


UNIT HISTORY SHEET
APPEIDIX' JANUARY,1946

To show neighbourly spirit for the New Year,was the apparent aim of Mr,

7, FLYNN,who ovns adjacent property at RUM JUNGLE,when he presented

this Unit with a remarkably fine,dressed hind ot one of his pig

il;lme expression was much appreciated and the exeellent pork was anjoyed
v all,

On New Years day an unknown miner walked on to the Unit and begged to
see the Dentist, It tumed out that he had walked 47 miles from MOUNT
FINNIS to BATGCHELOR and swam six flooded rivers = all during a terrific
stome-because he had the toothache,He had removed six of the front teeth

himself with a pair of pliers,but could not grip the larger ones at the
rear,0f such stuff are men of the outback,Arrangements were made to
convey him to DARWIN and receive attention,

Tor the last few week~ends Corporal 'sDUGCAN,EDWARDS and HOLLAWAY have
conducted fishing partiea to LEE Point.They have usually returned here
with a wet seat and a bag of fish ~ a delicacy which is all the more
appx'eola.ted because of its rareity at this Unit.The brief holiday =
though of a busmans type = is looked forward to by all those participatin
With the withdrawal ot the liobile Cinema Unit and the installation of
the Static Plant at ADELAIDE RIVER tryansport is now provided twice weel
to convey personnel to this 22 mile distant locagion,

By arrangement with Area Welfare, this Unit has been transporting the
ReAsA.F, cinema operator and n].mu from ADELAIDE RIVER to the FENTON
Detachment onee weekly,

The persommel at FENTON ,though few in number are extremely gratified
with this provision for their entertaimment,

liost mmenwus news of the month was the order to disband Fo,53
OPERATION BASE UNIT,Vork has gone ahead in this respect and though
far from complatlnn,nmngausnte are well under control,

Naturally all ranks are antieipating a Southern posting and will have

no regrets at leaving "the tsrr}.tory',tknugh some have intimated their
unwillingless to leave 53 0.B.U.

It is proposed to hand over the 0.B, camp and strip to,a care and
maintenance party from R.A,A,F.DARV. vho will mainly service the
signal facilities all of which are to remain,

AGiT.DICK)
Flight Lieutenant
Jp 53 0.3,




LNIT HISTOR
DECEMBER, 5.

Affairs at 53 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT have settled down and after
the re concerni. sonnel and accomodation things are
working out quite snoothly.

The co=operation of Sqn,Idr, A.HARLEY of No,8 POSTAL UNIT
DARVIN in the provi ion of a tender to deliver mail to BACHELOR
7 days a week has been much apprecisted, No postal orderly is held
here on strengthybut IAC,. RO}I:I'}ON K. (‘zvui')rze'ﬂ: assistant,has filled
the gap very capably and is to be cc‘xbr’\.tulutr’d on his efforts to
dispenceto, and eollect mail for Unit members,

Credit must also be given to LAC .41_ ARD,F, teleprinter operator,
who looks after the affairs of the Unit Canteen and keeps us supplied
with the small extres, Naturally the plantii‘ul supply of cigarettes,
tobacco,beer and lolly water as well as the other commodities,i
assisting in the ep of morale in these times,

28 dinner on the Unit was a thing teo be remembered by all who were
present, The senior cook,COl AL SILFO, al the nessim staff
turned on a really magnificient spread,and everynn" was more than
satisfied, Volunteers assisted in the preparation of the meal,
decoration of the mess and in the clearing up,LAC,CRICKMORE devoted
mach of his time during the preceeding week to the production of a
hend peinted Memu Folder,a copy was provided for each place at the
meal and all were delighted with the guality and apnropx‘iute nature
of the work,

A small celebration was held in the evening v
quantity of ale was disposed of,

On Boxing Dayythe majority of the Uit went to NERRY SFRINGS
for a picnic,but although the weather was unfavourableywe all
hed quite a deal of fun,




IDILT_HISTORY SHERD
A NOVEMERR, 3045,

This menth has seen a sharp degrsase in Unit strength
vhich drepped frem 72 to 35. Needless te say these that aia
ge South were mest pleased at the prespect of having Xmas
dinner at heme, while we that remain are mere or less resigned
te another Xmas away frem heme, Arrangements are already in
hand to make the eccasien as festive and happy as pessible under
the ciroumstances prevalent at the mement,

On the night of November 9th, enc of the worst and mest
vivid stoms experieneed, was witnessaed in this lecality, Rell
upen rell of thunder erashed seemingly just abeve our heads,
while the lighitning was the mest fantastie and vivid ever seen,
Alarm was felt when a partienlarly terrifying belt struck the
eables near the pewer house and showered the lecality with sparks
and flashes, The cables were fimly welded together, while the

and of the plant were pitted and
rendered U/B. Officers and Sergeants, while at the evening
meal, were blinded by a flash which struck at the Mess building
and ran dewn the earth wire net 2 yards from where they were
sitting, The wireless aerials around the Unit were, of course,
struck many times, but enly miner damage resulted,

Captain Stan Miller, Salvatien Army Representative in this
area and based on our Unit has been keeping geing the goed werk
for which the Salvatien Amy is already fameus, Issues ol
comferts have been distributed regularly, while the arrival ef
the Captain in the bus (donated by the citizens of the city ef
Brunswick, Vie,) and his ice cold "deovah juice"™ is looked
forward te by surrounding Units, as well as ourselves, Captain
Miller is Welfare Officer at 53 0,B,U, and his interest in the
men and their deings is mest gratif ying and appreciated by all,

After having been with us for ever 3 years, the Dutch
Signals erganisatien clesed dewn during this month and transferred
% o Merauke, During these years a happy spirit ef cemradeship
has developed between the men of the twe Units and their
departure was viewed with regret,

The present strength at the Fenten Detachment is 9 men,
¥/0 C,H, Menchin, vhe was officer in charge, left to take up
duties at Nerth Western Area as Welfare Officer and the pest is
to be taken over by F/0 Cowless No, 6 Cormunicatien Unit fly
an eperater and the films frem Darwin to Fenten for the screening
every Tuesday night, Members frem the Chemical Warfare Unit and
men of nearby A.W,C. camps alse attend,

/
MDA
(G.gDICK)

Flight Lieutenant,
ing Ne. 53 9.3, WIIT




In the early past of the menth, this Unit lost its
nearest neighbour and a host of geod friemds vwhen Ne, Communication
t, under the command of S/Idr, (Dee) Fenten, departed for their
new lecation at Darwin eivil aeredrome, Members of the rear party

were quartered at this Unit for seven days,

A rare treat was provided for Unit personnel vwhen
IAC Whykes and several others on a shooting expedition, over a
week-end, brought baek 36 dueks and geese, ‘The messing staff were
congratulated on their preparation and serving of a really fine
meal,

Previously, this camp had been divided inte twe portioms
by the main read teo the Strip, With the ebjeet of consolidating
and re-organising the Unit, persemnel, the Unit canteen, the
Sergeants and Airmens messes ameng other facilities, ve transferred
to the Southern side of the read, Keen interest was showm in the
move, the quarters and buildings now being oecupied by the sergeants
and aimmen being much better, and all is prepared for the eoming
of the "Wet",

Iieutenant J, Wallbrink and his Duteh detachment of
ten nmen 4is ptill with us and maintaining a 24 hour signal serviee
with his organisation,

During the month, this Unit assumed contrel of the
Steam Iaundry situated at Coemallie Creek, Serious difficulties
in eenneetion with spare parts for the engine and beiler were
overcome by the resourecefulness and ingemuity of Sgt, Weidemhofer,
the N,C,0, in charge, Blankets are being laundered cleaned at
the rate of 90 per day,

The Mobile Cinema and its operators, whe have been
attached to this Unit, has been sereening two features each Tuesday
evening and the show has been well attended by persemmel from this
and nearby Units, Transport is previded three nights a week to
take personnel te sereenings at other locations in the vieinity
of Bateheler,

Fron the strength of 72 members, we were allothad
a queta of six te be interviewed by the Cormonwealth Var Investigat-
ions Cormittee, Only four aimmen whe were interested, could be
found and these were sent to Dexwin and interviewed on the night of
Saturday 25th Oetober, 1945,

ht Lieutenant,
ding Jo, 53 0,8, UNIT.




