


TIONS No. 461 SQUADRON, ReAA.F.

JANUARY, 194ly,

0.R.B. lolebds ANTI~-SUBMARINE PATROL - PERCUSSION Tl

Sunderland EK.577 'D' captained by Aus. 415062
F/0. R.S, Watts carried out an uneventful Ant: ine patrol.

Subms
Airborne Hembroke Dock 0857 - waterborne Pembroke Dock 22

AIR SEA RESCUE,

Sunderland Ji, 686 captained by Aus. 401999

’/Lt. R, Newton airborne Pembroke Dock 0857, 1325 Sl&.)tei
course 060, speed 8 knots, 1645 MIC 1 "No tr:

dinghy, still sesrching, Have fuel for 11 1

permission to carry on till dark", 1706

permission. 1718 2 unidentified edroratt a

uitos after mid-upper

patrol.

Sunderland EJ.133 'T' captained by Aus. 420692
Lucas airborne Pembroke Dock 0855 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1956 sighted 2 minesweepers course 100/8 kts;

ged recognition signals. 1543 ordered to land at Hamworthy.
orne Hemworthy 2215,

ATROL - PERCUSSION T2,

and JI, 678 'G' captained by Aus. 412498
F/Lte CeJs Dawson carried out an uneventful Anti

bmar ine
patrols

Airborne Pembroke Dock 0630 - waterborne Hemworthy 1910.

0sReBo 3o Llobd ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL - PERCUSSION Th,
Sunderland EK.575 'C' captained by Aus. 403216
F/Lts PuRe Davenport airborne Pembroks Dock 0922 on Anti-Submarine
es: ansmitter u/s so S/C base.
rolce: Dock 1126,

Sunderland EK.577 'D' captained by Aus. 415195
. Taplin carried out en uneventful Anti-Submarine

patrol.
e Pembroke Dock 0903 - waterbome Mount Batten 22.




0.ReB. 64 lelil

ANTI-SUBMARTNE PATROL - PERCUSSION Ths

EKa575 'C' captained by Aus. 403216
P.R. Davenport airborne Pembroke Dock 0859 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1407 sighted unidentified aireraft thought to be
Dornier Flying-boat; chased it in and out of cloud and on
closing to 500 yards identified as Catalina, Unable to
recognise markings, No other sighti Vater!
Dock 2110,

ANTI-SUBMARTNE PATROL - PERCUSSION T2,

Sunderland EJ.142 'S* captained by Aus. 415062
P/0. R.S. Wetts carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine patrols
Airborne Pembroke Dock 0903 = waterborne Pembroke Dock 2210.

ANTI-SUBMARTNE PATROL - PERCUSSION T3

Sunderlend Ji, 686 'Y* captained by Aus. 401999
F/Lits Ra Newton airborne Pembroke Dock 0936 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1326 sighted object on water; in shape, 2 frustrated
cones joined at large diameter, length 6 feet, maximm dianeter
L £t, reddish colour may have been due to rust or red lead
painting, short length of chain attached; estimated buoys
o other sightings. Patrol curtailed 1 hour 20 minutes owing
o petrol ption, Dock 212l

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL,

Sunderland DD.866 'B! captained by Ause 401976
P/0. P.C. Leigh airborne proke Dock 1028 on Anti=-Submarine
patrol. 1647 sighted a feather of foam throught to be a
periscope, but on closing to attack found to be a dolphina
1652 = 1805 flying along Spanish Coast observed 150 feet wireless
mast of Cape Finisterre, 1917 FULT 2557 Station transnitting
on 300 Kes giving Consol coding. Only one bearing could be
obtained - 108 degs second class loop. Efforts made to obtain
later bearings but Station apparently had ceased transmitting.
VWaterborne Pembroke Dock 2319

ANTI-SUBMARTNE PATROL = PERCUSSION Tl

Sunderland Ji, 678 'G' captained by Aus. 412498
F/Lts CaJ. Dawson carried out an uneventful Anti-Submerine
patrols  Airborne Pembroke Dock 1026 - waterborne Pembroke
Dock 2248e

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL = PERCUSSTON T3,

Sunderland EK.575 *C4Bcaptained by Aus. 409326
F/0. DA, Sinclair airborne Pembroke Dock 1023 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1640 S/C North due engine trouble; Jjettisoned D.Cs
at 'Safe's 1730 MFC "Lend at Mount Batten'. 1940 saw 2 steady
bright red lights about 1 mile apart; not flame floats and
too strong for dinghy lights. No Radar indication obtained
and after circling for five minutes lights went out. Returned
2§ hours early owing to trouble with both Port enginess
Jaterborne Pembroke Dock 210ke




ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL - PERCUSSION T3,

Sunderland EK.577 'D' captained by Aus. 420692
F/Lte R.D. Lucas carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine patrol.
Alrborne Pembroke Dock 0546 but returned two hours early owing
to weather at base. Waterborne Pembroke Dock 162l

ATI-SUBMARINE PATRO L - PERCUSSION The

Sunderland Ji, 683 'W' captained by Aus. 415195
/0. P.E. Taplin airborne Penbroke Dock 1025 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 2029 SE Contact bearing 340 T. 12 miles 4/C's
course 360 T. Turned to port and started homing out,
contact down moon. At 8 miles turned Port and tried to
position for attack up moon.  VWhen a/c was on course 160 T
at 800 feet contact suddenly disappeared, between 5/5% miles,
Dropped 3 Marine Markers and circled position but due PLE
S/C on patrol at 20Uk. 2034 MIC 1 "Have SE con
probable U-boat position'. Waterborne Lembroke Dock 2348,

A BEA

Sunderland EJ.142 'S' captained by Aus. 411298
F/0. JoB.Bs Dobson carried out an uneventful AiriSea Rescue
Search.  Airborne Pembroke Dock 0309 - waterborne
Pembroke Dock 1710

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL USSION Tlhe

Sunderland Ji. 686 '¥3 captained by Aus, 401999
F/Lte Re Newton airborne Pembroke Dock 1020 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1432 sighted 6 twin-engined a/c which approached to
1200 yards on starboard quarter; started to send
identified as Beaufighters. Waterborne Pembroke Dock 1646s

