


18/115/41n/1976

The Secreb
Deg m‘tm 3# o. 4oy

Parwacded herewith for historical x'famis is a
brief history of No. 461 Spuadven, i APy from the

dote of fomaticn uatil 5‘!/3, W3y compiled from the
Operatims lecords Dookse

2o Please acknowledge recedpt.
U 1/
( 1." RT)y
smadron lpader, for
\ir Vice Nerghaly
IR OFTICER COMLSIPING




BY FERRY CUMMAND

A8 /125/ 05022080
20/‘5/"0—5.
Ex ECRET
The secretary,
Departaent of Air,

Vietoria Barracks,
lelbournc, Asustrelis.

1IGTORIC BECURDS

He. 461 Squadron : R. As As X.

Forwarded herewith for jilstorical
Records is copy of dooument ve the
formntion of Ho. 461 bquadm, ReAohoP,

g T
gtk WRT
Web, TARE )
Sgua Leader, Tor
" adr Vice Harehal




COPY

POSTAGRAM
CcC/8. T7407/5.

Commonwealth of Australia, Air Liaison Office, Date 7th April,1942,

Copy to:=- Alr Ministry D.T.0s
Headquarters, No. 19 Group.
Alr Ministry D.O,N.C,.

From: Headquarters, Coastal Command. SECRET

Formation of No, 461 R,A.A.F,{(Sunderland)
Squadron.

Authority has been given for the formation of
No. 461 R,A.A.F, (Sunderland) Squadron, which it is proposed
to base at Mount Batten, for the time being.

2, To start this gquadron it is recommended that a
nueleus of aircrew and maintenance personnel should be
transferred from No. 10 R.A.A.F, Squadron, which squadron

is relatively well off for crews, having 36 pilots, of which
14 are eaptains, and a further 7 are qualified by day.

Be In these circumstances, it is recommended that

8/Ldr. Burrage should be posted to assume temporary command
of No, 461 gquadron, until such a time as an Australian Wing
Commander can be made available, It is also recommended that
s many of the E,A.T,S aircrew personnel, and ground staff

as can be released without impairing the efficiency of No,10
Squadron shall slso be transferred to No. 461 Squadron.

L In making this representation it is pointed out

that this Commend has recently released three Australisn

Flying Boat Captains from R.A.F, Squadrons to return to Australia,
which has left the Command singularly short of experienced

Flying Boat Pilots,

5. With this proposed transfer of personnel from

No. 10 8Squadron, No. 461 Squadren will be in a position

to accept the few Sunderland aircraft which, it is understood,
are ready for allotment at an early date, and commence
operational erew training,

6. 8ince the 0.T.U. will only be able to provide

this Squadron with about one crew per month it is recommended
that experienced Austrslian airecrew personnel now employed

in land-plane squadrons should be posted to 461 Squadron,

and converted to Flying Boats within the scope of the Squadron.




It is understood that there are a number of such
personnel in the U.K.

7o The neeessity of forming this Squadron as
quickly as possible ecannot be over-emphasised.

Originator's (signed) A.M. Carry Time of
Signature: Group Captain, Origin,




RAFT OF NO.10 SQUADRON Up 411 31/12/1942,

ROYAL, AUSTRALIAN AIR PORCE

Date taken Date taken
Adyeraft No. Letter on Charge Remarks off Charge

N, S048 A 11l. 9. 39. Burnt out in hanger 27.11.40.
during air raid on
Plymouth

N. 9049 19. 9. 39, Destroyed at moorings 10. 5. 4l.
at Malta during an
air raid

N. 9050 3.10. 39, Handed over to 95 14, 3. 4.
Squadron,R.A.F,

P. 9600 ) 27.10. 38, Handed over to
N0.228 Squadron,RAF, 20.11. 41.

9601 3.11. 39. Burnt out at moorings 27.11.
during an air raid -
Plymouth

9602 13.11. 39. Crashed on landing 2, 9. 4o.
at Oban

P. 9608. F 28,11, 39. Crashed on landing 2. 6, la.
at base.

P, 9604 15.12, 39. Handed over to 201 he 12 3o
Squadron,R,A.F.