L v c‘ukrl‘{ overational
nadrons, com ir ovm t ories cOxIOJ’l"'”‘ thelr activities
3 0u% ihe v 2

War

‘/ Scctionm
tis are a

ven to persons

mlate a commom
¢ could be
ugsested that

st o1 1 ial is available at i
story Bection, R F, Head-cuar i
producing it

ERE

unit desirous

are invited to

+o addition, all
ithin the

f= 1sslst any

tory 0S€ tagd
make use of the fa leg 1
S e

0,

TRATIVE STAFF OI‘E ICER,

STERN AREA




4" SERTROWR, 1041,

The month has not been marked by any espeeial
ocourrences,

Sinee the cessation of hostilities all serviece
facilities have been satisfactorally maintained,

Additional recreational and sporting facilities
have been arranged for persornel on stand-down or time off,
There has been no detexioration in the hitherto high standard
of morale throughout the Unit,

The 3% K.V.A., for strip lighting has been completely
installed and in operation during night landings during the
month,

The A, W,C, have completed the resealing of the engine
ruming-up area on the main strip thereby minimising the
dust menaee,

A change of eormand is to take plase early in October
when Flight Iieutenant N.W, Ward (A, & 5,D,) will hand over
to Flight Iieutenant G, Diek (G.D,) from No, 5 Operational
Treining Unit,

(e

(W, WARD)
Flight Lieutenant,
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The continued fine weather has given the various sporting
activities of the unif wxcellent opportunities of pmmctice ganes
end seratch matches,

Satisfoctoxy interest has been showm by all persommel in
Zone Competitive msport in respeet to Tennds, Basket I s Cricket
and Soft Ball,

Teans will be entered in these games and frem the enthus-
damn shown in prectice gomes, the unit should asquit itself
1y in all of sport,

Baddington hes geined intercdt from the point of view of
an inter-scotion sport, A Challemge ladder is being prepared and,
vhen eompletod, it is expooted a good ampunt of spare time will
be devoted to gaindng "Top of the Iaddex”,

The cricket team suffered a defeat in the opening game of
the sengon, played on 19th, going down to 224 Redar Station by 122
runs to 66, The best seoro for 53 0,B,U, was IAC Jolmson with 25 muns
The most successfl bowlers were "Bill Redwards® 4 for 21 end ¥/sgh
Hoaley 2 for 27 and Gpl Cliffoxd 3 for 30,

Greater succeng vas cvident in the match against No, 6
Commmication ¥light on 20th, with & win foxr 0,B,U, The score was 9
for 206 against 1438 by gom, Flight, The best scorers for 53 0,B,U,
were IAC Jackson 58, F/S{;t/ncaluy 28 and Cpl Clifford 27 i, 0, and the
ontc:zmdim bowlers were §/0 Brouhead 4 for 35 end Cpl Clifford 3
fox 46,

Endeavours are being dircoted toward the complotion of
arrangenents for a Zone Doxing tournanent? Sgt Stiekley is promoting
& good deal of interest in this regard end has commenced a gymnasim
in the old Almmens Txensit lMess, BEech Tuesday night he will oquduet
training and irstmetional classes, Additional boxing material would
eapist in promoting further interest,

woekly C,0, parades are being continued and the bearxing
of the men, their dx-ﬁ.l ag well as the care of ams on issue to all
manks is very satisfactoxry,

The comp, from the point of view of hygiene and cleanlines:
of mesging and barracks isg tidy and orderly under existing eiroumstan
-es,

i %ﬂpn is quite satisfactoxy and good

The morele O
stondaxd of diseipline ico g rminfalned.
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sheets wronely numbered, Suggest some of the C,0's comments

should avpear in A,5 O retherthan devote A,50 to a record of
postings etec.
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APP APPENDIX "A"
No, 53 Operational Base Unis,

EILHIS ORY SHEET,

as at 31st December '44,

(a) Commanding Officer’s Appendix,

During the month of December, 1944 eleven inches 15 points of
n fell in the Unit area. is caused the Unit much conce rn W ith the
Station site as’the heavy rains were continua y
Parties of men were kept bus
and the help of No. 5 Div onal Works Office was
drain around the are: ver, the matter got out
h after one particularly heavy n the trench carrying the
underground cables subs d, pulling the earth mat down with it, A,)rth
Wes & rn Area Signals Sect e then informed and th ¥
the air for thre ys while No., 5 Radio

Unit carried out work to avert the po

g the month, an unsuccess
spray the mat a with weed kilLer. homver, the
much too fine and would not p throughé th
get a heavier conce n\:r.ﬂi’m of the solution a trial
cbe wa b t‘ cart

order to
m by using
4 carr !ln‘ va b tank - but it proved

of the area covered by th
]1 11 weeds but the on

gratest menac

forth-further “koct

the weed-

t:
bn advice, it was decide rsevere with
during the wet season but to rely on mowi in order to keep the
grass down.

The affairs of th i nt Store are now in good order as
evidenced by th: onthly r rt of the Zone Accounting Of er whian
states that everything is satisfactory,

uing, also the very popular nightly
recreational

‘The mo: d dis ine of the Unit personnel ar
a high standard.







UNIT HISTORY SHEET «

ommanding ficer's Appendix,

ain activity of the Unit for the month of November,
from normal functions, was an endesvour %o »*‘rmpln ten out
'airs of some seations, the records of which: hed, in the

past, been unsatisfaectory, This 1 icularly ap ides to the

zquipment Section and a t, 8 ng out the progress up to
he 281 has ady been formarded., The report
xpected that th 3

a furthe

oved anv a number

2 unserviceable
1 this area,
sxperiment

here 1s also wo
elivered Nos 8 H‘Vi lone
have ,ivqn the assuranace
ible.

month and
’m.ﬁntw
ponse, 80

1l be m

he morale and
'Lunu,ru “and
)OT‘ onnel

Already 97

training. these men, 44 have

inclosed with the Unit History sh
howing Unlt Headquarters Administrative
uarters, the Chapel and the Afrmen's Mess
suitably annotated on the back.

Flight Lieutenant,
commanding No, 53 0,8, UNIT.
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UNIT HISTORY SHEET

(a) Commanding Officer's Appendix,

Apart from the normal functions of this Operational Base
Unit, the main work in hand, at present, is the not unimportant
preparutions for the "Wet Season",

%111 June this year, the Airmen's Camp was dispersed
over a comparatively wide area which was unsatisfactory for many
reasons. Accordingly, a move was made and completed whereby,
although still having in mind such things as camouflage ete., all
the airmen's accommodation was trensferred %o four compact and
parallel lines, New showers and other facilities were provided
adjacent to it, The making of adequate paths and drainsis in
progress,with the result that the Camp Area should be in very fair
eondition in time to withstand the rains,which are expected in the
near fut

3/14r. G.M, PENNEFATHER, who was the Commanding Officer of
this Unit, was evacuated South on the 3rd September, 1944, on
account of internal trouble, and it is not expected that he will
return to an Operational Area, and the Adjutant, Flying Officer
GeEe MOGREGOR, has been temporarily command ing the Unit, Homever,
Flight Lieutenant V. VIVEKERS has now been posted to this Unit to
commend and will arrive about the middle of October,

Owing to no reaplacement having been made when the Defence
0ffieer was posted from this Unit, approximately five months ago,
defence training has, of necessity, slackened off considerably.
However, the Area Defence Officer- has arranged for a Defence
Officer and an A.D,I, to be on this Unit for sometime to enable the

trqininf to be “ronerly under way. They arrived on the

rse of defence training "m‘ (,Uﬂ’eneed

without delay h eonsiderable in P
ced in the arranging for the release of: #"ﬂ}ﬁé’l fth
efficiency.

