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HISTORY OF NO. 453 SQUADRON, ReAsAFe

18th June, 1942 to 3lst March, 19

The Squadron started to f xtion, Drem,
adron Leader iorello being its Comuanding O

Officer and Airman pilots of the Squadron at this time

Aus. 403046 Sgte ford and Aus. 405519 Sgte
ong the xu‘st %o join the wilt, Aus, 411059 P
Aus, 405117 P/0. R.H. Ewins and Aus. 416070 Sgte
foundation neubers.
o5, flying per
°t, Ads, Mu
Aus, “r 35 B/0.
Sgte furlong,
Nossiter, Aus,
e Cosier, also F/I

J’UI' 26th, 1942, Plying somuenced on a limited scale owing to the
of

s of aircraft, shortage of equipment end shortag

dron started to provide reedincss sections.

JULY 15th, 192
1se only half '

n x the strength,

of ,/Lt. Cocl » Squadron was ded, F/Lt. Cock tak: Com

of Flight end F/Lt. Hill becoming Flight Commander of "B' i‘li/,m:.

JULY 25th, 1942, O ell-Colquhoun, British, was posted to
Flight,

Squadron and took over "A'

uffered its first casualty when
as killed, The occu

/Ls Cock, D,7,C, once more took over the C

AUGUST bth, 1942,

pus. 405111

AUGUST 8th, 1942,
Sir. V. Sholto Do

ST_12th,
wo sections
sade with t
by a JU.88 which dropp ) b 3 casualties,

The visit was
er of

number




AUGUST 21st, 19142, P/0, Sobiecki and Sgt. De Cosier took off to chase
an unidentified aireraft but no trace of the aircraft could be found,

AU«U ST iEbL 1942, Another fatal accident occurred today when Aus, 416291
le's aircraft dived to earth from 20,000 f gt. Steel
igbe Leith to practice dog fightin

ER_Sth, 1942, dron Leads forello married in london.
During his absence Harrison took over comm

aircraft were sent up to intercept a bandit
ch turned cut 3o be a Blenhein,

‘avewell perty was held in Officers iess as
t day, Silver tankard presented
1942,  The
Toft Drem for lornokirch, taking with
The rear party travelled to
QCITOBER 2nd, 1942 Pilots and other officers together
aireraft left for Southend to take part in "Aflame" op
S The Squadron 4id its first sweep - eleven aircraft

taking part,  Route: - pres-Dunkirk.  There were no
engsgenents with enemy

OCTOBER 6th, 1942, SWEEP to Boulogne-Dieppe-Cap Gris iez, 19 aircraft
taking part. The Squadron was not engageds
OCTOBER 9th, 1942,  Squadron returned to Hornchurch,
OCTOBER 11th, 1942, L_SWIEP was carried out with eleven aircraf
..aksm part. — On the homeward Jjourney our aircraft were follos

#1908 which did not attack. t and e

gy Gollided with each other and both were repo:

believed killed,"

OCTOBER 12th, 1943, cr&?t took off to escort

Whirlwinds to attac

attack
10 cloud

2 e
Mtem\,ry. $ 04811 “a e ey aanaged to bale out

and was picke: from his dinghy 4 2 &.5.R, launch the next day.

A 411400 Sgte eds

J/Lt. atten posted to command the Squadron.
posting,

St. Omer with eleven reraft of the
Squadron taking parte

NOVEMBER 8th, 1943, SWEEP to Felixstowe-Sunkirk-Gravelines with 12 aircraft
teking part.

Aus, 407662 F/Lt. Barclay is now Flight Commander of "A" Flight,




NOVEMBER 19th, 1 Intended RHUBAR
Aircreft arrived at Knocke instead of
defences did not attack.

two aircraftwas not carried out.
enburgh and owing to the heavy

NOVEMBER 2lth, 1912 Alrcraft, pilots and half the ground personnel
moved to lartleshem for an Air Firing course.
DECEMBER 1st-6th, 1942, Squedron still at Martlesham,

th, 1942, Squadron moved to Southend,

to Calais-Cap Gris

h, 1942,
% N freraft were engageds

lez with twelve aircraft
© ener

19h2,
in the area

ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPPING, ing Reconnaissance
of Blankenbarg and Flushing, si ked 4 merchant
one of which was left on fire, 2823 F/Lt. Yarra and

1se 405575 P/0. De Cosier were shot into the sea and have been reported
'missing believed k: '

s with twelve aircraft
aircraft.

ned safely,

Y 2nd, 1943,

{0 eneuy airc

elve aircraft taking pert.
"aft or flak were

JANUARY 9th, 1943, o

aircraft tak

er with eleven air ng part.
'/Lts Andrews & t was holed

arily took ove

RY_19th, 1943, s been very bad and
is just 28 vell as a nuuber of pilots ave

eathe: ot fit for flying,

> X in hospitel with feve
colds.

