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HISTORY OF No. SQUADROW, RoA, A, Fy

1943, FORMATIO! 463 Squadron started forming en
at Waddington under the Command of Wing Commander R,
Kingsf ard—_nxth.

Flight of 467 R,A.A.F. Squadron, commanded
by Flight Lieutenant LB, Locke, D,F.C, was transferred in its
entirety to 463.

NOVEMBRR 26th, 194 ~ PIRST CPERATION - BERLIN,  Six aircraft took
art in the Squadron's first operation and the target
Lancaster captained by Aus, 8687 J/Lm:. Saunds AeJ. was attacked
by a Ju,88, but after meny hits tered by the Lancasters gumers,
the eneny aircraft was seen to explode and dive away out of controle
Unfortunately the Squadron lost one aircraft. 3
Aus, 416646 F/Sgt. Fowler, J.W. Sgte Williams, J.L.,
t. Thomas, J JeP., Aus, 425766 Sgt. Sherwin,

sentatives of the press have visited
to date the Squadron has 26 crews, and

411652 P/0, G.L. lessenger
413798 P/u. C.0. Schouberg
414027
ALY 3

A.M‘QGB P
416775

Aus, 29881

Aus, 41203) J/L. A
417003 F/0, X
1420127 Sgte A
412356 B/0, G. ake:

/Sgt. Fowler

7 /aU’L;‘ Saunders, A.Js
416418 P/0. D,C.
416893 P/0. J. Roberts







History of No, 463 Squadron (contd

DECEMBER, 1943

DECEMBER 2nd, 191 RAID ON BERLIN, Five crews took off to take
part in the raid on Berlin.  Four were successful and returned safely.
The £ifth returned early with engine failure,

DECEMBER 3rd, 1943, N _LEIP; Oaly one aireraft from the
Squadron ook part in this raid, The target was successfully attacked
and the aircraft returned safely to base.

DECEMBER 16th, 1943, RAID ON BERLIN, Another raid on Berlin and

this tine thirteen aircraft took off,  Lancaster captained by Aus, 416418
P/0, D.C, Dunn was shot up by flak and his bombadier wounded in the

leg, but all aircraft returned safely,

DECEMBER 20th, 1943, RAID ON FRANKFURT, Nine aircraft took off to
attack Prankfurt but one returned early owing to the port inner engine
catching fire, All aireraft returned safely,

uucmuma 23rd, 1943,  RAID _Of BERLIN, rlin again and 12 aireraft took
art,  Aus. 420127 P/0, is port engine hit by flak

over the target, and one aircraft failed to return, The crew were: -

/0. AW, Heap, Sgt. Carter, C jall, Sgt. McCreadie, D,

E Ryan, Lall Sgt. u.Lnu\.iuLe, ¥ and F/Sgts Glover, K,R.R.

DECEMBER 25th, 1943, Stand down, and a very good Christmss day wes
enjoyed by all.

DECEMBER 29th, 1943, RAID ON RLIN, ine aircraft took part i
another succesaful attack on BOrlin asd all retwmes safely,

STATISTICS, Squadron statistics up to 3R.12.43

Sorties 55
Hours 360 - 30 mins,
Miles 116,021
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Eistory of No. 463 {contd).

JANUARY, 29hk

Japuary let, 194h.  BAID ON BERLIN. Twelve aircreft took off to
attack Berlin end ten were successful. Gloud conditions made
observation of results difficult but the glow of fires could be seen.
One aircreft returned early, being uneble to gain height. One aireraft
failed Lo rewrn. The orew were: - Aus. b102r,4 F/cgt. lawson,

N ith, F/Sgt. C.D. Redysve- Aus. 422008

Eggleson. lancester captained by Aus. h

was attacked by two ememy fighters. Hits were seen on both and one
is calimed as probably destroyed end the other as dameged., lancaster
captained by Aus. 417003 F/0. Sehultz was attacked by & Ju.88 whieh

is cluimed ss dan

Januery 2nd, 1344, . BAID ON BERLIN. Eight aireraft took off to
atteck Perlin, five werc sucoessful,iwo returned early, with engin
ieing trouble and one failed to return. lencaster captained by
huse 5684 F/Lt. Vortimer, R.J. wes attacked by an enemy fighter, and
ualties. The enemy fighter iz cleimed

as damsged . ) P/0. Emitk end crew also cleim a J
damaged. e missing crew were: - Aue. 410021 F/Sgt. Vestherill, J.,
s te Cowcll. A "/o Cage. J Aus. 423290 Sgt. Looney, F

s ¥ 10805 P/0. Symonds, P.L
e, 417659 Sgt. Fon: ir.gvsv. c.

Jenuary Sth, 194k, BAID SIEITTIN. Eight aireraft took off end
seven attacked Stettin. Appeared ta be a successful attack and fires
were concentrated. u ~ unsble to climb.
lancaster captained by A 534 ©oXnight eleims @ Ju.80 dameged.
A11 eireraft returned safely.

Japuery 19k, Jokh. VISIT. i 3 ief of &ir staff,
Air Vice 'arshal Jones, accern e Murshel Wrigley,
Afr Officer Commending R.A.AF. Oversess Feedquerters visited the Squadron.