On the 29th of the month the members of No, 8 R.A.
postal Unit,who remained at this Base after the removal of the
parent Unit,were attached to this Unit for duty at the A.F.P.0.
No, 22,

e
VZ

(G.E. JIcGRaGOR)

P, yi g Offiesr

.A_cndin[_ No, 5«) 0,B, UNIT.

1= 8th Oetober, 1944,




M ; Group 67, R.A.A.F,, DARWIN, N.T,

Headquarters, NORTH WESTERN AREA - Group 22 DARWIN.
(Copy to 79 WING HE:DJUARTERS)

s 2nd September, 1944,
: 13/9 /A1R(343)

UNIT HISTORY SHEET

1. Forwarded herewith is the Unit History Sheet,
together with appendix, relative to this Unit for the
month of August, 1944,

Fly nlb office.r,

Tomp [Commending No, 53 0,B, UNIT
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Group 22, RA.4.F. DARVIK,
ALL UNITS,

28 August, 1944,
24/27/0RG, (94)

OFFICIAL HISTORY OF THE, Redien B,
ALTAGHIINT OF N \RR..TORS,

Reference paras 1-3 of this Hgad suorters Orgsnisation
Aaministrative Instruction Ny.95 dated 7 July, 1944,

2e R.d.4.F.Eeadquarters has advised of the sttachment to this
Feodquortsrs of & undsrmentioned personnel as narrstors for the pre-
peration of first nar: of operaticns in nnd from NORTE WESTERN /REA

B/Lt, S, J, SKITE  (266036) and
32987 SGT. HARTIGAN, G.T.. (assistant to narrator)

N The functlon of narrstors will be to peruse current records,
to tender edvice concerning the mointsnonce and ecquisition of records;
to carry out interviews with oppropricte officers; ond to sffect the
writing of the first narrative as soon as possible after the conclusicn
of major operstions,

4. Narrotors should not be confused with Public Relotions 0ff-

icors as their duties arc entirely separbte and distinct, The inform-
atlon to be acguirsd by the otor is solsly for th. purpose of his—
toricel record for the ultia J imcnt into the official history of
S hehaily. Ing of historical significence (irrespective of

sacuri is therafors to bo wade evailsbls to guch officers.

it

5. 3 ing officers are

(a) 411 possible facilities ars ssde available o narrato
present during the carrying cut o operations, so that their
atives mey be based es fer as possible on first hand evidsnce

b, Nerrators are given adequate opportunity for interviewing
personnel and for the perussl Of records ond documents of histor-
1cal significance.

(e) Alr Trensport, subject tc cparaticnal exigencies, is to be
made svailable as reguired, in which connsction it may frequently
be necessary for a narrator ond his assistant to travel togethaor,

-8 Narrators will cerry cameras for recording pictures of his~
orical interest and facilitics for the developing snd printing of
their filus arc to be made aveilable, :

5 Units are holding qusntities of records of historicsl velue
(84gs Intelligence Officers' reports on Operations) copies of which heve
not been received at R.A,A.F. Headquarters as sttachments to the War
Diary. Certain of thesec documents (by repson of thoir age) are no
longer required to be retained at units. In order to avold the labor-
ious work involved in meking copies, narrators, when visiting Units will
indicate such documsnts es are so required st R.A.A.F.Heedquarters
(Historicel Records Section). The Unit is thercupon to despatch the
documents t0 R.A.4.F, Headquarters (Historicel Records Section) provided
they arc no longer requircd for eny purposg at the Unit, and provided
thet the consent of this Heedquerters is first,o ined.

Sorr),
- Group Soptain
‘x\'\\x\vl Steff Officer Aduind s trotive,
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N officcrs are-to be x‘osmihla—mmmr ocontents of the.
Unit History, Shects, but arc to appoint an officer is to be respop-
sible for the preparation of the Unit history sheet, provided howevek,
that the squadron intclligence officer 1s to be persomally responsiblc
for the preparation of Form A51 including the documents roquired to bec
attached theretos

COMMANDING OFFICERS' REPORTS.

9 The Commanding Officers of Wings and Units are to prepare a short
rcport which 1s to be attached as an appendix to the unit history shect.
In the case of the C/O. of a Wing, his rcport is to cover all the activ-
itics generally of his Wing Unite and also his Wing Headquarters Unite

10. The purpose of the rcport is to provide the official historian
with essential background information not ineluded in tho day to day
cntries, Such reports should thercfor be in the naturc of a goneral
roview of the activitics of the Wing ond/or Unite

11, It should rofer to the difficultics and obstaclos cncounteored in
conncGtion with any particular mattor and to any particular steps taken
§ as a result thereofs
12, It should also show comments on thc degrcc of success achieved in
the carrying out of thc Wing or Unit's activities for thc month under
review, together with factors offecting the results so achieveds

13 The report is to include comments on such matters as discipline,
morale, living conditions, general welfare of personncl and other domes—
tic matters heretofor not covercd in the Unit History Shect.

1he Appropriate photographs, meps, sketches are %o be attached as
appendices to Form A50 and A51, as the casc may be ( depending upon
whether such photographs depict operational or other activities of the
Unite

154 Photographs, if procurable, should not only cover the operational
or other activities of the Unit or Wing but it is most desirablc that
photographs should be obtained of all other aspects of service life and
conditionse

164 Photographs arc to be ade tely inscribed on the back thereof,
showing the nccessary particulars for subscquent rcferencce They should
show the namc of the unit, the type and placc of the event, article,
oquipment or anything else photographed, giring details or description,
and Af personnel included should give numbers, names, initials and rank,
unless it is a photograph of a large group of personnel, when rclevant
details only may bc given. The datc of the taking of the photograph is
to bc shown alsos

: GENERAL.

17+ An oxemination of Unit History Shects proviously submitted reveals
that wnits have not appreciated the necessaity for the correct observance
of AuFsOe 18/F/5, #nd in consequence the ReAeAsFs has alreedy lost &
large quantity of information of considerablc historical values

18 History Shects must be entered up dally and not left until the cnd
of .the month, which results in the less of much valuable historical
informatione

19. The description of {yerations now being submitted {3 generally too
brief and incompletcs The column on Form A51 hoaded " Deseription of
Operation " is to be used for the purpose of setting out in narrative
ferm & full account of cvery operation. This is to include also sigh
mottorsas the purpose and intentions of thc operation, particulars of the tar;
target or task allotted, the route flown, weathor conditions, the diff-
icultics encountercd and any factors cffccting the degree of success
attaineds

svessevesseer 3
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20. The description of cvents other thaen operations carricd out is
frcqwtly too brief, such instances being :=

" Acrodrame bombed by enemy aircraft - no demages"

" W/Cdre Smith visited unit."

S/Ldr. Jones carricd out inspection of units fram 3rd to
10th January."

" Squadron commenced its move to New Guineas"

" gquadron complcted its move to New Guincas."

More historical detail, however scerct at the time, must be
included in the history sheet dailye

21, Copics of oporational orders issued or roccived, Squadron
Intelligence Officcrs' rcports, after cach operation,ctc, must be
attachede The columns on A51 " Refercnce to Appendiccs" should be uscd
to refer to such appendices as operational instructions, maps, skctches,
etc, and other documents mentioned in the " Sumary of Eventse"

22, ReAcA.Fe Units arc to forward one copy of Forms A50 and A51 to
Headquarters, North Western Area, for onward transmission to Air Forcc
Headquarters, together with one copy of all relevant appendices. Units
of the R.A.F. are to forward two (2) coples of the abovementioned forms
and appendices, for onward transmission to ReA.AsF. Headquarters and
Adr Ministry. All units are to retain onc copy on their own files.
Detachmonts of units are to forward a rosume' of their activitics and
any relevant phographs and appendices to the parent unit for inclusion
in the Unit History Sheete

23 Wing and Unit Commanders are to-ensure that the Unit History
sheet is completod and forwarded to HeQeNeWeAe Dy the sixth day of the
following month, and a scrious view will bc taken if rcturns are latce

2le This instruction cencels H.eQ. N.W.Area Organisation Instruction
Noe Ll of 1L June,'lLl.