I ARY 3rd, 1943,  CIROUS in the mBrning escorting Venturas to Cambraie
Thirteen aircraft took part.

CIRCUS in the afternoon escorting Venturas to Abbeville, Twelve
aircraft took part.

nadron Leader Ratten returned and once more toock over command of the

Aus. 411059 B/0, match

ces. The s won 8-5,

ornley took part in football
Zealand Combined Servi

EBRUARY. 9th, 1943 Dornier 217 passed over the aerodrom /s
00d was machine gunned, but not hit, while cycling to the Serg

eants Messe
ECIAL SHIPPTING &
Ostend, Flushing,
was experienced s

i I ICE_ was carried out b,
st Kapelle, Zeebrugge
valuable

¥ two aircraft over
enburg.,  Intense flak

and Blank
brought backe

ARY 15th, 19143, ESCORT, Eleven aircraft escorted bombers to
returned safely

EBRUARY 16th, 1043,  SWEEP to Dunkirk-St. Oser-Boulogne,  Eleven
airoraft took parte adron was not engageds




thy 1943, ESCORT, [Eleven aircraft escorted bombers over
to thick cloud tar, could not be seen so bombers and escort

g day, the Squadron

escort boubers

taking
0

uiroraft took off

tions no bombs were dropped.
off to escort bombers. Boubs were
but all our aircraft returned safely.

rt bombers to

Dunkirk,
but 21l our aircraft

FEBRUARY mbers
to Dunkirk,

o aircraft c:

ives were

of Harch, flyi
reathor conditionse
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June,
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1 /0. W.H. NEWNHAM care to vi

the fdjutant will
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History of No. 453 Squadron (contd),

JUNE Lst, 1943,
Mallory, KaCeBs, D

Trafford Leigh

//Cdrs Ratten received his DyF.C,

QUBAT,  Eleven adreraft took part in a Rodeo ¢
asebrouck «)AJ ardelot, The Squadron encoun
venty-one eircrafts 05 Bwins and F/0, 1
no clains were made, Yorath received
landed at Aveley after

JUHE bth, 1943, ROTFD =
operation over irance.

led the wing, destroyed ene

All our aireraft retumed safely.

party was hold in tomn to celebrate V/Gdr, Rattens D,,C,
dostroyed in the moraing,

« Lloyd-Dumas of the "Adelaide idvertiser”
Sydney Sun' visited the Squadrons

JUE 10th, 19L3, RAGOD,  Fleven airereft carried out a Ramrod
operation over France, Enemy aircreft were seen but not engaged,  All our
adrcraft returmed safely.

Lt L1th, 1943, Elsven airora’t carried out a Remrod operation

Prence, Mo @ eqy R et b all returned safely to base,

JUNE 12%h, 1043, g Eleven aircraf't ried out another od
operation over Fr

WG A3¢h, 1943, SIT, §/1ar, Pagme, who has just arrived from
ustrolia, visited the Siusdrone

RAMROD, In the me
RAUROD,
over France, acting as high cover to b

RAGOD,  Eleven airéraft took part in
Prence in the afterncons All returned safolys

JUNE 156, 1943, RAMO even aireraft took part in a Remred
operation over Prance, acting as Second Flight cover to Fortvesses,
io incident,

JWE 17¢h, 19,3,  GIROUS, Twelve aircraft took part in a Circus
operation over France, wy flak was experienced but all our aiveraft
returned safely,

BODEO - COMBAT, In the afterncon eleven aircraft took part in a
Rodeo operation over France, ron ki /: 90s snd
/1 Andrews clains one probebly des

all our aircraft returned safelys

ERSAR party vas held on the Station to celebrate
st anniversary of ths Squadron. y art from ReAvA.F, Overseas
rters attended,

.. CINCUS, Ten & £t took part in a Circus operation
fo incidente
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juson claimed one

uadron moved to Ibsley and no:
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184/114/Aix/15117,

20/9/k3e

The Secretary,
Department of Air,
Victoria Barracks,
Melbourne, Australia

HISTORICAL RECORDS

No, 453 Squadron : R

Further to this Headquarters' letter

184/114/4ix/11977, dated 12/5/43,

2. Attached is brief history of No. 453 Squadron,
i

R.A.A.F, for the month of August, 1943, compiled
from the Operations Records Books,

3 Please acknowledge receipt.

(W.B. TART)
uadron Leader, for
Air Vice Marshal,
AIR OFFICER COMMAN. DJ >

G.

Sa
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Melbourne, sustralia,
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23/11/43.

