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Officers, Petty Officers and Men of H.M.A.S. "Perth."

I am more sorry than I can say t0 be leaving the ship at a time when so
many of you aye away on well ecarned leave, and it is not possible to say
goodbye as I would have wished to doe

We have lived through stirring times together. Jany of you have seen
the distant seas for the first time. Others have been re-visiting places you
knew when they were not twisted by the torment of war. All of you have
watched with me at close quarters the bestial savagery and the devilish skill
of the Nazi way of fighting.

We have left some good comrades behind; but with God's help most of us
have returned safely to this great and lovely Country and have brought back
our ship, a little battered, but soon to be sound and ready to fight again.

I congratulate you heartily on your bearing under stress. I thank you
for the faith I have had in you and still more for the trust I think you have
placed in me. Mutual faith between leader and led is the foundation of
communities, be they ships or states.

I return to England to do other work. You will be often in my mind and
I will follow our ships's future carefully.

My parting message to you is this s~

Do not forget the savagery we have seen and the tyramny from which it
springs. Enjoy the freedom of this great Country and determine to fight
for it in War and give service to it in peace ; so that it may kmow

neither tyranmmy nor licence but a liberty based on service and on mutual
faithe

Good bye and Good Lucke

P.Bowye:
Captain, R.N.

27D September, 1941,