2
% £ J/«/va:w /ﬂ/ Z
/ ( MeO. WATSON, )
Group Captain,
Staff Officer Administrative,
HEADQUARTERS NeWe AREAs

Distribution.

A11 Units N.W.hArea.

A11 Unit detachcmonts N.W.Arca.

A+0,Co and a1l Scetions HeQe- NeWels
for information.

File 2u/27/0rg.(Lka)

File 27/10/0rg.
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0. 51 UPERATIONAL BASE UNLT (LAND PLANE BASE

FOR MAY, 1944

VHCIL (C47) (¥/L Pannell) arrived 06217 from Batchelor with F/Lt.
Dawson, Zzone Accountant Officer; departed 0700Z for Batchelor.

F/Lt. Dawson left for F.B.B. at 0035Z.

F/0 Durack arrived from F.B.s. at 0740Z.

F/Lt. Kennedy left for F.B.B. &t 0030Z.

F/Lts. McNamara and Kennedy arrived at L.P.B. 0840Z.

F/Lts. McNamara and Kennedy departed for ¥ B. at 04302z.

F/Lts. Kennedy and Dawson arrived at L.P.B. at 0830Z.

VHCJIN (C47) (--) arrived 0332z from Horn Island, de

rted 0412z
for Fenton. F¥/Lts. Kennedy and Dawson, and ¥/0 1 < left for »

at V630Z.

VHCIN (C47) (¥/Lt. Anderson) arrived 2308z
Lilly, cypher Officer on posting; d
4 from Batchelor, ye

returne:

mending §0.51,0.B.U.




(LAND PLANE BASE)

UNIT HISTORY SHEET FOR APRIL, 1944

April 2. VHCID (C47) (Capt. Carlson) arrived 1320z from Batchelor with
F/Lt. Hollins, departed 140#z for Batchelor.

3. F/Lt. Hollins departed 2300Z for F.B.B.
4, F/Lt. Kennedy departed 2230Z for F.B.B.
6. F/Lt. Kennedy Arrived 0400Z from F.B.B.

7. VHCTC (C47) (F/O Smith) arrived 0916z from Batchelor with F/Lt.
Ricketts.

8. VHCTC departed 2109Z for Batchelor. F/Lt. Ricketts departed
20457 for F.B.B.

9. VHCUL (C47) (F/Lt. Nolan) arrivea 08l.Z irom Batcnelor.
10. VHCUL departed 2055z for Batcnelor.
11, W/1 P-P Watch opened. 2315Z, closed 0555Z.

14. A34-25 (DHB4) (F/B Mitchell) arrived u004Z from Gove with W/C
Blakely, S/Ldr Austen, S/Ldr Hannay,personnel departéd for F.B.B.
0030Z. R3528 (Anson) (G/C Hencock) arrived 0311z from Higgins
Field, departed 0424z for Batchelor.

16.,R3528 forced down vicinity Groote Eylandt approx. 0840Z.

17. R3528 arrived 2157z, departed 0035z for Gove. VHCTC (C47) (F/0
Nolan) arrived 2350Z from Batchelor with F/0 Durack, departed
0050z for Batchelor with F/Lt Ricketts.

20. BG429 (Oxford) (G/C campbell) arrived 0200Z from Inverleigh,
departed 0331z for Gove, returned 0450z departed 0600z for
Gove, returned 0745z. Strip U/S 0341z. W/T P-P Watch opened
01002z, closed 1115Z. DHo4 departed 0604z for millingimbi with
personnel as above.

21. W/T Watch opened 2200z, closed 0025Z. N5-43 (B25) (unknown)
arrived 2304z from Merauke, departed 2320Z for Batchelor. BG429
departed 2310z for Gove.

24. BG429 arrived 08257 from Gorrie.

25. BG429 departed 22537 for Higgins F#8ld. VHCUK (C47) (s/Ldr
Manifold) arrived 2342z from Batchelor, departed 0040%Z for
Batchelor.

27. 2 Boomerangs (--) arrived 0020Z from Melville Bay, departed
0125z for Melville Bay. F/Lt. Kennedg departed for F.B.B. 2215Z.

29. w2375 (Anson) (F/Lt greenfield) arrived 0717Z from inverleigh

with A/C de la Hue, Inspector of Administration, and s/Ld: ' .
¥/Lt Kennedy returred from x.B.H. 043058 > il

30. W2375 departed 0057z for Gove with above personnel.

Strength at 30 April, 1944
4 Officer
24 Other Ranks Flight Lieutenant
_5 Attachments--Other Ranks Commanding wo. 51 0.B.U. (L.P.Base)
30




tch opened @155L. Closed

arrived from Horn Island 1505L.
VH-CHT (C/47)(Lt. Vincent) arriv

ed
1605L.

rthwright) errived 1327L. from Garbutt
ith F.Lt. Hardw: VH-CHT

departed 1513L. for

VH-CKB (C/47)(F.Lt. Whiteman) arrived 1710L. Batchelo

departed 1895L. for Townsville. EG701 (Anson)(G/C. Chamberlain)

arrived 1810L. from Batchelor.

EGT01 departed 0815L. for Inverleigh.

VH-CUD (C/47) (F.Lt. Henry) arrived 1645L. from Gove.
VH-CUD departed 0741L. for Townsville.

VH-CTB (C/47) (F/0 Hooper) arrived 8L. from Gove.

VH-CTB departed 0741L. Townsville. F.Lt. Kennedy left for

F.B. Base 1045L. returned 2030L.

W/T point to point watch opened 1915L. closed 2215L.

§/Ldr. Jorden and ¥/Lt. McNemara arrived from F.B.Base 1200L.
F/Lt. McNamara returned to F.B.Base 1515L. MC520 (Anson)

(F/Lt.Shislds) arrived 1252L. from Gove, departed 14@lL.

Batchelor with S/Ldr. Jorden.

Stirengtn as at 31lst. warch, 1944.

1 oificer.
25 Other Ranks.
6 Attachments - yther nanks.

: e

(Tt KEKNEDY) ,
rlight Aleuuenunt
command N 1 0.8.Us

for

L.




The month of Feb: Ys 1946, witnessed a further slight
reduction in strength of No.56 Operational Base Unit, the net
reduction being 12.

The month was an unusually quiet one for GOVE, there
being only 13 aircraft visiting here.

The suprly of fresh foods was maintained vell above
average for this locality. This of course was appreciated by all
ranks,

On the 28th.February, 1946, signal advice was received
from N. . HQ stating that No.56 Operational Base Unit was to
disband w.e.f. 9\th.¥‘ebxuar"r 1946, This news naturally created
much elation, and the job of "packing up" commenced almost
immediately.

It is pleasing to report that, six months efter cessation
of hostilities, unit diseipline and ﬂnmle exhibits a most
satisfactory standard.

Flight uieutenant,

Commanding

No ‘6 Om‘rational Base Unit,
O VB
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APPENDIX "A"

AP L.

Durini the Easter Service on ’.sb April, the Native Choir from
"YIRKALLA" Mission presented two numbers and the R,A,A,F,, members
of the congregation were smazed at the quality of their voices and
their sense of harmony.

