A SHORT HISTORY OF THE 26th BATTALION A.M

by
Major P.V.0. Fleming, 15/26 En.

0.8 L No.-2205 (3rd S.)




The Battalion was first raised wnder the Defemce Act and its previsions
for Universal Training which osme into cperation in 1910.

It was then numbored as the 9th Battalion of Infantry and given its
territorial designation of the logan and Albert Begiment.

The persenell were drawn from the 8.5, subwhs of Brisbane and the Seuth
Coast as far as the New South Wales berder.

In 1914, on the formation of the Australian Imperial Ferce fer serviee
overseas, no attempt was made to build on the fermations then existing in
Australia, and many mesbers of the unit went everseas with the First Divisien.
The first infantry wnits to be raised in Quensland were the 9th and 15th Bns.
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1in July,1915 but en twe
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first came u.nann-—'hh wnit in ABYSSIA eamp in Egypt, under the
Command of & Queensland Officer, Lt.~Col. G.A.Fergusen.

After a menths timining the Battalion sailed for LENNOS and on. 12th September
19t5w-mmm.nﬁ--uunh-tuommm’nox'-. They
continued their training behing the lines em the Gallipoli peninsula. ‘They held
COURTENEY's and STEELE's FOSTS end then RUSSELL's T0P. In this position they were
visited, on 13th m.wii. by Barl Kitchener. They left the peninsula on 12th
Dpecember, 1915 and went to MUDROS. Though they had received considerable reinforce-
ments on Gallipoli their strenghh was enly 20 Officers and 540 O.R's.

The Battalion, with the rest of the Seecond Division, moved to Egypt and during
Pebrusry and March 1916 the unit was east of the Camal working on the Canal Defences.

On 16th Mareh,1916 they sailed for France and landed at MARSEILLES. They were
given some antd mmmmh&a-mum.rm-am
April, 1916 with a strength of 29 Officers and 97 O.R's.

On 6th June, the 26th Battalion took part in the fdrst raid earried out by
the A.I.F. in France. The raiding party was drawn from 26th Bn and 28th Bn. and
was wnder the command of Capte JeAcRobinsen 26th Battalion. He was aftexwards to
command the Battalion as a Lt.-Colomel.

We made owr first attack on 28th July when it was the left Battalion of the
7th Brigade at POZIERES. Though some elements entered the Germans second line, they
were forced to retire. Included in the oxders for this aetion was a paragraph,

" Battalions must be instrusted to husband resources of lills Grenades and avoid
unnecessary wastage".

On the afternoon of 4th August the Battalion moved out of TARA HILL and
up the BAPAUME road for their second attack em POZINRES RIGE we reached our
objective in the German second line and held it, despite the censtant cownter
attacks, till we were relieved finally on 7th August,1916.

On the night 1/2 March,1917 the Battalion stagged an attack in conjunction

with 28 and 27th Battalions on MALT? TRENCH north of WARLENGOURY, Lt.~Col J.Traners

now commanded the Battalion. The action was a particularly gallant ome and three

lfﬂt.rl Capts AcCherry, Ite C.Coiard and Lt. F.Cilloyd were awarded the Military
Cross.

The Battalion follewed this wp by its brillant eaptwre of LAGNICOURT en
26th March. The cleaning up of the actual village was earried out by © Coy under
gapte Cherry. Ve stood off two severe counter attacks. Cherry used some captured
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Cherry was later killed in action and for his gallantry was posthumously awarded the
Victoria Cross.




experience at BULLECOURT on Jrd Mareh,1917 was disheartening. Instead
of being used as a battalion we were brelken wp into

M,wﬂnm-rmtwnnhqmgnw.
from BELLEWARDE LAKE we passed through the 25th and 27th Battalions
the final objective with thec28th Battalion. #e then dug a commmi~
tion trench back frem 28th Battalion to WESPHOEK RIDGE.

-nsu-tsnmnmu-mmuw.mm th Batlalien
and eapture BROCDSELNDE RILGE. Still we were to ﬂ."b-uh"

met the Germans in the open with the bayenet.
BROCBSEIIDR we stood off a considerable cownter attack from DAISYNOOD.

The early part of 1918, was spent in training interspersed with with tows in the
line and on 4th April we moved down to the SCMME, July found us in fromt of VILLERS

oo "MEFHISTO" this was the first german
captured by the British .uwy and is now in the Brisbane Museum.

day wo had our first taste of open warfare, with
tead of ba However we
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m‘lﬂ.ﬂ‘h‘bﬂ'ﬁlﬂ.l’ﬂn brigade in a set plece

. On 28 August the brigade bivouaced S.¥. of GAFPY and
tinue the advance to the SCMME HERBEGOURT.

the

AR, cap' 77 meme field guns the way the G.O. Lt--ﬂ.l JeAcRobinson,
DeBe0s was wounded before sere and the —ﬂ passed to Capte VeS.Oooper, 0.8.0.

On 12 October, as oould not be it was decided to
reduce the number @f units in the Bde, and the 26th Bailalion absorbed 3. Officers
and 510 O.Rls of 25 Bn. However the composite Bn. never went into action for
within a month the Armistice was granted to Gemmany.

Barly in 1919 the members of the Battalion were drafted back to iustralia
under orders for demobilisation.

Betwoen 1920 and 1922 the Citisen Forces Army in Australia was reorganised
and the logan and Albert Hegiment reformed as 2/26 Battalion under the commend
of LC.’O.I. JeEe Christoe.




In 1923 the original A.L.F. Battelion having been di;
wit became known as the 26 Battalion dropping frem its title the

Lit.=Col. P.Rosenskior took over the command.

In 192 we received owr Kings Colowrs which was consecrated on a Bde parade
at ngggera Cmmp. In 1926 we were presented with our Regimental Colowrs bearing
the fen battle honours wen by the 26 3n., iel.F. They were consesrated, also
in Jnoggera Gamp, by the Arch Bishop of Brisbane.

In 1929 came the change from wmiwersal service in Australia to
véluntary service and the unit was reformed, in a matter of wesks, as »
militia wnite Im 1931 Li.~Gols AeGeH.Suith, M.Co took over the cowmand.
Lte=Col. Suith had commanded a company with the 20th Battaliea, A.I.F.

In 1933 we absorbed the 15 Bn., A-Id"- and became known as the
15/26 Bo., the logan and Albert Hegime Al ranks continued to wear the
. badges. Lt.=Cole J.Craven, DeCuls, Kelis mow took over the comsand.
1n 1935 Lte=0ol, AcCeBall, iieDs succesded to the command, and at present retains
it. On 18 iugust, 1937 we were priveleged to furmish a guard and the regimental
colours for the wveiling, in the crypt in Anzae Square in Brisbane, of the
lemorial to our elder brethern.