ANTI-SUBMARTNE PATROL,

Sunderland ID.866 'B' captained by Aus. 401976
P/0. P.C, Leigh carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine patrol.
Airborne Pembroke Dock 1028 - waterborne Pembroke Dock 1730s

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL = PERCUSSION T3

Sunderland EJ.133 'T' captained by Aus. 412498
Lts CeJs Dawson airborne Pembroke Dock 0959 on Anti=-Submarine
patrol. 1500 MPC 1 "R/B immediately'. 1725 MIC 1 "Where may
I land." 1745 MPC 3 "Land Hemworthy".
Hamworthy 1919

ANTI~SUDMARTHE PATROL - PERCUSSION Tl

Sunderland EK.577 'D' captained by Aus. 420692
F/Lts ReDs Lucas carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine
patrol, 1454 MFC 1 "R/B immediately". ¥
Dok 1822,

ANTI~SUBI

Sunderland EJ.142 'S' captained by Aus. m1376
P/0, P.C, Leigh airborne F Dock 0556 on




0,R,B.

Vo Loy

patrol. 1021 WFC 1 "Land in daylight at Base". 1034

engine trouble developed; starboard inner oil-pressure gauge
fluctuated and dropped to zero; S/C base. MIC 1 "R/B, engine
trouble, 46,02 N 10.03 W ETA mu" 1200 MFC 2 "Land at
Mount Batten on completion of patrol, What is your ETA and
position". 1210 MIC 2 "Position 49,03 N 08,39 ITA Mount
Batten 1350",  Waterborne Mount Batten 1343

ANTI-SUBMARTN ATROL - PERCUSSION Zl.

Sunderland DV.960 'H' captained by Aus. 4OLO37
F/0. A.GuG, Richmond, Gal. carried out an wneventful Anti-
Submerine patrol. Alrborne Pembroke Dock 0902 - weterborne
Pembroke Dock 2130s

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL

Sunderland Ji, 683 'W' captained by Aus, 415195
P/0. P.E, Taplin carried out an uneventful inti-Submarine
patrol.  Airborne Pembroke Dock 0520 = wa: Pembroke
Doclk 1800.

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL - PERCUSSION Tl

Sunderland Jit 686 'Y' captained by Aus. 401999
P/Its Re Newton carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine patrol.
Airborne Pembroke Dock 0500 - waterbome Pembroke Dock 1729,

RCUSSION T2,

Sunderland Ji 683 'W' captained by Aus. 415195
/0. P.E, Teplin airborne E Dock 0853 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1120 UIC 1 "Hunt U-boat in position 47.30 N. 15,00 ¥
1303 Began square search 3 miles visibility, 19 legs completed.
1741 returned £o 42,30 N 15,00 W and dropped two marine markers
at 1750 hours S/C base, 2135 ,uc 1 "ETA 2247 request /R
2245 St, Anne's Head, landing delayed owing to fogs
2335 force-landed outside Milford Haven - flare path cbscured
by fog. No damage to aircraft.

ANTI~SUBMARINE PATROL - PERCUSSION T3

Sunderland EJ.142 'S' captained by Aus, 401976
P/0, P.C. leigh airborme Pembroke Dock 0852 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 0904 R/B severe oil leak in starboard-:
Attempted to signal but Group not raised in time. Waterborne
Pembroke Dock 1915

B PATROL -~ PERCUSSION The

Sunderland EJ.133 'T' captained by . 409326
7/Lte DeAs Sinclair airborne Pembroke Dock 0800 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1118 oil leak port-outer engine, 5/C base.
Waterborne Pembroke Dock 1438




0.R.By 1701.54

O.ReBy 19, Lok

OuReBs 200 Lol

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL = PERCU O Tl

Sunderland EK.575 'C' captainad by Aus. 420692
F/Lte ReD. Iucas airborne Pembroke Dock 0725 on Anti-Subgarine
patrols = Sighted 1 Eire M.V. 2500 tons course 240/7 kts,
Airborne Pembroke Dock 0725 - waterborne Pembroke Dock 2045

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL - PERCUSSION Z3s

Sunderland DV.960 'H' captained by Aus. 404037
F/Os AsGoGs Richmond, G.M. carried out an uneventful Anti-
Submarine patrol. irborne Pembroke Dock 0907 - waterborne
Mount Batten 1636,

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL = PERCUSSION 22y

Sunderland DD,866 'B' captained by Aus. 401976
P/0, P.C. Leigh carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine patrol.
Airborne Pembroke Dock 0902 - waterborne Mount Batten 1652,

UBIA L - FERCUSSION Z:
Sunderland Ji, 678 'G' captained by Aus. 412458
F/Lts CaJ. Dawson carried out en uneventful Anti-Submarine
patrol.  Airborne Pembrake Dock 0500 = waterborne MewhboBatten
1643,
NT1-SUBMARINE PATROL - PERCUSSTON The
Sunderland Ji, 686 'Y' captained by Aus, 401999

F/Lts Re Newton carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine patrol,
Airborne Pembroke Dock 0508 - waterborne Pembroke Dock 1645

ANTI-SUBMARTNE PATROL - PERCUSSION T2,

Sunderland EJ.142 'S' captained by Aus. 411298
F/0. J.B.B. Dobson carried out an uneventful S

rol.  Alrborne Pembroke Dock 1002 - waterborne Pembroke Dock
2040,

ANTI-SUBM/RINE PATROL ~ PERCUSS T3a

Sunderland EK,575 'CA8captained by Aus. 409326
F/Lte Do Sinclair airborne Pembroke Dock 0706 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1153 decided R/B - both starboard engines back-firing
end losing Revs. Jettisoned DCs end S/C Base - MIC 1 giving
position and ETA. terborne Pembroke Dock 1538

ANTI~SUBMARTNE PATROL - PERCUSSION T
Sunderland DD,866 'B' captained by Aus. 401976

P/0. PaCe Leigh airborne Mount Batten 1020 and carried out an
uneventful Anti-Submarine patrol. Waterborne Pembroke Dock 2331.