Cly7-1,02 which left for BIAK and caused quite a stir since it was
believed to be missing, is another indication of the wealkmess of
aircraft movements signals between GOVE and the Islands north of
AUSTRALIA, 1Instances of destinations not sending arrival signals
promptly and the time of transmission when such signals are sent
confuse all concerned snd lead to considerable unnecessary action
on the part of operations and signals personnel at the alrstrip
of departure, Confusion was also csused by this aircraft using
two separate call signs,

The power plants at GROOTE EYLANDT failed during the month amnd
for some weeks only a limited running of one motor was possible,
This caused great inconvenience in that the detachment relies
solely on this source of supply for signals, cooking, lighting
end reffigeration, However, a competent airman was sent and
now has both'motors running, Action has been taken for a supply
of new parts,

The dust storms which raged over most of the Area did not spare
GOVE and the Strip was closed at one stage, Our main worry was,
as usual, lack of personal mail, Fortunately we are so well
catered for in this respect that two or three days without mail
raises a storm of protest,

The S,S,"MANGOLA" arrived with stores and equipment end,
contrary to our previous experience, the unloading took place
without a hitch, The task was made much easier as fifty Army
personnel accompanied the ship to handle the consignment,

On April 15th, some Americeamn troops staged through and included
in the passengers, was an Army Nurse, She created quite a
sengation as this was the first time many of our personnel had seen
2 white womean for many months, The party had lunch in the Mess
end departed,

On April 24th, the C,A,S,, and party arrived on their way to
MOROTAI, At the time a farewell party to- W/Cmdr ,COSTELLO was
in progress at 42 Squadron Mess, The C,A.8,, Joined the party
for dinner end remained until sbout 9,30 p.a,

On 26th April, a dinner and "ding-night" was held at this Mess,
All Units were well represented and a delightful evening spent,
The greatest good fellowship is found amongst the officers of all
Units in this particular Area,

Genersally the month was faivly quiet,

It is noticed that an increasing number of aircraft, both R,A, AGP'
end U,8,A,AF,, sre staging through from the East Coast and to 'wOROT Af
and North, All concerned here spare no effort to make these people

comfortable and attend to the wents of themselves and their alreraft,

The new Hyglene Inspector arrived on 30th and it is expected that the
usual high standard of hyglene will be again in evidence,

The rainfall was much below average but this was to be expected
after the heavy Merch rains,

Discipline continues to be beyond reprosch, .
TV oo
(81 R AY) %
8quadron Leader,
Commending
No,56 Operational Base Unit,
GOVE




. \ APPENDIX "A",

The A.S.R. Vessel "STEADY HOUR" was destroyed by fire at the jetty,
whilst refuelling. S8terling work was performed by all R.A,A.F., members
present in assisting to get the vessel away from fuel, the jetty, and
the "SEA MIST", which was tied up at the opposite side of the jetty. In
particular, F/Lt B.H.COOK, Marine Officer, 56 0.B.U,, rendered valuable
assistance regardless of the danger of flying ammunition.

The Unit filing system was completely re-organised during the month.
Whoever was responsible for the initial planning of the old system should
be congratulated upon his fiendish ingenuity in achieving what was
possibly the worst filing system (?) in the R.A.A.F.

On the evening of March 7th, some mysterious lights were reported
to the N.W. side of MELVILLE BAY, and it was thought to be signalling.
An amed party was sent to investigate but, on the boat approaching the
light, it was extinguished. The following morning an armed party
searched the vicinity and found some aborigines who said they had been
roasting a Wallaby the previous night. This incident created quite a
lively interest for some hours.

The Crash Launch proceeded to GROOTE EYLANDT with W/Cmdr.KEENAN
and Crew of 13 Squadron to endeavour to fly out the Ventura stranded
at the Mission Strip. The party then proceeded to EMERALD RIVER,
after a delay owing to engine trouble, and went ashore. The launch
stood off and, when the aircraft was airborne, returned to MELVILLE
BAY. During this period the launch 03-12 stood in as Crash Launch
quite satisfactorily.

Several Staff Officers visited the Unit on tours of inspection
and mostly combined business with pleasure during their stay.

The Y.M.C.A. Representative has been experiencing some difficulty
in getting around, for some time owing to the parlous state of his tyres.
A dbrand new set arrived on March 13th, and he was able to resume hic
many "Cold-drink runs",

A most regretteble incident occurred when Mr.FALLS, a member of
the AW, C., who had been working on road maintenance plant was discover-
to be in possession of a Jeep and to be in the sboriginee's camp at the
Mission during the small hours of the morning. This person had been
held in the highest regard by the Unit generally and particularly by
the Officer's and Sergeant's Messes. The Service Police took him to
DARWIN and hended him over to the Civil Police. It is understood that
charges have been preferred against him.

Two aircraft were in difficulties on the Strip within four days
of each other., The Beaufort A9-501, which ran off the runway on to an
embankment, and the Ventura which landed with one tyre burst. The
latter made what emounted to a belly-landing as the under-carriage
collapsed and finished up on the side of the ruaway not more than 20
feet from the Beaufort. The only damage to the Strip was about a dozen
cuts from the airscrew blades of the Ventura, and these were repaired in
twenty minutes.

One of the lads operating the HF/DF was killed on March 22nd.
He was shot through the head by a Thompson S.M.G., within a few minutes
of taking over the midnight watch, Death appeared to be accidental,
but an open finding was returned by the Court of Inquiry. He was
144737 LAC, HUGHES D.K.

The Cool-room remained unserviceable during the entire month but
rumour has it that a new unit is to be sent across. The difficulty
with meat and butter storeage has been overcome partly with Mess
refrigeration but only a limited smount of meat has been handled.

R.A.A.F,, launch 03-12 has been unserviceable since 17th March.
At present awaiting a new engine manifold. It has been impossible to
make the usual trips to GROOTE EYLANDT.

Generally the month has been most satisfactory. Rainfall has been
heavy - a total of 17} inches against an average for March of 9% inches,




R

We are therefore anticipating a fairly dry April.

-2-

Discipline has been consistently good. Bi-weekly beer issues have
‘been made during the month - one bottle each on Tuesdays and Fridays.
Continual co-operation is experienced from all ranks and the usual
happy condition of the Unit prevails. The Messing Staff continue to

perform splendidly and meals continue to be of a particularly high
standard.

A slight decrease has been noticed in the standard of hygiene

since the Inspector left the Unit but the adveni of a new Inspector
should rectify this.

Squadron Leader,

Commanding

No,56 Operational Base Unit,
GOV E,
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‘ APPENDIX "A",

The Naval diving party did sterling work in freeing the S,SYMANGOLA'S"
propellor from rope and also locating the two trucks which were over-
turned from a barge. The trucks were recovered and inspection revealed
no serious damage. However, wiring and some alloy instruments and
fittings are destroyed and the vehicles are being replaced shortly.

Some R.A.A.F., personnel were employed on the diver's pump and great
surprise was expressed that the task of operating it was so strenuous.

The"Squadronaires" performed at both 56 0.B.U., site and at 42 Squadron.
Great pleasure was expressed by all audiences and ?/O.DAVIDSON 15 t;o ‘be
congratulated upon the high or his
own orgenisation and performan were suitably entertained 1n the
Messes and found time to visit the Mission and do a spot of fishing ‘before
leaving for DARWIN.

The unloading of the "MANGOLA" presented some difficulties, hnt t
least of them being an endeavour to please the Master Some good lessons
were learnt and the organization for future ships wil]. be vastly improved.
Tribute must be paid to the Officers, N.C.0's., and Airmen who worked so
well and made it possfble to unload 10,000 drums of fuel and other
equipment in 5& days. It is understood that the loading of this vessel
took 3 days at DARWIN, where all the necessary handling and loading gear
are available at a wharf. It was found necessary to man the holds on
the ship withR.A.A.F,, personnel as the sole labour supplied by the Army
were winchmen.

Considerable difficulty was experienced with the Water Pump during
the month, Due to unauthorized interference with gate-valves, the one
remaining serviceable pump, broke down and for a few days strict ration-
ing was enforced. It was found impossible to rely upon the honour of
the personnel in this Area and all relevant gate-valves were provided with
chains and locks, Efforts to obtain parts for these pumps have been made
since 26th October, 1944, without success. No.5 D,W,0., and Headquarters
N.W.A., were signalled and although the parts were despatched by the
former to 8 T & M.0., it was days before the parts arrived. Had it not
been for the versatility and vigour of a few members of the Unit in
improvising parts etc., the water supply would have completely failed.