P. 9605 21,12, 39, Handed over to h, B. M2,
No. 4 0,T,.U.




Date teken Date taken
Alreraft No, Letter on Charge Remarks off Charge

T. 9047 L. 18.10.40, Aircraft damaged on
landing at sea
during an air sea
rescue operation,
Alreraft sunk by
Destroyer.

19.12.40. Handed over to
43 Growp

14, 443, Crashed while on 28.
patrol

19. 6.11. Forced landed at 1.
sea and was damaged.
Alrcraft finally sunk
by gunfire from
Destroyer

27. 741,

1.8.4.
11.8.41.
28.8.41,

29.9.41, Crashed on making a 15.,12,41.
forced landing

20.11.41, Did not return from patroel 5.,12.41.
23,11.41.

June, 41, Handed over to 228 16. 12, .
Squadron,R.A.F.




(4

Date taken Date taken
Aireraft No. Letter on Gharge off eharge

3999 Attacked and shot down
by an "Arado" (196) 2. & h2e

Did net return from 9. 8. 42,
patrol

Handed over to No,U3 July, 1942,
Group

Crashed on landing at 12 135 42,
Base on return from
Gibraltar

6. 9.
24,11,
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BY AIR MAIL -

184/115/A1r/12671

22/6/43.
SECRET
The Secretary,

Department of Air,
Vietoria Barracks,

Melbourne, Australia.
HISTORICAL RECORDS

No. 461 Squadron : RoAsA.F.

Further to this Headquarters
letter 184/115/A1r/11976, dated 12/5/43,

2. Attached is brief history of

No. 461 squadron for April and May,1943,
compiled from the Operations Records
Books,

I e

3. Please acknowledge receipt.

fc A

(W.B.TART)
Squadron Leader, for
Air Vice Marshal,

AIR OFFICER COMMANDING.




IL 20th, 1943, TACK
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vessel
sent with the

Supplies
until relieved by a Catalina,

eavy 6mipent,

le on anti~sub:
surface five miles on







Aeronmdical Engineers.

00, Berkelony Sgoane




In reply to your letter of yesterday, ref-
erence, relative to the request you have received from
S/L. Tert, regarding the incident of the "Sunderland"
landing on an airfield, the Over r received a letter
reparding this from W/C. Douglas, \,F. Station, Pem=-

W/C. Douglas stated th?t they
the incident and would be

Overseer has stated that
eive the film but so far 1t h, not
it becomes available we will arrange
stills from it.

Tn the meantime, if Squadron Leader Tart would
to write direct to Pembroke Dock, he may obtain
ilm before it is despatched to our Overseer.

ithfully,
S (R & B) LIMITED.




183/115/ar 23/6/43

Commanding Officer,
No. 461 Squadron, ReidF.,

Attached are copies of letters from Messrs. Short Brothers on stills
from a film of & Sunderland landing on an airfield.

2. ould you please advise whether it would be more practicsble to obtain
these stills from you or from Short Brothers? The correspondence does not make
clear what is the present position.

(w.BJIRT),
Squadron Ieader, for
Adr Vice Marshal




18L/115/Adr,

Jomnanding Officer,
Wo, 461 squadronyR.A./
«AF, Gtation,
embroke Dock,

South wales.

HISTORIES

Pilot Officer W, W as ippointed to
the Fublic Relations Branch to aet as i =charge of
historiesl records, 8 duties will inelud e collection

&nd correlation of all information concerning . i.A.M.
Squadrons and persomnel in Great Britain so that an adequate
and comprehensive Official History of the R.A.A.F, may be
written after the war.