0.R.B, 21, 1okk

O.R.B, 28.1obls

Sunderland EK.577 'D' captained by Aus. 420692
ReDe Iucas carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine patrol.
Airborne Pembroie Dock 1019 - waterborne Pembroke Dock 2307,

ANTI-SUBMARTNE PATROL - PERCUSSION 22,

Sunderland EJ, L2 'S' captained by Aus, 413298
¥/0. J.B,B, Dobson carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine
patrol. Wirborne Pembroke Dock 1018 - waterborne Pembroke
Dok 22154

ANTI~-SUBMARTNE PATROL = PERCUSSION 245,

Sunderland DV.960 'H' captained by Aus. 404037
F/Os AuGyG, Riclmond, GuM. carried out an uneventful Anti-Submarine
patrol. Airborne Pembroke Dock 1003 - waterborne Pembroke
Docic 2240,

ANTI-SUBMARTINE PATRO]

Sunderland Ji, 678 'G' captained by Aus. 412498
F/Lte CeJ. Dawson airborne Pembroke Dock 0914 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1225 5.E. contact, Convoy, camposition, course and
speed unknown, 2 E/Vs only sighted,  Vaterborne Pembroke
Dock 1702,

ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL, ~ NOe 2

Sunderland DD.866 'B' captained by Aus. 401976
F/0., P.Ce Leigh airborne Pembroke Dock 0341 on Anti-Submarine
patrol. 1416 sighted convoy - composition and speed unknown.
Course 030 7.  No other sightings.  Waterborne Pembroke
Dock 1745

Sunderland DV.589 'F! captained by Aus. 415062
F/Lts ReS. Watts airborne Pembroke Dock 0906 on Aati-Submarine
patrol. 1433 sighted convoy, composition and speed unknown,
course 020 T, 1445 V/S to Dr "Patrick" V/S fram Dr "Int
Meaning" V/S to Dr "Patrick" V/S to Dr "I go". No other
sightings,  Waterborns Pembroke Dock 173k

ANTI-SUBMARTHE PATROL = No.

Sunderland Ji, 633 'W' captained by Aus. 409326

/Lts Dela gmc).air airborne Pembroke Dock 0901 on Anti-Submarine
patrol, 1318 ted large oil patoh approxinately 100 by
70 yards, Circled patch and observed at least a dozen survivors
in vater anl & quantity of wreckege, Dropped a ding
iaflated end landed upside down on edge of oil patch spproximately
30 yards from nearest survivors. Sunderland D patrolled in the
vicinity throughout the whole time we were present. Resumed
patrols 1355 MIC 3 "Hunt U-boat reported 52.41 N Lhe27 W
at 1300 course 260/15 kts. 1415 MFC 4 "U-boat sunk, resume
patrol". 2118 jettisoned DCs owing to sdverse wind. Waterborne
Pembroke Dock 2300




lk)95..6 PB/Lts D,
418900 F/Sgte 1.
401949 /o.
416005 P

414619

Hobbs
/gt J- 1. Kendall

XXX KKK XK KX

Sunderland EK.577 'D' captained by Aus. 420692
F/Lts ReDs Iucas airborne Pembroke Dock 0836 on Anti-Submaine
patrols 1300 sighted U-boat estimated 500 tons OL5/starboard
bow, 13 miles. Attacked immediately, The submarine was
surfaced, Flak was met from 6 guns, probably 20 mm cannon,

but accurate fire from the aircraft's front armament put out

of action approximately 10 guaners, The first attack with four
ICs was unsuccessful, being 30 yards short, but the aircraft
circled and mede a second attack with the remaining two

DOs, which scored a 'stradile’ at the Conning tower, The U-boat
blew-up, and sbout thirty bodies were seen together with a
quantity of wreckage. During the attack the Captain's
bomb-firing switch failed to operate, but the 2nd Pilot's mext
switoh was operated by F/Os R.H. Prentice who occupied the 2nd
Pilot's seat, end the D,Cs were successfully releaseds

The whole action was over in ten mimutes, and the Captain
decided to set course immediately for base, as the aircreft
appeared to be damaged by the effects of the violent evasive
action vhich was taken during the run Navigator was
stunned by being thrown into tiie Ward-room. Waterborne
Pembroke Dock 1640,

Crew: = Aus, luoé).z F/Lts RDs Lucas
/0. RE. Prentice
2 Bremner

Sgf
Aus, 410448 7
Ause 31572%
Aus, 416130

Coastal Command Intelligence

Sunderland D/46l.  Captain ”‘/Lt. ucas.
1303 and 1307 - 28th January, 194ke
52441 N = 14a27 Vs West of Irelands

Adraraft on A/S patrol sighted a surfaced. U-boat and
attacked up U=00st's track, releasing from 50 feet, four 250 b,
Torpex depth charges, in the face of heevy Flak. U-boat took
evasive action and depth charges undershot, the nearest being
30 yards away, During the attack 'D' fired a ramber of rounds,
killing several of the U-boat's gumers, A secord attack was
made from the U-boat's port beam with two 250 1b. Torpex depth
charges, again from 50 feet. These straddled the U-boat's
coming tower and a minute later it blew up amidships end

Approxinately thirty bodies and a quantity of

wreckage were seen in the waters




Extract from Coastal Command Reviews Janmary, 194k Vol III, No. 1.

