skill. Whilst attacking the Synthetic 0il Plant

at Wanne=Eikel, in November, 1944, hiz captain was wounded. In the emergency Flight
Liesutenant Coffey assumed captaincy of the aireraft. The bombs were released
accurately and the aireraft was flown safely to base.s Flight Lieutenant Coffey's
outstanding initiative and courage, ensured the success of the mission.
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'With their aircraft hit and pilot badly wounded in.the face by flak, the g7/

s /sy
crew »if an R.A.A.F, Lancaster, recently demonstrated the efficiency and courage which — em——
males our bombers such 2 great factor in the winning of this war.

F/Lt. J.COFFEY 401907 D.F.ML. of MENTOME,¥¥c.,imediately assuned captaincy of
the aircraft, as, having almost completed his second tour of operations, he was the
Lrew .
most experienced member of the crew., This shew a double responsibility on his

shoulders and added to the strain of navigation, a difficult enough job at any time and

more so in this case, as COFFEY had taken the place of the usual navigator at the last
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minute and had had only 3 hours sleep the night before this daylight operation, for
v.vhich,a'x.s squadron navigation leader, he had spent hours planning.

"We dropped our bombs on the south of the town," said COFFEY",and the air-bomber
took the place of the pilot who losing blood rapidly was helped from his seat and given
first aid by the W/Op".

Being at 20,000 feet they decided to descentl; so as to be able to remove
Pilot's oxygen mask and give him b‘etter attention., Thick cloud and icing conditions
prevented this and they had to regain height, setting course for the nearest 'drome at
17,000 feet.

At the French coast they had to descend through this cloud for England..

"Our pilot, though weak from loss of" blood?insisted on getting vp and seeing
the position for himself" sgid COFFEY "bul the bomb-aimer, despite the icing up of some of
the instruments, broughfus on a stgady course to the emergency %". " Here the
pilot took ove;c' and made 5 successful landing with the crew in crash positions"

The pilot was immediately rushed to ho’sp:’r;‘tal.

When interrogated the crew gere full of praise for the courage of the pilot,
the skill of t]fé'-ﬁ?ﬁf E’landling the aircraft and the calm methodical manner in which
the navigat:‘or assumed captaincy, but as COFFEY points out it was crew cooperation as

a2 whole, with no pafdic or even unnecessary questions, that made the performance possible.
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gorrRy Wane Lokl Qfifect.
With their aircraft hit and pilot badly wounded in the face by flak, the

erew of an R.A.A.F, Lancaster, recently demonstrated the efficiency and courage which
makes our bombers such & great factor in the wimming of this war,

F/Lt. P.J.COFFEY 401907 D.F.M. of MENTOME,¥#o,,immediately assumed captaincy of
the aircraft, as, having almost completed his second tour of operations, he was the
most experienced member of the crew. m.sﬂ’:(o‘admblerespomibmtymhis.
shoulders and added to the strain of navigation, a difficult enough job at any time and
more so in this case, as COFFEY had taken the place of the usual navigator at the last
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mimi.® and had had only 3 hours sleep the night before this dayligiat operation, for
which, as squadron nevigetion leader, he had spent hours planning. '
’ (4931,(53 W'ﬁ L.MNM)

"We dropped our bombs on the south of the town," said COFFEY",and the air-bomber 4
: (Hoqu3s Flo E.COwe=)
took the place of the pilot Awho losing blood rapidly was helped from his seat and given
first aid by the W/Op".

Being at 20,000 feet they decided to descentl, so as to be sble o remove He
pilot's oxygen mask and give him better attention. Thick cloud and icing conditions
prevented this and they had to regain height, setting course for the nearest 'drome at
17,000 feet.

At the French coast they had %o descend through this cloud for England.

"Qur pilot, though weak from loss of blood insisted on getting up and seeing
the position for himself" said COFFEY "bul the bomb-aimer, despite the ici‘Pg up of some of
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the instruments, broughus on a stfady course %o the emergency & . " Here the
pilot took over and mede a successful landing with the crew in crash positions"

The pilot was immediately rushed to hospital.

When interrogated the crew §ere full of praise for the courage of the pilot,
the skill of the%{mfn%andling the aircraft and the calm methodical manmer in which
the navigator assumed captaincy, but as COFFEY points out it was crew cooperation as.

2 whole, with no pafiic or even unnecessary questions, that made the performance possible.
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Auss 401907 Flisht Sergmeant Phillip Jamoes CO oyal Australi?/ﬁx_jr Forg,“"‘ A
Noa. 103 Squedrons Flight Sergeant Coffey has taken part in numorous operaticnal
sorties, the majority of which have boen against the encny!s nmost heavily defended
targets, including 3 against Berlin. An outstandingly successful navigator, his
presence of mind and skill whon face to face with the cnamy have becn largely
responsiblo for the succosses attained by his crews it all times this aimen's
keanness, efficiency and finc fighting spirit have beecn most praiscworthye