24 lfuch valuable information has already been received

from the perusal and extraction from the Sguadron's Operational
lecords Books, From these, Daily Operational Narratives

are compiled showing how each operation dovetails in with
Group and Command activity.

1% is suggested, however, that a member of your
Sguadron be detalled to write the history of the Squadron,
with particular emphasis on its background, atmosphere, change
of logation, personalities, snd achievements - in brief, &
history covering all sides of the sguadron, but particularly
those aspects which ¢an only be written by a person with an
intimate knowledge of the sgquadron.

be This is already being done, lar y through the
enthusiasm of parti 3 several squadrons
both in United Kingdom and Middle &e 1% is hoped each
Squadron will follow this lead as the inner story of the
Squadron is something which no one from Headqusrters will have
time or knowledge to ite.

De it is desired to assist in every way, however, and
Pilot Officer Newnham will visit the Squadron within the
next few wecks to disouss the matter further with you and with




iember appointed to do the job It is hoped in this

way to instigate the writing of a Unit history full
life and colour, and which will be of value to the
ation as well as an intensely interesting dooument to
i elped establish the fine reputation

o B3 TAR!
uadron Lead

vVice

ir
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e No. 461 Squadrof;; o
L Re A IR T
LJIL ol

Ref :- 4&1/3.103/@2.

Air Officer Oonmarding.,
R.A.A.F. Overseas Headquarters.,
Kodak House., 63 Kingsway.,
LONDON. WeCoZe

PHOTOGRAPHS FOR HISTORICAL RICORDS.
e
Reference to your 184/A15/AIR fated
8+7+43, erclosed please fird photogmﬁls as
requested. Also included are 2 copies
each of PDG.307 dmd PBG. 308 which are further
photographs which have been taken and you may
like to irclude ir your recordse

/ C//% 4/.“,,/24

o Squa.dror\ Leader T fCommanding.
No. 461 Squadron, R.A.A.F.
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Histe of Jio,

the remaining three were dzme,ed. Ee G, .ucs, o f1ight
engineer was killed, Aus, 403778 L/L Kol Simpson, the mviustor,
wos founded and Aus. 407499 F/Sghe Goode, R, the rear gunner,
rendered temporarily unconscious,  F/ite Walker flew the Sunderland
back en three engines,

This action was described by the Secretary of State of Air as
“Outstandingly gallant md siccessful."

Congratulations were also received from the Air Officer
Connanding, Coastal Commend and the Chief of Air Steffs

AARDS,  Innediate awards of the D,S,0, to F/Lt. Walker,
n, D to F/0, Simpeon, navigetor, and DJF.M. to rear and
p gunners, F/Sgt. Goode and ¥/Sgte Pullers

ZUE 3rd, 290, R S50UE,  vhile on Antiesubmarine patrol
F/1k, ighted a d:.nr;lu vith three sarvivors of a glider
Whieh bad gent doun'in Ay e lo rought & Serverte 4o 0 esmne
to plak them upe

Jl.rﬂ“ Ath, %2‘ RU‘I/\L yis The Duke of Gloucester visited the

the crews end personnel, being particularly
ety ‘/Lt. walkers

JURE Tthy 1943, SURTAL, Sgte Jiles was buried with full militery
honourse

[ISIT,  The Air Officer Commanding, Goastal Comaand,
Adr Marshal JoCe Sles: K.CuBuy DyS0., MGy visited the




eat

350




181,/115/14385.

The Secretary,
t of

Purther to this Hesdquerters' letlor 180,/115/A4x/11976,
dated 12/5/43,

2, Atteched is brief history of No. 461 Squadron, T i
for the month of July, 1943, cor piled from the Operations Records
Books.

3 Please scknowledge receipt.

Mexshal,
DING,




18,/115/Adr,

30/8/43.