Jenuery lith, 1944. RAID ON BRUNSWICK. Thirteen eircreft took off
to attack Brunswick, twelve were successful end the glow of fires could
h the elouds. Fighters were active and three aireraft

were attacke: Lencaster captuined by ius. 412356 F/0. G.F. Baker

&8 damaged. Lancaster

es badly shot up. The A/B
wes hit by splinters and the rear gumner beceme unconscious due to
damaged oxygen. The enemy mircraft was destroyed. Lsmaster captained
by Aus. 401980 S/1dr. Locke slso claime & demsged.

anuery 20th, 15 ID ON EERLT Eleven eircraft took off to
attack Berlin and al e id. Fomb bursts end the glow
of firee were seen through the cloude. Sgt. Turner, the mid-upper
gunner of Lai pteined by Aus. 416775 P/O.F.L. Merrill, wes

dead on reaching base, through lack of oxygen.

Jenusry 21st, 19k. RAIDS ON VAGDERUSG & BRRLIN. Thirteen aircraft
took off, sloven to attack lagleburg, end two to attack Berlin. All
returned safely to bese. As the Squadron vas over Megdeburg eerly it
ible to aseess resulte but fires seemsd to be teking &
Lancester captained by kus. 406367 /0. J. Nancarrow
returned early with engine trouble.

Jauery 27th, J944. BAID ON EERLIN. Eleven aircraft took off to
attack Berlin and one failed to ret: Appeared to be a ,

ter opposition and flek wae negligible.  The missing orew
were: - Ause 405721 F/0. Leslie, A.J.De, Sgt. Jones, R.R., W/0. Finn, T.V.,
Sgt. Wiggins, A., Aus. 423061 F/0. Chidgey, F.S. Aus. 417275 ¥/Sgt.
Barrett, D.G. and Sgt. Falconer, J.




194k. RAID ON EBERLI
fourteen aircraft took off.
feiled to return and two returned
technical trouble. lLerge explosions and e ntrated fires were
b 1 riles away.
+ destroyed &

Jenvery ’Lt'm 1944k, RAID

3 '|mm<e(’ .
s LS. Sgt. Verner,
iy ‘/sbv. Gilee,

gt

Sgt. Erown,
Borroleile, G40,
gt

Statisties from formetion v

Operational F

2, probably destroyed 1, damaged
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History of No. 463 Squadron (contd),

FEBRUARY, 194he

Februsry 6th, 194k,  VISIT $/1dr, Vincent, R,A.A.F. Liaison officer
5% Bomber Command, and F/Lte Cartwright from 5 Group Hesdquarters,
visited the Squadron.

February 13th, 1 SPORT,  An Australian Rules football match was
Played on the Station between R.A.A,F. Overseas Headquarters team and
a team picked from 463 and 467 Squedrons,

Pebruary 15th, 194k, RATR ON BERLIN, ~Seventeen aircraft took off and
Sixteen atbacked Berlin,  Cloud over the target mede observation of
results diffioult but the glow of fires could be seen. Flak was heavy.
One airoraft abandoned mission owing to engine trouble.  All returned
safely,

Pebruary 19th, 1944,  RAID ON LEIPZIG, ghteen aircraft took off

To atback Leipsig.  Sixteen were saccessful, one sbandoned mission due

to engine trouble, and one failed to return,  Seems to have been a

very successful and concentrated attack and the glow of fires could be

seen 100 miles gway. The missing crew was: - Aus. 412936 P/0., Fayle, Eels,
Sgt. Baker, CoTa, F/O. Chappell, L., Sgte Tophem, LK., Sgts

Parrell, RaJ., Sgbe Vickery, AsL.N., and Aus, 425264 F/Sgt. Bennett, B.P.

February 20th, 10k, _BAID ON SIUTTGART, Fourteen aircraft took off
and siccessfully ettacked Stuttgart. Fires were very concentrated,
the glow being seen 200 miles away. All aircraft returned safely.

Pebruary 23rd, 194k,  VISIT, 8/14r. . Tart and his successor
§/1dr. D.N. Gillison £rom R, A, A ¥, Overseas Headquarters, London
visited the Squadron.

February 2th, 1944, ~ RAID ON SCHVEDNFURT, Seventeen aircraft set
SFf %o bomb Schweinfurt, Fourbeen abtacked, one abandoned mission owing
to engine trouble, and two failed to return, A very successful raid,
the vhole target erea was covered with fire, The missing crews were: =
Aus. 255684 F/Lt. Mortimer, R.J., Sgte Everard, H., Aus. 420848
P/0. Baggie, WeJ., Aus, 403028 P/0, Jackson, L.E., Aus. 415073
P/0, I M., Sgte Lloyd, G. = Aus, 413219 F/Lte Mertin, CuJu,
s. 400246 F/0, White, D,B., Aus. 413388 ¥/0. Jacombs,
¥ 1low, JuTe Aus. 417392 F/Sgte Mertin, C.H,

February 25th, 1944, = RAID OF AUGSBURG, ~ Out of thirteen startems,
Twelve abbacked Augsburg. One failed to retwm, Generally considered
a very successful raid, a very large explosion was seen in the target
area and aircraft in the second wave report thst fires had taken a good
hold and could be seen 150 miles away. Lencaster captained by

Aus. 415280 P/0., E.A.L. Smith was engaged by a FW.190. The Lencaster
wes damaged and the FW destroyed, The missing crew was: =

Aus, 415345 P/0, McKnight, K.i., Sgte Roberts, LeWs, F/O. Isham, S.A.,
Aus, 410710 F/0. Nelson, S.J., Aus. 418425 F/0, Johnson, CeJe,

Sgte Winn, T., Sgt. Linford, K.

February 27th, 19k,  AVARD, The award of the Distinguished
Flying to Sate VeGe Holt was gazetted todaye
STATISTICS, Statistics from formation up t0 292k

Hours 1565
Sorties 242

Enemy aircraft destroyed - l.