Mr.FALLS, Supervisor of the A.W.C., has been most helpful during his
stay at this Unit. He has inspected all road maintensnce machinery and
will meke certain recommendations regarding same. He has given good
advice on road maintenance generally and assisted in improvising some
gear. His opinion of the road is that, in view of the lack of suitable
machinery and transport, the fa¢t that it is an unsealed road and that i
1s the middle of the wet season, it is in excellent condition.

8/LAdr.FLEMING expressed satisfaction with the Unit Stores Accounts.

A "Pundit" Beacon arrived by air with an instruction that it was NOT
to be unpacked by Unit personnel. The order seemed superfluous as the
‘beacon was not packed.

G/Capt.SIMMS' stay was Iraught with difficulties as the inclement
weather prevented an Anson from reaching here with his new wheel. How=-
ever, whilst ewaiting the arrival of an aircraft from MOROTAI he filled
in the time very pleasantly shooting, fishing and visiting the Mission.

The lecture given by Unit Section Commanders was a great success.

Time allcowed for only a brief address on relevant matters but a schedule
is being arranged of periodical lectures on all administrative and
equipment matters.

Generally the month has been most satisfactory. Some difficulties
have been experienced with shortage of some persommnel, but these are
being adjusted. The discipline has been splendid. Unit hygiene is
eminently satisfactory. The Camp Area continues to present a clean
fresh appearance. General cleanliness and neatness of dress is out-
standing and the Tuesday morning parade and inspection is a pleasure to
conducts

7
Witna .,
(E.H,WRAY)
Squadron Leader,
Commanding
No.56 Operstianal Base Unit,




APPENDIX "A"

A weekly sports afternoon was insuguarated on May 12th,
and the day was devoted to swimming lessons, The chief
instructor was Rev K ,SAUKURU, Since then, sports have been
divided between swimming, fishing and football, It is hoped that
the cricket pitch will be completed in the near future,

© + Two very plsassnc evenings were spent with the officers
from H,M,A,S,"BOMBO", Once on their ship and enother evening at
our Mess, ~ Great appreciation of a day (and night) ashore is
always displayed by the sea=-going gentlemen,

13 Squadron advance parwi departed by air and it
anticipated that the alr echelon will vacate their Camp and movs
into the 0,B,U,Camp during the first week in June,

Officer postings have been very high and the Mess has
had an almost complete change of faces,

There has been no outstanding occurrence during the
month, Hyglene and discipline have been well maintained,

The bulk canteen issuing point was converted to 56
0,B,U,, "A" class canteen on 31lst May, 1945,

#
Y,

(EH WRAY)

Squadron Leader,

Commanding

No 56 Opsx‘aticnal Base Unit,
SO0V By




APPENDIX "A",

COMMANDING OFFICER'S REPORT,

The month of June saw a very great change in officer personnel.
the late Commanding Officer, S/LAr.WRAY, departed for SYDNEY for admission
to hospital, and the Adjutant F/0.LOCKE, Equipmeni;, Officer F/0.CORNIGH,
Pay Officer F/0.JOHNSON, Cypher Officer F/0.BLINMAN departed on posting
whilst the Defence Officer F/0.McLAREN proceeded on leave. However little
dislocation was caused and the Unit continued to function smoothly.

The Air Echelon of 13 Squadron moved in on the 0.,B.Camp in the
first week in June and conditions in the Messes became somewhat over-
crowded with the addition of sbout 60 personnel to each of the Messes.

The strip continued to be relatively busy. Two minor accidents
occurred but fortunately no injury to personnel and only minor damage to
the aircraft resulted.

The floors of the two Ganteen stores were cemented during the
month and this improvement will eliminate a certain amount of wastage that
was occurring through the depredations of termites.

The general morale and discipline continues at a high level,
General welfare is well catered for with a sports afternocon each week,
and two picture shows weekly. A cricket pitch has been completed and
an inter-unit end inter-section competition organised, whilst foot ball
matches are held on stand-down days. Fishing is a most popular pastime
and ample facilities exist for this sport.

(G.L,MARTIF) 2

Flight Lieutenant,
Commanding

No.56 Operational Base Unit,
GOVE,




COMMANDING OFFICER'S REPORT.
APPENDIX "A",

Except for the outwards posting of the Unit Adjutant,
F/0+D.A.MCLENNAN, there was no chenge in officer personnel during the
month,

A ship arrived during the month with approximately 1000
packages of Canteen, 288 packages of Equipment, 205 packages of Ration:
Supplies and 2500 drums of fuel - 8655 empty fuel drume were back-loaded-
all of the work involved was done by 56 Operational Base Unit personnel/
and transport and cpmpleted in 115 hours.

Air Commodore KNOX-KNIGHT visited the Unit (a general inspection)
on 17/18th. July, and departed on 19th inst. All directions given by
him in respect to strip maintenance have been implemented, The Air
Commodore expressed general satisfaction with the functional and
administrative conduct of the Unit.

Certain rationing end works meintenance personnel problems
‘brought to his notice were accepted as warranting the attention of
Headquarters, North Western Area Staff Sections concerned and relative
annotations were made »v the Air Commodore.

Discipline upon the Unit was quite satisfactory and no
disciplinary charges were brought against any member during the month.

Welfare matters received the requisite attention and implement-
ation; approval for the playing of Australian Rules Football in the
GOVE district was granted by Headquarters, North Western Area during
the month and the decieion was greatly to the satisfaction of Unit
personnel. Spiritual welfare is being capably handled by the Zone
Chaplains, McCAUL and COLLINS.

(//\ /é
(G,L.MARTIN

Flight Lieutenant,
Commanding

No.56 Operational Base Unit,
GOVE,




COMMANDING OFFICER'S REPORT.

ATPENDIX "A",

The official announcement of the cessation of hestilities
was received by Unit personnel with great satisfaction and relier.
Discipline did not in any way deteriorate. Precautionary measures
as directed by NORTH WESTERN AREA HEADQUARTERS were effected as
applicable. No misdemeanors were evédenced.

All indicated official celebrationg were observed, including
the reading of messages of congratulations from the C.A.S., A.0.C,
RAAF COMMAND and A.0.C,NORTH WESTERN AREA HEADQUARTERS, upon a parade
held for that purpose.

All maintenance works and Unit é’s\a're proceeding
normally and currently.

Unit discipline and morale continues té exhibit a most
satisfactory standard.

1.1
O An ’}/‘/
(G.L.‘IARTTN) L"v /A
Flight Lieutenant,

Commanding

No.56 Operational Base Unit,
RoAsAF. GOVE,




COMMANDING OFFICER'S REPORT,

APPENDIX “A",

8.5, "MANGOLA" arrived on the 19th.September, 1945.
A.M.F. Docks Company provided inboard working party, supplemented
by R.A.A.F.personnel ex DARWIN.(Total 64 men)

Overside, Marine, Beach-head and Transport personnel
(51 men) were provided by Ne.56 Operational Base Unit - discharge
completed (60 hours) and vessel sailed early AM. 22nd.Septenber,
1945,

Rear air party of No.13 Squadren, comprising eleven
Ventura aireraft under Command of Wing Commander Robert HOLMES,
departed 0715 hours 23rd.September, 1945, for MOROTAI - LABUAN .

Bush fires have been prevalent throughout the
month. However, as precautionary breaks had been instituted and
regularly maintained in all appropriate areas, no trouble was
anticipated or encountered.

Recreation, Sport and Entertainment have been
expanded, the Cinema site shifted from a distance 1% miles, to a
convenient location in the Unit Barracks Area.

Morale remains at previous high level, and there
were no disciplinary cases for action during September.

[/ %
£ \v/lt WL,\/Lw7

(G.L.MARTIN) /4

Flight Lieutenant,

Commanding

No.56 Operational Base Unit

R.ALAF, G OV EH




COMMANDING OFFICER'S REPORT,

APPENDIX “A",

Upon teking over the unit Command from F/Lt.G.L.MARTIN on
October 15th., the Commanding Officer is pleased to report that he
found camp conditions to be good. Barracks and working areas were clean
and tidy and the morale of the men generally of high standard.