In the n!‘b‘ noon of January 28th, Sunderland

/461 was on ~boat sweep near o bi convoy south-west
S Tralagt han the Sromy o ghted o wake three miles away
on the starboard bow. T raelf was sighted through
binoculars and was steering a northerly course. She was a
500~tonner, dark grey in colour, and had one quadruple 20-mm,
mounting on the lower bandstand, one twin 20-mu. on the

upper bandstand and two machine guns on the bridge. A white
emblen was painted on the side of the coming tower, The U-boat
made no attempt to dive as the aireraft ran in, but opened

fire with all guns at about 3,000 yards range. The nose

gamner of the Sunderland opened up at 1,000 yards as the
aireraft flew in through the continuous stream of flak from

the six cannon and the machine guns, 1T

passing between the hull and ti

took avasive actio: The b:

was always Just too o hite

When 40O yards dead astern of the U-boat the aircraft
made a sharp turn to port and by the time it had closed to 200
yards the U-boat's guns were silent and the Sunderland was able
to attack from the U-boat's port quarter without opposition.
me first stick of four depth charges undorshot, the neerest
ering -ds fron the conning tower,  As the
by passed over, ten bodies were counted strewn sbout the
corning tower and bandstand, There was no sign of life on the
deck, although the U-Boat itsel? seemed to be undemaged, The
Sunderland imediately attacked again, this time from the U-Bost's
starboard beam, and released the remaining two dspth charges
across the now silent U-boat. A perfect straddle was achieved,

the depth charges entering the water and explosing one on each
side of the comning tower.

One minute later, while the aircraft was cireling to

take photographs, an explosion was seen and the U-Boat disintegrated,
A large patch of oil imediately appeared littered with wreckage

and bodies, dead and alive. Hoping to obtain further evidence

of the kill, the captain dropped a dinghy to the survivors.

This, however, failed to inflate,

Photographs were not taken during the first attack
beecsase the Sunderland's evasive agtion was so violent that
the rear-facing camera was wrenched from its mounting and the
navigator was thrown from the galley to the wardroom, where he
was temporarily knocked unconscious.

Analysis: = A very good look-out on the part of the front
ganner and extremely good shooting. The U-Boat's box barrage
hes been noted before and the correct "undulating' evasive
action as advised in Coastal Command Tactical Memoranda wes
adopted by the pilot. This undoubtedly saved the aircraft,
The difficulties under which the dspth charges were released
hoot, but superb bombing
with the remaining two depth charges in the second attack
produced a decisive kill. A first-rate performence.

Flak Out-Witted: U-Bost Destroyed.

Taking such sharp evasive sction that one of his
erew was knocked unconscious, the Captain of a Coastal Comnand




R.A AP, Sunderland outwitted the gumners of a Gernan U-bost
and mede two low-levol charge attacks on it, destroying
the enemy,  After the U-boat had blowa up, survivors were
seen in the water,

o orland, capt l;y 41~yeu‘s—old F/Lte
R.D, Iucas, X subnaring patrol
several hundred wiles west of Ireland whem the front-gunner
spotted the wake and conning-tower of a U-boat on the surface,

the flying-boat attempted to make use of
: :  sighted it and opened fire with
all gune at 3,000-yards range.

"The flek appeared as & continuous stream from
six cannons inberspax‘sed with machine-gun tracer,” said
F/Lte Lucas. "Tnstead of aiming at us, the enemy put up a
Dbox barrage through which we would have to pass to make

an attack.

"I made as though to climb above the barrage and then,
when the U-boat 1ifted it, I promptly dived under, It was
violent evasive action all right and it shook up some of the
crew & my navigator was thrown around so violently he was
knocked out - but it was effective,"

At 1,000 yards range, the Sunderlend's front gunner,
5 & sby, Lincs,, returned the enemy
errific effect. At 400 yards, the U-boat
w ion with a sharp turn to port and at 200
yards the enemy’s P15 wan dledatds

"Ve swept over at 50 feet" said F/Lt. lucas, "and as
my bomb firing ewitch went unserviceable, the depth charges
vere released by the first pilot, ¥/0. R.H. Prentice, of Sydney,
who took his time from stick fell slightly short, but
as we flew over we could see the effect of the front gumner's

oting,  On and ercund the conning-tower, there were ten
bodies and no sign of 1ife at all,
% "The U-boat, humvar, appeared
promptly circled for & This wne, uhe d.apth-
charges exploded on e de, slightly aft of the conning-tower,

"We were circling once again to teke pictures when

: h k, an eZplosion was seen in the U-boat,
which simply disi . a lorge patch of oil on the
surface and a 1i wre is and bodies, both
alive and dead.

As it had boen the 0 was preparing the
photograph the atteck neA he was knocked unconsvious by the
evasive action, vere taken.

Although the S\mderland belonged to an R.AJAF,
8quadron of the Command, the crew compsised Englishmen and a
Canddian as well as i

Before p s in a Sydney real
estate office, t A: ot worked in a bank, the front-
guner vas a dar n and the navigator, F/Sgte

CuD. Bremmer, of Burwodd, \'wbovm, was an insureance clerk and
i gemerally regarded as = good "probable" for Australia's
post-war Test latoh eleven as wicket-keeper,

"It was exciting while it lasted" said the front~
gunner, voicing the feslings of all the crew, "but above all,




it was some com aation for the house we have

patrol over the Atlentic and seen noth

fee} it has all b a1 worth while and we all hope it's only
the first of wany U-boats."

“We've been flying together as a ovew for about
three months,” said the Uaptain, "Our predecessors had
christensd the Sunderlend 'Hop Along', end we stuck to the
neme, which seems to have brought us some luck."

,_Bulletin No. 347,
were M‘.luded in the crew of

ich recently sank o U-boat
le box barrage of flak fire.

a }oust 11

rland, Flight Lieutenant
yiney real estate office and the
i R.H, Prentice, worked in a Sydney bank,
Thry gether to Canada for training under the Empire
scheme. ) 1y

igator, Flight 5
in ce .,:k,

galley help
Sunderland’s violent ve action was Flying
Roberts, air gumer was ¢ ng clerk in Adelaide before

enlistings

: Jy 1 1lls,
Vestern Australia, v with m of agricultural
machinery merchants and Flight G. Bumnett was a
clerk in ferntree Gully, Victoriss

The Canadi. —' the crew, Sergeant Breunen
of Wood's I f is another bank clerks

j-boet's gunners
, killing or
ser platform, wes a
He was Flight
nglends

by eccura
wounding 10
sexophonis

deck during strong evasive
w1l known Australien
missed photographicing the

ns sounded” he said "I went
attack WLth a hund camera,

umco“u‘q a

vas Just o

was cked ime and missed the first
attack but Flying Officer Rob s helped up and I recovered
in time to "ab tl.e camera and 'snoct' the second attack which
ended w U~boat blowing