Aus,20264 Sgt. B. MacDougall,
461 Squadren, R.A.A.F,
R.ALF, Statlm

PEBROKE DOCK, S. WALES,

Enclosed are two negatives which
you lent to Publie Relations Seetion of this
Headguarters to tske off prints for historical
record purposes, They are retumed with thanks,

#

il

(W.B. TART)
Squadron Leader, for
Adr Vice ’Earshal
AIR OFFICER CO: 'LAN’DE G




184/115/Aix/15115
20/9/4:3.
SECRET
The Secretary,
Department of Air,
Victoria Berracks,
Melbourne, Australia.
HISTORICAL RECORDS
To. Squadron : R, A, A, F,

Further to this Headquerters' letier
184/115/Air/11976, dated 12/5/43,

2. Attached is brief history of No. 461
Squadron, R.A,A.F, for the month of August, 1943,
compiled from the Operations Records Books.

3. FPlease acknowledge receiyt.
LS w "

W,B. TART)
Squadron Leader, for
Adr Vice Mershal,
AIR OFFICER COMMANDING,




S0 A,







184/115/4ix/16192
28/10/43.

The Secretary,
Department of Air,
Victoria Barracks,
Melbourne, Australis,

HISTORICAL RECORDS

No. 461 Squadron : R, A, A, F.

Further to this Headquarters' letter
184/115/Aixr/11976, dated 12/5/43,

2. Attached is brief history of No. 461
Squadron, R,4,A.F. for the month of September, 1943,
compiled from the Operations Records Books,

3. Please acknowledge receipt.

(W.B, TART)
Squadron Leader, for
Air Vice Marshal,
AIR OFFICER COMMANDING,







184/115/43x/169 7k
23/11/13,

The Seeretery,
Department of Air,
victoria Barracks,
Melbourne, iustralia,

Ho. 461 Squadron : R, A

Purther to this Headquarters®' lettier
184/115, /11976, dated 12/5/43,

2. Attached is brief history of No. 461
squadron, R.4,4.F, for the month of October, 1343,
compiled from the Operations Records Books,

3 Please acknowledge receipt.







History of No. 461 Squadron (contd).

NOVEMBER 9th, 1943, APTACK fhile on Anti-Submarine

patrol, Sunderland captained by Mus. 41l I. Dobson was
ked by four Ju.88s. were sustain asuelties.  One

eneny aircraft

OVEMBER 25th, 1943, Aus. 403860 S/1dr Cooke, D,F.C, took over

aties of Flight Comuander from Aus. 3932 S/Idr, Egerton, D.F.C.
who is Nturnim; to Australia.

28 i
s »u195£ ¥/,

Howe b a
failed to return. The crew were hus. 401956 P/Lt. D
Aus, 4OOLLk ¥ /0. 3.5 Dupont, b, Aus. 5364 P/0.

4193 otits, Aus, 412533
Loz'e, Aus, 1.4.42519 F/0. E.R. wuc»er, Sgt. Re Jeffreys, an
7/Sgbs J.H. Poulton.

NOVEMBER 30th, 19438,
Aus, 171 W/Cdr, DeL.G., Dougl:

and Allied officers, attended a Gard
met their liajesties,

STATIST
Tltal number of sorties and hours completed by the
Squadron up to 30.11.43
Sorties 630
Hours 7101

inemy Subnarines dest 4, probably
aircraft de 10, probably destroyed 8, damage




ctoria

ELBOU

eutenant,
shal,




DECEMBER 5th, 1943.
D.7.C. and Bus. 403860
als

ol
Hy
absence, through illness, of Hiik the ;,m:.

LECEMBER 9th, 1943, y

Alr Officer Goa sn.hm y marsers, accompanied by
Wing Commands he

DEC} verend
ro:

DECEMSER 2hth, 1943, Y NAVAL FORCE
ms. AMEG ¥/ u. C. Jo - Dawson,

ORCE,

royers and a
Ause 520692

ion with

Eve
e Commanding Officer,
eech, thanking

tainment the
the Station.