As a result of a visit by the Air Officer Commanding (Air
Commodore A.C.CHARLESWORTH) and G/Capt.PROBERT on 17th. and 18th. Oct.,
certain domestic and personnel matters were adjusted. Also the decisio:
was made to move the Met., Section from its present locality near the
Operations Room to the Strip. It is considered that & defindte
functional advantage will obtain from the move under present operating
conditions. The new building will be completed in a few days.

Following upon the arrival of two Onerations Officers, briefing
has been organized to comply strictly with NWA HQ instructions re
briefing of crews.

The Commanding Officer, Equipment Officer, Zone Accounting
Officer, and Met. Officer visited the GROOTE EYLANDT Flying Boat Base
by Catalina on October 25th. In accordance with instructions the
met. equipment and met. personnel, were removed to GOVE. Investigation
of administration, persomnel and matters connected with the anticipated
closing of the GROOTE DETACHMENT were carried out and will be the
subject of discussion when the C.0. visits NWA HQ. early in Novenmber.

The ship "ULOOLOO" carrying canteen goods, stores and fuel
arrived October 30th. The cargo was dischargeéd in 28 hours continuous
work., Much credit is due to the airmen of this unit and No.42 Squadron
for the speed and efficiency with which they unloaded the boat, as it
was necessary to work 12 hour shifts owing to shortage of personnel.

The position with regard to the Y.M.C.A., Hut is unsatisfactory
The Y.M.C.A. Representative proceeded on leave after packing half his
equipment. The Hut, whilst therefore of little value as a recreational
centre requires a man to guard the remaining equipment 24 hours a day.
The hut is situated one mile from the camp area, and as a consequence
is a hunting ground for the natives. When the Y.M.C.A. Representative
returns, it is proposed to move the recreational centre to a point near
the airmen's lines and a provisionary hut has been established.

Liberators have remained overnight. Passengers and crew have
been adequately catered for. The domestic arrangements regarding
transport of crews from Strip, provision of a cup of tea or meals
immediately upon arrival and the business of "meking them feel at home"
has been reorganized, and transients have expressed their appreciation
of the interest taken in their welfare.

Five Service women have passed through - three staying over-
night. Naturally this has caused much interest and humorous comment.
/With the prospect of lodging further transient females, a hut has been
/ converted as a self contained unit - shower, toilet (quite hygenic)

and bedroom all under one roof.

Bush fires near the Strip caused some damage to telephone pole
end wires, but fuel dispersal has stood the test.

Matters of policy decided upon are =
(1) With a reduced persomnnel it is proposed to consolidate the
‘camp area. It is considered that the area will present a neater
appearance, will be easier to keep clean and in a domestic way will savy
work,

* (11) since one of our main functions is to service aircraft and
board transients, Officers and NCO's are co-operating to make all
transient personnel feel at home, no matter how short their stay. Othe:
ranks are informed that the Education Centre and Recreation Room are at
their disposal.

. EERTTRTRS -4




(111) welfare is to be given a more important role, Organized sport
boat picnics and the like are being organized by t® welfare officers.
Section Commanders have been asked to stand-down m n when possible,
having regard of course t6 maintaining efficiency in their sections.

Finally, it is pleasing to report that the War Loan Officer
has to date received subseriptions totalling £510 for the Fourth
Victory Loan.

Flight Lieutenant ’
Commandin;

No.56 Operational Bsse U,,it,
RoA ALK, E




The decision of NORTH WESTERN AREA HEADQUARTERS to reduce
the strength of this unit has resulted in a reduction of 67 personnel
since 1st.November, 1945, leaving & etrength of 113, Subsequently,
the Commanding Officer has submitted a revised Establishment in accor
ance with NWA HQ. 24/35/0rg. (25a) dated 21st.November, 1945, This
Wetab’ ishment suggests a further reduction of nine, It is considere
that 104 personnel are sufficient to give an adequate service to
transit personnel, handle refuelling, maintain the Strip and prinein
roads, operate point to point, aeradio, wasther, HF/DF and VHF/DP
frequencies.

Seven VIF/DF bearings only have been given to aireraft sin
6th.November, 1944, four of which have been practice bearings, In t
circumstances it is considered that the menpower to maintain the
VHF/DF is not warranted.

The disbandment of No.42 SQUADRON was completed today and
41 personnel of the rear party are now lodged on this unit awaiting
transport to DARWIN,

Adr transport between this Unit and DARWIN is unsatisfact
Owing to a sharp decrease in the nunber of Anson aircraft arriving
here (3 in the last 14 days) there are now 63 persomel (Including
those of No.42 Squadron) awaiting transport. In some cases persomn
will not reach their new units by effective date.

The GROOTE EYLANDT Detachment will close on approximetel;
Sthe.December, 1945, the anticipated date of the hand-over to Civil
Aviation, at which time the R.A.A.F, personnel will be withdrawn.

The month has been one of change and disorganisation due
to postings, but there is little doubt that the morale of the men
good.

/JLU’ ?( NP len

(., FLETCHER)

Flight Lieutenant,
Commanding

No,.56 Operational RBase Unit,
RAALF, G OVE




COMYANDING OFFICER'S REPORT,

< APPENDIX “A",

The month of January, 1946, witnessed a further reductios
in strength of No.56 Operational Base Unit, the net reduction being
38 personnel, Three officers were posted out during the month, there
now being two menbers only in the Officers' Mess. »

\
The visit by Professor G.S.BROWNE (Melbourne Univereity)%
to this unit on the 9th.Jenuary, and his subsequent lecture, was
greatly appreciated by all ranks. During the afternoon Professor
BROWNE was shown over the YIRRKALA Native Mission by the Missioner,
Rev. Kolinio SAUKURU. The Professor gave an interesting lecture during
the evening to a most aprreciative audience. He spoke of the "World
of Tomorrow" and the Tasmanian educational system, TLater in the
evening a series of short films was screened at the picture site, the
commentary being given by Professor BROWNE,

The S.8,"MANGOLA" arrived on the 13th.January, and
surplus motor transport (41 vehicles) was loaded. Much credit is due
to the airmeh of this unit and members of the Army Docks Coy. for the
speed and efficiency with which they loaded the boat.

The arrival of fifteen (15) women and children by aircraf
on the night of January 16th. naturally created much interest, These
people (ex internees) were lodged on the unit for two days, and all was
done to make their stay as pleasant as possible.

The morale of the men remains at previous high level,
but the non-arrival of fresh foods, mail end films during the latter
part of the month left much to be desired.

(B.W,McLAWS)

Flight Lieutenant,
Commanding

No,.56 Operational Base Unit,
RoA.AF. GOVE,
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Plight Lieutenant.
Commonding Mo, 49 Opergtional
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FROM} licudquarters, worthern Command.

“%% : A1l Units, Northern Commend.

DATE: 14th Novcmber, 1945.
29/1/2(754)

| HISTOKY SHEET

FOMRM 4,50
1. Over the past three months it is apparent that units are
becoming increasingly careless in the rendition of keturn Form A.50,

2. Much time is wested at this Headquarters es a result of this
carelessness, and delay in submission of such heturns to Air Force
Headquarters is caused by the necessity of returning Forms 4,50 to units
concerncd for correction, The following are the most frequent errors
and omissions:=

(1) Omission of strength and establishment of Personnel and
Motor Transport.

(1i) One copy only of Keturn submitted.
(11i) Comments by Commanding Officer omitted as an Appendix.
(iv) Appendices not listed on Form A.50.

(v) Incorrect continuation numbers on Forms A.50.

Attention is directed to 4.F.0. 18/F/5. Coumanding Officers

B
arc to ensure that the instructions contained therein are strictly adhered
to in future,

,\' ( 3 |
k:l[;;(;){;k(XAﬁk,l
(A.Ds” CHARLTON) , Group Captain,

Senior Officer in Charge of Administration,
NOKTHERN_COMMAND
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APPENDIX "A"
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FOR MONTH OF

REFORT ON UNIT ACTIVITIES,
1. ROUINE
Ordinary admini without dist
STAFR

Thirteen personnel urs sbhsent on leave rendering the work of
present staff more exaetin Strength of Cooks has been redused to
50% of ostabuatment due ta leave and posting.