11 .+

SUBMARTNE PATROL = POINT 1.
Sunderland IN.960 'H' captained by Aus. LO4O37
7/0s AsGaGe Riclmond, Gelis, airborne Fembroke ock 0900
o i-Submarine patrol. 1405 MFC "Hunt U=boat at
52e4d N Mie27 W P00 1300, course 360/8 kts'. 1420 "Sub
sunk, resume patrols 1740 5/C Fastnet owing to fusl
shortage, 1905 on cbtaining lst class I Tix (subsequently
a ong) giving position 70 miles W of IR
ain decided to jettison DOs as fuel was f

©
re 4uest »'l are x)'\‘cu. ETA 2226,"

0.R, B, 29,1k ANTI & Ly,

Sunderland EK.575 'C' captained by Aus. 403860
H.Ge Gooke, 1),F,C, carried out an uneventful
Adrborne Pembroke Dock 0830 - waterborne Pembroke

Sunderland IV.989 {F' captained by Aus. 411298
Us JaB,B. Dobson carried out an uneventful Anti=Submarine
¥/0s 3.B,B. D t ul Antd
pstrol,  Airborne Pembroke Dock 0837 = waterborne Pembroke

Dock 21054
RaBe 300 labk

underland EJ.li2 '3' captained by Ause 401976

o
Alrborne Pembroke Dock Ol

ReBs 3lalelih ANTT-SUBMARTNE PATROL,

Sunderland Ju. 686 'Y' captained by Aus, 412498
¥/lte CoJ. Dawson airborne Pembroke Dock O4l5 on Anti-Submarine
patrol, Patrol tened owing to fuel wtion.
Waterborne Loch Erne 1505,

' w:wum\.t by Aus, 409326
F Sinelair airborne m ek 1002 on Anti=
Submarine patrols Uneventiul. Waterborne Loch Xme 0030.




History of No.i6l S (contd.)

Jamuery 10t YisiT. The Rev. R.C. Russell, S/Idr
’!‘oehytcrta'x cle,:un. Of Reioh.Fo Overseae Headquerters visited the
Squadron.

3 Notification of the award of the
D)a‘.inuishcd Flying Cross to Aus. 403417 A/F/L. D Kennedy,
was gazetted todey.

Jenuery 26%h, 194k. NEW COMMANDING OFFICER. Aus. 256 w/cdr. J
O+ %00k over coumend of the Squedron from Aue. 171
L.G. Dougles, D.F.Ce

Janyary 26th SUBMARINE SUS and captained by

fuss 420852 F/Lt. R.D. Lucas, e backed & full surfaced U-boat with

depth chargse and machine gun fire. Flak was met from the U-boat

but sccurate fire from the Sunderlend put approximetely 10

out of aetion. The firet four depth charges dropped were

unsuccessful but the remaining two straddled the conning tower

and u»a U-boat blew up.  About thirty bodies were seen in the water
a quantity of wrecksge. Sunderland csptained ‘.3 Aus. 409326

F/Lt. Dek. Sinelair aropped & ainghy to the survivors

F/Lt. BL. Andrew of Pu c
5 Besdquarters vieited the Squadron witk

the! )\-A.L,.F F:lm Unit.
Statistics from formstion up to 31.1.44.

Operational ¥
Operational 9
Operational Borties 736

shipping destroyed 5, dameged 2.
knﬁsm/ airereft destroyed i, probably destroyed 6, demaged 8.




Coastal Commend Intelligence Swmuary No. 243

land S/461. 1812
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History of No, 461 Squadron (contd)

ARY, 104k,

February 3rd, 1944, SOCIAL. A Squadron dance was held to which
the wives of all Squadron persomnel were specially invited.

February 6th, 194k, W/Cdr. Douglas addressed a farewell message to
personnel of the Squadron,

Februax‘x 8th, 121;1». 8/Ldr. R.D.J. Baird took over the duties of

Fligt Commander.

S/Ldr. A.C.H. Petherick,R.A.A.F. Liaison Officer, visited the

Squadron,

February 15th, 194%.  AIR SEA RESCUE. While on Anti-Submarine patrol
Sunderlend captained by Aus. 412498 F/Lt. C.J. Dawson directed an A.S.R.
leunch to three dinghies with Americen aircrew.

February 23, 94, ATTACK BY ENEMY Al R, . While on Anti-Submarine
patrol Sunderland capteined by Aus, 411298 F/O. J.S.B. Dobson had a short
engagement with 2 Ju, 290. Shots were fired but no claim is made and no
damage or casualties were sustained.

Februery 27th, 1944,  SPORT.  An "Australian Rules" football match
wes played in London against R.A.A.F. Overseas Headquarters.

February 29th, 1944, VISIT S/Ldr. Mersh from R.A.A.F. Overseas
Headquarters visited the Squadron.

ARMAMENT, Three new aircraft were received during the month, fitted
with the FN 5 twin-gun nose turret and four fixed front guns, as well as
the "Gyro sight" teil turret.

TISTICS, Statistics from formation up to 29.2.4k.
Hours 8761
Sorties 785
Miles 1,055,210

Submarine sunk - 5, damaged - 2.
Enemy eircraft destroyed - L, probebly destroyed - 6, demeged - 8.




History of No. 461 Squadron (contd:)e

MARCH, 19Lke

March 7th, 1944,  AWARDS,  Notification of the following awards was
gazetted today.