401976 P/0. Po
5 survivors,
from the Air Officer Commanding
@) Piea

>Or<xu'nc1 of

Submarines sunk k, &

Enemy aircraft destroyed 4, probably destroyed 6, damaged 8,




Purther
/14x/23976

ached is

Squadron, Reh.AF. f
Nominal Poll deted

lease a




History of No., 461 Squadron (contd),
JANUARY, 1943,

Jenuary 10th, 194k  VISIT, The Reva R.C. Russell, §/Ld

Presbyiarean Chaplain of R, A AF. Overseas Headquarters visited the
Squadrs

January 17th, 194, 4 Notification of the award of th
Distingaished Flying Cross £6 Aus. 403417 A/F/Lte D.H. Kennedy,
was gazetted today.

January 26th, Ahkyy {_COMMANDING OFFICER, Aus. 256 VW/Cdr. J.Me

Hampshire, D.F,C, took over comuand of the Squadron from Aus, 171
W/Cdre D,L.G. Douglas, I

Jenuary 28th, 194 SUBMARINR SUNK, Sunderland captained by
Aus. 420692 F/Lt. Tucas, attacked a u11/ 2 at with
depth charges and machine gun fire,
but accurate fire from the Sunder:
out of action. The firs ’om a charged & 1 were
unsuccessful but the onning tower
and the U-boat blew up. seen in the water
antity of ‘eu{uge Su la aptained by Aus. 409326
F/Lts DeAs Sinclair dropped a dingny to the survivors.

0 gunners

January 30th . A0kle  VISIT,

tional Sorties 756

ing destroyed 5, damage
eny alrcraft destroyed 4, probably destroyed 6, damaged 8.




184/115/Air
23/2/kk,

Commanding Officer
0. 461 Squadron,
«A.F, Station,
Pembroke Dock,

S, Wales,

ould you please supply two half plate
prints each of the two groups tsken in front
of the Flying Boa These are required for
records and for publicity purposes.

/
Squadron Leader, for

Air Vice Marshal,
OFFICER COMMANDING,




The Secretary,

t of
Victorie Barracks,
iielbourne, jiustralis,

Purther to this iHes
184/115/24x/11976, dated 1
2s Atteched is a brief
Squadron,R. A A.F, for Fet
from the Operations Records

3

Se Please scknowledge receir




Februa; ird, 1944, SOCIAL, 4 Squadron dance was held to which
the wives of all Squadron persomnel were specially invited.

Pebruary 6th, 19k, W/Cdr. Douglas addressed a farewell message to
persomnel of the Squadron,

Pebruary 8th, 1944, S/Ldr. F » Baird took over the duties of
Flight Commander,

§/1dr. 4.C.H. Petherick,R.A.A.F, Liaison Officer, visited the
Squadron,

February 15th, 194, AIR SEA RESCUE, ihile on Anti-Submarine patrol

Sunderlend captained by ius, 412498 F/Lt. C.J, Dewson directed an A.S.R.
launch to three dinghies with American aircrew.

February 23, 1944, ATTACK Y A Whie on Anti-Submarine
patrol Sunderland ceptained by Aus. 411268 ¥/0, J. Dobson had & short
engagenent with a Ju, 290, Shots were fired but no claim is mede end no
dsmage or casuelties were sustained.

Februery 27th, 1944,  SPORT.  An "Austrelien Rules" footbell match
wes played in London ageinst R.A.A.F, Overseas Headquerters,

February 29th, 1944, VISIT S/Ldr. R. Mersh from R.A.A.F. Overseas

Headquarters visited the Squadron.

Three new aircraft were received during the month, fitted
h the FN 5 twin-gun nose turret and four fixed front guns, as well as
the "Gyro sight" tail turret.

STATISTICS. Statistics from formation up to 29.2
Hours 8781
Sorties 785
Miles 1,055,210

Submarine sunk - 5, damaged - 2,
Enemy edreraft ~ 4, probsbly 4 - 6, demaged - 8,