TRANSIENTS ACCOMMODATED

ition was provided for 809 personnel ineluding the
dedly strength of No. 348 Radar Unit, spproximately 25 personnel,
lhid)isnssingntn. 49 0.B.U.

ZIRANSPORT
Hlotor Transport is still in the same parlous position and is
Worsened ‘by the fact that a jeep and trailer is required to make a

daily run of 27 miles each way for rations. Advice has been received

of efforts to supply heavy vehicles from FINS and it 1s hoped
that shipment of same will be given high priorit; e 7 TolMaOs

SIGLS

Traffie handled during the month showed a slight decrease over
June figures.

MEDIGAL & HYGIENE

(1) Health of personnel is good and treatment has been
required for minor silments only.

(11) Hygieno is given high priority and there is a marked
absence of flies. A slight increase in the mumber of
mosquitoes occurred but with the co-operation of an&
V.8, Malarial Control Unit, the arka has been treated with
D.B.To with good results.

DISCIPL

No charges were laid during the month and behérimm of
personnel is good.

(1) Norale is good but it is again stressed that movie
entertainment facilities should be provided by R.A.A.F.
as American movie theatres are being rapidly evacuated.

(11) A Buehre Tournsment was held also & Quiz evening in
conjunetion with Education asetivities. Prizes were given
for eorreet answers and the evening was quite successful.

{i1i) The Unit now has playing areas and facilities for all
codes of football, cricket, softball, volley ball,
batinton, table tennis, and a basket ball court is
prepared awalting equipment.

Bvaeuation of American Units from the base generslly continues
at a rapid rate. ~ #

CGormandine %. E@ oE%-rmrm. BASE UNIT
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o346 RADAR STATIO!

Q337 RADAR STATION

4 TAQ/R SQUADRON

16 AeQoP,FLIGHT

49 0,B.U,

TATION

70,301 RADAR STATIO]

104350 BADAI




NAME OF UNIT
No.331 RADAR STATION

No. 2 M,R.S.
No. 71 WING

No, 8 SQUADRON

H0.100 SQUADRON

Woe347 RADAR STATION

No.340 RADAR STATION

No,138 RADAR STATION

Ne. 46 0.B,U.

N0+320 RADAR STATION

No. 10 R.S.U.

Ng, 20 M,C.S.

Noe 26 AdS3.P.
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Egteblis]
u/T to

(1) Establishment a
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attached :- D.
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v) Green copy of AL
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0
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W0,315 RATAR STATION

No.345 RADAR STATION

Ne.332 RADAR' STATION

N0, 152 RADAR STATION

No.334 RADAR STATION

No. 40 SYUADRON

Ne.339 RADUR' STATION

We.336 RADAR STATION

¥0.303 RADAR STATION

Ve.350 RADAR STATION

ilo. 333 RADAR STATION
Ho. 37 “RADAR STATION

Ho, 8 MEDICAL RERABILITATION GNIT

(1) Strongth and s

(1) strongth and Establishment, Porsonnel and
i/T, to be sho

Strength and blishment, Personnol and
W/ 2
Attachod report to be shewn en AS0 as
Appendix A" R

(i) Strength and. Bstablishn nt, /T to be

1i) Attached report to be shown en AS0 as
Appendix MAM

() Establishodnt and Stremgth, M/T to be shown
{ii} Appendix te be marked mn A50

(i) Establishment and Strength, W/T to be shown
{11} Attached repért to be shown on 450 as
Appendix "AM

(i) Establishn Strength, Personnel, M/T

personnel (if any) to be shewn

tings ef Officers (% n ) [

(iv) Visibs ef Staff Officers te be shewn

(v) Copies of Ferms A124 and AL50 o bo attached
to dulpicate pf AS0 (AFO 18/F/7A & 18/¥/8)

{vi) Separate report c.vering gonoral activitios
£ Unit with particular reference bo
discipline, morale, walfare of peraomncl to
bo attached & marked Appendix "AT on AS0.
Any ether mat ich would bo of intorest
£70m a historical record point ef view.

tablishmont Strength, Persoancl and
/T %0 be s .

{11)“Attached rogort > be shown on AS0 as
Appendix A

1i)" Estab: d Strepgth of M/T to be shewn.
{i1) Attached report to be shown as Appondiz A"
on A50.
) Duplicate cepy of ropert required.
Strength, Porscancl and
(£1)' Gonsral report roguired covoring activities
AL Unit and including diseipline, morale

E be attached as Appondix “A"
and referred tc ;n A50.

(i) Atsached report 3 be shown on A50 as
Appendix A" e

(i) Establishment a ength, /T to be shown
(11) ‘Attachea re b0 b as Appendix A"
on A50

(1)} Zstablishment and Strength, M/T to be shown,
(11) Atbached report to be shown as Appendix A"
on A50.

(1) Bstablishment. an: ongth, Personnol and
/T to be sh

own.
(11) Attached report to bo shown as Appondiz "AW

on A50

ceu/8




Noo 74 WING rongth, /T b- be shown.
5 covering R, activities at Jacksca's
lonth to be attached and
A pert covoring genoral activities
with special ruforence, to discivline, merale
and welfaro in tho arca %o bo attached and
I

marked Appendix

(i11)

e, 45 0.5,U. (i) Establishment and Strength, personnel, /T
and liarine Craft to be;shmms
(i1) Roforence to be made te accommedatisn supplied
to Allied Services. 4
(111) Anmema Teport to be shown as Appendiz "A"
n A50.
~{iv) luemnce to be umu e 40 T ort, to activitios
b Jackson's Airfield and Harine Section.

be shown.

Ne. 31 MEDICAL GLEARING STATION i nd Strongth, M/T b
1) Strength and Establishment ef Unit M/T te be

rometisns of efficers and airmon (if any)

Ne. 15 AIRCRAFT REPAIR DEQPT
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43 0.B.V.
ii) Establishuent and Strength
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with particular reference to discipl:
morale and welfare to be attached and narked
as Appendix "A Teforred to on ASQ.
Ne. 48 0.B.U. tablishment and Strength, Pérsonnel and /T
to Do shown.
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o roforred tg on ASO.
of forms - Octobor mumbered 14,
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ihat munber wa: to Novouber Totuza?
ia, 10 COMUNICATION UNIT (1) Attached repert t> ba referred to <n AS0 and
marked Appendix “A'.
(1i) Cop of Al24 to be attached to duplicate of
A50 (AJF.0. 18/F/7A).
39 0.3.0. achod Teport 5o be rofarred to on A50 and
mhriced Appendix A",
Ne, 17 A.0.P. (1) Appendix “A" attached should be:Tcferred,to
on 450,

Neu

5 SQUADRON (1) Establishmont and Strength of Aireraft to be
shovm.
(1) Forms A50 o be numbored consecttively, each
sheot bearing a soparate nwmber.
pendices to ASL should be reforrod o
thereon.




No. 84 WING HEADQUARTERS

Ne.112 M.F,C.U,

He.311 RADAR STATION

Ne.349 RADAR RTATION

Ne. 33 SQUADRON

Ve. 12 R.8.U.

ERRORS AND/OR OWISSIONS
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TERJONNEL OCCURRECE RE. ORL .

DAVION 269184 A&SD

J.D.S.HUTCHISON 272504 A&SD

< Lustering Group Name

Tac Cook Weston u.E.
&yling F.L,
Atwell &.J.
Fletcher L.G.

F/s Bquip

A/W/0  Asst

Lac Clerk (3)
hccounts

Clerk Pay(3) Delbridue 4.

Elec. i~ (@g Shaw L.G.

154223 Gook's (5 Lord V,E.
43St

159179 Caok (3) Clements V.
Teles. (2) Dreke E.R.

WeQebs




L/W/0

Weston E.E.

7821 acl

170508 Lac