Distinguished Flying Cross: - Aus. 420692 F/Lt. R.D. Lucas
Distinguished Flying Medal: - F/Sgt. G.H. Simmonds

March 23rd, 194k,  ATTACKS BY ENEMY AIRGRART. While on Anti-Submarine
patrol, Sunderland captained by Aus. Azu550 70. F.H, Bunce was attacked
by 9 Ju.88s, one of which was probably destroyed. A cannon shell hit the
Sunderland in the port cemtre fuel tank, the whole port wing cafching fire,
Sunderland had to be ditched, and owing to sea conditions only seven of
the crew were able to get into the dinghies and they were picked up 48
hours later by H.M. Destroyer "Saladin". lMembers of the crew still
missing are: - Aus. 406654 F/0. O.L.I. Howard, Aus, 429299 P/0., J.H. Smith,
Aus, 414847 F/Sgt. Royal, N.A., Aus, 425955 F/Sgt. Molan, D.R.,

Aus, 426186 F/Sgt. Sayth, R.

Sunderland captained by Aus. 429427 F/0. Hilla Godsall
was attacked six times and damaged by four Ju.88s before the engagement
was broken off,

March 25th, 194k,  AIR SEA RESCUE,  Sunderland captained by Aus. 403465
¥/ HcKeough found and marked the dinghy containing the survivors
of Sunderland captained by F/0. F.H. Bunce which ditched on 23.3elk,

and remained until they were picked up by the destroyers

STATISTICS, Statistics from formation up to 31,3,kke

Hours 9,568
Sorties 849
Miles, 1,149,650

Enemy shipping destroyed 5, demaged 2.
Enemy aircraft destroyed i, probably destroyed 7, damaged 8.




History of No. 461 Squadron (contd).

(ARCH, 19kk.

March 7th, 9Lk, S.  Notification of the following awards
was gazetted todays

Distinguished Flying Cross: - aus, 420692 F/Lt. R.D. Lucas.
Distinguished Flying Medal: - F/Sgt. G.H., Simmonds

March 23rd, 194k,  ATTACKS BY ENEMY ATRCR! hile on Anti-Submarine
patrol, Sunderland captained by Aus. 424550 ¥/O. F.H, Bunce was attacked
by 9 Ju.88s, one of which was probably destroyed, A cannon shell hit the
Sunderland in the port centre fuel tank, the whole part wing catching fire.
Sunderlend had to be ditched, and owing to sea conditions only seven of
the crew were sble to get into the dinghies and they were picked up 48
hours later by H.M. Destroyer "Saladin'. = Members of the crew still
missing are: - Aus., 40665k F/0O, 0.L.I. Howard, Aus, 429299 P/0, J.H. Saith,
Aus. 414837 F/Sgt. Royal, NeA., Aus. 425955 F/Sgt. liolan, D.R.,

Aus. 1426186 F/Sgt. Smyth, R.As

Sunderland captained by Aus, 429427 F/0, H.M. Godsall
was attacked six times and damages by four Ju.88s before the engagement
was broken off,

March 25th, 1944,  AIR SEA RESCUE,  Sunderlend captained by Aus. 403465
F/Lt. N.N, dcKeough found and marked the dinghy containing the survivors
of Sunderland captained by F/O. FH. Bunce which ditched on 23.3.4h, end
remained until they were picked up by the destroyer.’

STATISTICS, Statistics from formation up to 31.3.4ke

Hours 9,568
Sorties 849
Miles 1,149,650

Shipping destroyed 5, damaged 2.
Enemy sircraft destroyed 4, probably destroyed 7, demaged 8.




istory of No, 461 Squadron (contd)

BRUARY, 19L
DA, A0khe

February 3rd, 1944, Squadron dance was held to which

the wives of all Sq rsomnel were specially invited,

Eebruexy 6th, 19k, ¥/Cdr. Dougles eddressed & farewell message to
personnel of the Squadron,

eanw{ 8th, 194, S/Ldr, « Baird took over the duties of

1ight Commend

/1dr, AsCuHs Petherick,R.A.A.F, Liaison Officer, visited the

Pebruary 15th, 1944, ; hile on
underland ceptained by juss Lte Cod
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awson

February 23, 194k, TACK Whie on /inti-Submarine
petrol Sunderland cu’)talnel b\/ us. l;ll 98 7/0, SeBe Dobson had a short
eng bmem, with a Ju, 290, Shots were fired but no claim is mede end no
e or casuelties were sustained,

Februery 27th, 1944, "iustralien Fules" football metc
wes played in London against ¥, Overseas Heedquerters,

February 29th, 19l 5/Ldre R, Uersh from ReA.AF, Oversess
Headquarters visited the Squadron,

hree new aircraft were received during the month, fitted
A the FI 5 twin-gun nose turret and.four fized front guns, es well as
the "Gyro sight" tail turret.
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orties 785
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Fnemy eireraft d = &, probe:
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several 'shots' of p

April 6th, 194k, ing Commsnder Jones, Legal Officer from
R. A A.F, Overseas Head the Squadron,

April 15th, 194k, The following mess: was received
from the A.0.C. I

"During the month of Merch, aircraft of No, 19 Group broke all

previous records by flying a total of 17,750 hour While it is admitted that

the weather conditions during the month were exceptional, this fact placed

an even greater strain on all concerned, and especially on the lfaintenance
Airmva did well, but & i

9, 5 2

¥) and 304 \mlm ST oD The Tatver, Gefkien wad stubmiing
exceeding their task in both operational and training by a total of 185
hours.  Only four Squadrons in t nand 1100 hours per aircraf:
and of these three came from No. 19 "mm, as follows: - 304 (Polish) -
1059 hours; 105 (USN) - 105.6 hours; 110 (USN) = 1047 hourse

{ pwould like to congratulate all concerned, aircrews and
groundcrews alike, and particularly those in the Squadrons mentioned, on
this most satisfactory achievement."

AY & SQUADRON'S @ND BIRTHDAY, = Special
ceTebrations were held including a church service whioh was broadcast
direct to Australia, the lesson being read by Air Vice Marshal H.Ne
irigley, Air Officer Commending R.A A F, Overseas Headquarters. A4
sports progremme was carried out in the afternoon, and a dance was
held in the evening.

ipril 28th, 194, MUARD,  Nobification of the award of the Distinguished
Flying Cross to Aus. 424550 F/0. F.H. Bunce was gazetted today.