The Sgeretary,
Department of Air,
Victoria Barracks,
Melbourne, Australia,

HISTORICAL RECORBS

No. 453 Squadron :R, P,

Further to this Headquarters® letter
184/11%/ 44711977,

Attached is brief history of No. 45
Squadron,R, 4, 4,F, for the month of Qctober, 1943,
compiled from the QOperations Records Books.

3 Please acknowledge receipt,







453 Squadron History (contd).

NOVEMBER, 1943,

NOVEMBER 9th, 1943, oday Aus, 403000 F/0, HcDade, Aus. 41262k
0. cmu,e, Aus, 412688 ¥/0, Quinn and F/0. uMm» ole, the
Intelligence Officer, visited hown bmarine

OVEMBER 10th U»LZ. 3 from the submarine
isited the hor 2

ER 16th, 1 D The non-immediate aw: >f the
Distinguishe: ying Gro 107662 Act iron Leader
K.i. Barclay, was gasetted today,

During the month patrols were cerried out
from Skeabrae and Sumburgh without incident.

Total mumber of sorties, hours and mileage complete:
the Squadron up t0 30.11.43
Sorties 2,947
Hours 3,790

tloage 947,50

Eneny aircraft destroyed 7,







No. 453
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184/11%/

e Secretary,
artment of Air,
Barracks,
ustralia,

HISTORICAL KECORDS

NO. 453 SQUADRON :

Further to this Headquarters letter
114/ Adx/11977.

Attached is a brief history of No. 453
iadron, R,A.A.F, for Jemuary, 194k, compiled
from the Operations Records Books, and

2011 dated lst. December, 1943.

3e Fleane acknowledge receipt.
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nonth uneventf

» the night
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. Catclipole, the Intellige
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tatistics from formation up to 3l.l.
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Eistory of No. Sguadron (contd.)

February ﬁrd, 194k o A practice move was made by the Airfield, end
watched by Air Mershel Coningham. Approximately 160 vehicles stretched
for over 5 miles.

February Lth, 10 The Squedron returned to Detling from Hutton
Cranswick by roed ard air.

Februery 10th, 1944 YISt $/14r. T.E. Hilton, Liaison, Officer,
visited the Squadron.

Februery 11th, 1944, RAMROD The Squadrons first operation
with Spitfires DX B. Twelve aircraft provided excort cover to 72
Marauders ettacking Amiens. ! All returned sefely.

Februery by 1044, RAMROD. Eleven aircraft took off to provide
escort to 72 Merauders bamb: targets in Northern France. Four aircraft
returned early with tenk trouble.

February 15th, 1944, RAMROD. Two Ramrod operations were carried
out todey. In the first, eleven aireraft provided flight cover to
Liberators, and in the second, twelve aircraft flew as close escort to
72 Verauders. DBoth operations were on targets on Northern France.
Al]l aireraft returned safely.

Februsry 20th, 194i.  RAMRODS. Another two Remrod operations were
carried out today. In the morning ten Spitfires acted es close escort
to 72 Merauders attacking airfielde in Folland. In the afternoon
twelve epitfires provided withdrawal support to Fortresses and
Liberators ettacking tergets in Northern Germeny, and the deepest
penetration yet was made by the Squadron. All eircraft returned
safely.

RAMRCQD . Nine aircraft acted es close escort
to T2 uhx'audezc attacking targets 11. Eollend and all returned sefely.

Februery 22nd, ]Oih. RAMROD.  ‘Twelve aireraft ected as withdrawal
cover to Fortressee and Liberators attecking targets in Cermanys ALl
returned safely.

February 2ith, 194, RAMRODS. In the morning, operating from Bradwell
Bay, twelve aircraft acted ae close escort to 100 Merauders et cking
Deelen, Holland, and returned sefely to Memston. In the afternoon the
same aireraft escorted lMarauders to Northern France. All returned
safely.

Februery 25th, 1944.  RAIR In the morning twelve eircreft swept
the Brussels, Ghent, Chievres and Furnes area, end in the afternoon
twelve aireraft provided withdrawal support to Fortresses attackin
targets in Cermany and all returned safely.

Februsry 28th, 194h. RAMROD.  Twelve Spitfires provided escort cover
to 36 Meresuders bombing Rosieries airfield and all returned safely to base.
February 29th, 1944. RAMROD » Eleven Spitfires provided fighter
cover to Mitchells, and returned safely to base.
STATISTICS . Stetistics from farmation up to 29.2.44.

Sorties 3,190

Hours 4,096

Miles 1,024,000

Enemy shipping demaged 2,
Enemy aireraft destroyed 8, probably destroyed 1, damsged 11.