No enemy submarines or aircraft were attacked or sighted during
the month - only uneventful patrols were carried outs

TICS. Statistics from formation up to 30.k

Sorties 900
Hours 10,132
Miles 1,262,690

U-boats sunk dan 24
Enemy aireraft destroyed 4, probably destroyed 7, damaged 8.




18577, ¥, Allardice, R.C. of Centerburym Victoria.
4112, ¥/ Amiss, J.C. of Fawthorn, Vietoria.
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8/9th June, 194k,
patrol, Sunderlan

attacked a fully
splashes

i up and hits

of the comning tower.

\gain during the
as attacked by

409

gharg:

7.0.G, Sheehan
n awarded " immediate"

\DERLAND 10SI. ~ After shadowing an enemy
ned fire - no demage sustained - Sunderland
LH, Davenport was ordered to land
sea level prevented this and owing to
f fuel captain decided to land on sea off St. lery's.
aterborne Sunderland's starboe 2 s knocked off
became necessary to abandon £t he crew took to
and were picked up 1
turned over and was sunk by

19th June, 194k,  U=BOAT 1‘?‘1 CKED,

patrol, during iaylwnt
7/0. T Bun

aircraft v i) four miles distant. S wd reached
40 secs depth charges were droppeds: No result
seens

78 sorties and 931 operational
hours were completed e month.  Both figures are records
for the Squadron.

Eneny submarines destroyed
Enemy aireraft destroyed
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Captain - F/0, Livermo:
ooL,s =~ 9th June, 15kke

Aireraft on
miles, homed and iliuminated with £
was experienced on run_

guns at 800 yar:

250 1b, Torpex depth charges set at
dropped from 300 feets

of conning tower. After ¢
stationary and searched target area

aine:

For names and numbers of S

Book for this date.

crew see

Coastal Comnand Intell

tack U-Boat contact

d radar contact at fourteen
lares a surfaced U-Boat. Flal
silenced by aireraft front
d from port beam with six

5 feet, spaced 55 feet,
seen to envelope ~J—Jo‘,u aft
remaine
but nothing further was seens

quadrons tions Records

Sunderland B/461
Captain = F/O, Sheehan,

Adrg patrol ob
miles, homed and sighted U-Boat on
attacked with 250 1ba

Peet, spaced 55 feet,

six bex de;

or to starbo

during run in, which ceased imnediately before

names and
rds Book

numbers of crew see S«

Recor

Coastal Command Int

1501 - a}.n June, 19k
49435 N = 08413 We

ained a

th

ed from 250

experienced
attacke

madrons Operations




Aircraft ig) surfaced U-Boate
ircraft approached U-Boat opened

pened fire at L4 miles range;
U-Boat then submerged leaving large swirl. "A" attacked
1 1 charges, setting 25

swirl droppis 1b, dep
feet, est, from 50 feets Depth charges
exploded abon C ahead of apex, no results were

seen,

For names and mmber
Records Book for
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8th July, 1&;
Aus. 409418 F/0,

containing U-

While on Anti-Submarine patrol,
'/ nd
boat survivors

arew sighted twenty dinghies
and directed destroyérs to the area.

No U-boats or enemy aircraft were seen this months
as F/0, Sheehan's
g

Number of U-boats damaged goes down from 4
evidence®,

to 3
attack on the 8.6.44 has been classdd as "insufficient

SIATISFICS,  Statistics from formation up to 31l.7.k4ke
Sorties 1,083
Hours 12,356
Miles 1,529,570
ts destroyed 5, damaged 3
Enemy aircraft destroyed L, p
Qsmaged 8,

U=~b

obably destroyed 7,




History of No. 461 Sjuadron (contd).

AUGUST, 194ke

10/11th August, 19k U-BOAT SUNK,  Sunderland captained by

Rus, 418900 P/0. L.F. Southall attacked a fully surfaced U-boat with

six depth charges and after the explosions the U-boat was seen stationary
and was later destroyed by a naval escort groups

A1th August, 19k The Squadron's medical officer, §/Idr. J. Catarinich
was married to Section Officer E. Fenerty, W.A,AF. Assistant Adjutant
on this Station.

12/13th August, 1 U=BOAT SUN Another fully surfaced U-boat
Was attacked with depth charges by Aus. 434934 F/O, D.A. Little and crew.
Sunderland then lost touch with U-boat so contacted Escort Group which
later peported U-boat sunk and survivors rescueds

13/1ith August, 19ke U=BOAT ATTACKED, While on Anti-Submarine
patrol, Sunderland captained by Aus, 428288 F/O. R.R, Alexander sighted
a fully surfaced U-boat which opened fire with seven or eight guns.

Sunderland attacked with 6 depth charges and explosions seemed F eavelop
the U-boat, Nothing further was seens

23rd August, 19k AWARDS,  Notification of the award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross to Aus. 409418 F/O. J,B.R. Livermore and
Aus, 428853 F/O, N.0,G, Sheehan was gazetted todays

18th August, 194k, VI SIT, H.R.H The Duke of Gloucester,
visited the Squadron. A.V.M. H.l. VWrigley, A.0:C. of R, A A.F. Overseas
Headquarters was presents

STATISTICS, = Statistios from formation up to 31.8.kke
Hours 13,480
Jdles 1,664,450
Sorties 1,172

Enemy U-bosts destroyed 7, damaged ke
Eneny aircraft k4, probably




History of No, 461 Squadron (contd

SEPTEMBER, 194

No U~boats or enemy aircraft were sighted or attacked during
the month,

Six aireraft, complete with aircrew and ground personnel
went on detachment to Sullom Voe, Shetland Islands while a similar
number of 210 Squadron arrived at Pembroke Dock on attaclment for
training in Leigh light anti-submarine operations,

STATISTICS, Statistics from formation up t0 30 9s4de

Sorties 1,231
Hours 14,188
Miles 1,749,410

Enenmy shipping destroyed 7, damaged 4e
Eneny aircraft destroyed 4, probably destroyed 7, damaged 8,

OCTOBER

1st October, 194k, SUNDERLAND LOST, One of the aircraft on
Jetachment Sullom Voe failed to0 return from an Anti-Submarine patrols
The missmg crew were: - Aus. 429427 F/0. H.M, Godsall, Aus, 419013
F/0. E.B. Willis, Aus. 408152 .J, mnings, Aus, 418211

P/0. H.H, Turnbull, Sgt. F. Reed, ¥ G £ Aus, 423654
F/Sgt. J.C. Cottier, Aus. 423267 T, Sgt. G L. Toose, Aus, 417621

F/Sgte PR, Criddle, Aus, 418 gta PoH. Brewin and Sgt. J. Cottems

10th October, 194k, AWARDS,  Notification of the following awards
was gazetted today,

Distinguished Flying Cross: - Aus. 414296 P/0, L.F. McInnes
Aus, 428288 F/0. R.R. Alexander

Distinguished Flying Medal: - Aus. 417966 F/Sgte ciurdo

Aus, 422720 F/Sgte FeV. Robinson

24 th October, 19k, INVEST B, Aus, 256 ¥ /uL. B
attended an Investiture at Buckingham FPalace, v Ct
o F.Co from H, M. The King.

31st October, 194k, AWARDS, Notification of the following awards
was gazetted todaye

Distinguished Flying Cross: © Aus. 403934 F/0, I Little
Aus, 418900 r/O ¥, Southall




Uneventful Anti-Submarine patrols and Convoy Escorts
were carried out during the month from Pembroke Dock and Sullom Voe.
The Sullom Voe detachment returned to Pembroke at the end of the month

Statistics from formmation up to 31,10.44

Miles 1,832,930
Hours L, 88k
Sorties 1,295

Enemy &hipping destroyed 7, damage:
Enemy aircraf't destroyed I, pr




History of No. 461 Sguadron (contd

e attacked or sighted durin

U-boats or enemy aircraft we

Statistics from fomatfon up to 30.11.4k.
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In addition to Anti~U-boat patrols, ten Convoy Bscorts and
six Special Recce sorties were carried out during the month, The
Specisl recces were with navel forces operating off the Freach coas
against German pockets of resistances

A U=bost attacked on 30.9.42 by Auss 403860 P/0, H.C. Cooke
(now Comnanding Officer of 10 Squadron) has now been aredited to
the squadron as 'probably sericusly demaged's

3y the end of the month the Squadron was completely re-armed
th Mark V Sunderlands (Pratt & Whitney engines).

25th April, 1945,  The Squadron celebrated its 3rd birthday. Sports
Were held during the day and a dance in the evenings

27th April, 1945, TR SEA RESCUE,  Ause 427642 T/Lte D. Goode
and orew saw & Sunderiand of Ho. 220 Squadron crash into the nea and
catch five, The aireraft sank in three minutes leaving soven
survivors in a dinghys ¥/Lte Goode led escort Corvettes to the

spot and the survivors were picked upe

ATISTICS, statistics from formation up 0 30skelSe

Hours 17,74l
Sorties 1,558
Miles 2,129,280

Eneny shipping destroyed 7, damaged 5.
Eney airereft destroyed 4, probably destroyed 73 demaged 8,













Squadvon (contd),
JULY, 2945 (contd),

VISIT e 4u0.C, Now 1 Group visited the Station
Eﬁ?ﬂ%’ﬁ* padron goodbye end good lucke

25th July, ) OV The advance party moved to Hast Kirkby.

COANDING OFFICER, \ugse HOULDS 1/Cdr, Pelle
Sweny D,5,00p D,F.Cay took over e Squadron from W/Cdr, Cowane
’ Y/

AUGHST, 202,

15 qust, 1945 YJ DAY, News was received thet the J se had
surrendare:

th August, 1945 fotif4ed by No. 5 Group that ell training for
"Tiger" Foree is to be discontinued,

During the month, several trips were made to Bari, Italy,
bring back service personnel on leave to the UsXe

Septamber, 19 Threo airaraft captained by the Comsanding Officer
and two Flight Comuanders weat to \az‘lm on a sighteseeing trip.

21st September, 1945,  AVARDS, Notification of the following awands
was gasetted todays =

Distinguished Servioce Order: = Aus. 412810 5/1dvs JoRe Mendersen, DIC

Distinguished Miying Cross; - . 5 /Lte Tl Bayliss
r ¥ te As Chopping
de Dowiling
‘e Goudie
wrrowsaith
7/Lts Lele Pearse

fau September, 1945, NHotification veoeived that the Squadron was to be
todram Trom operationse

w1045 AVARDS, Notification of the following ewards
was gasetted todays =

Distinguished Flying Croas: ~

lotification received ti




oy _of Nos 460 Squadren (contd),

2nd October, 19h5  LAST FLIGHT, The last flight of the Squadvon. The
Commending Officer flew a Lancaster to Amiens to obtein photographs of
the justralian war memorial.

th_October, 19 The Squadron held its farewell parade which was

attended and adiressed by Air Viee arshal Wrigley,
Overseas Head juarters,

2th October, 1% The first party = 63 of the Sjuadron personnel =
proceedsd 1o R A", Gemstons

43th gotober, 1945,  F/ite Giles, Adjutant, last mamber of the Squadren to
leave, was posted to Gamstone

26th Qotober, 1945  ANARDS,
Digtinguished Flying Cross: = Ause 437017 F/0. A.R. Sullivan
Distinguished Service Onder:= Aus. 556 ¥/Cdr, MG, Cowen
Bar to Distinguished Flying Grosui~ Ause Ll‘i.uj »é; GeCo Gardner
Ui 25 7, - v

ase 425083 e

\ise 408800 F/Lte

HOVEMBIR 2045
v
§th fiovember, 1945 AVAIDS, Hotdfdoation of the following awards ves
gazetted today: =

Distinguished ¥ Cross: = Ause 432472
Ause 427190
e 426411
us. 422995

A6th November, 1045, AUADS, Notification of the following awards was
gasetted today: =

Distinguished Piying Oross; = Ause 427805 F/0, Du
\use 432198 ¥/Mte Dol Joliy
use 417991 5/ M
us, 425872
use 428279







