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« THE HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN VOLUNTARY HOSPITAL.

' One of the many voluntary efforts with which Britons from all

parts of the Empire rallied to the help of the Mother Country
during the War,was that of the Australian Colony located in
London,who,realising the great distance of their outnost of EMpire
from the seat of War,were anxious to be represented as soon as
possible at the Front.With this idea in view Lady Rachel,Countess
6f Dudley,who but shortly before had returned from occupying a
Vice-Regal status in Australia,was empowered by the Australian
Colony to offer to the War Office an Australian Voluntary Hospital.

On August 6th 1914 after an interview with His Majesty the King the
proposition was referred to Lord Kitchener the Secretary for War,

The offer was accepted,despite the War Office regulation that"no
voluntary hospital would be accepted for war service excepted under
the aegis of the British Red Cross Society.---=An agreement was
drawn up by Lord Kitchener,Sir Arthur Slozgett the Director-General
of Medical Services,and Lady Dudley,whereby it was agreed that

(1)A field hospital of 200 beds would be accepted.
(2) It should be staffed as far as practicable by Australians.

(3) The War Office would look to the Australian Committee for funds
to pay the expenses of personnel ,outfit etcebra---
(4)The War Office would transport and feed the Unitand would send
it to France.
(5) The War Office reserved to itself the right to appoint and

pay a Medical Officer to organise and command the Hospital.

On August 6th 1914 a meeting of Australian Doctors in London was
held at the High-commissioner's offices in Victoria Street,Westmins-

ter.Fifty were present at the meeting and it was
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“ Then again ,in the later stages of the War when the strain on Men-

power was so great that women were employed in many avocations pre=
vl@uslyheld by men,Lady Dudley came forward as an anaesthetist and
frequently gave as nany as 25 anaesthetics in a day.
Of the Matron and NWrses,all Australians,I cannot speak in too high
terms.Therewere no better nurses in the theatre of War,and for this
the A.T.N.A., standard of training in Australia was largely responsible »
The initiative and pluck displayed by these women dukhdgg the harde
ships which were unavoidable from the early stages of the War was
remarkable,and assuaged the suuferings of the wounded who passed
through the hospital regardless of whether they were British,Allied

orGerman.

Of the Medical Officera,allAustrallans,despite the fact that they
could have done better for themselves by returning to Australia to
join the A.I.F, they stuck steadily to their posts doing magnificent
work;and the estimate in which the Hgspital was held by the Directors
General and his Staff of Consultants was solely due to the excel~
lence of the results obtained.On one occaision Iremarked to the D.G.
"You very rarely visit us,Sir."He replied: "My dear Eames,that is
the greatest compliment I can pay you and your hospital.Frequent »
visits from me would indicate that all was not going well with the
Hospital?
For the early arival o: une hospital in Fr

7 Lord Kitchener honoured i

Cheiniti ¢ PIficers,on arrival at St Nazaire on
H.M, Transport “Victorian with 12 other Hospital Units on board,it was
felt that the only chance of obtaining work at an early date was to

be ashore first.Neather the Captain of the Bransport nor the 0.C.

Troops would allow any communication with the shore;but Lord Dunraven's
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This is a brief summary of the history of the

Australian Voluntary Hospital but it would be far from complete

ot

with-obthew references to persons and incidents that played an

important part in the career of the hospital,

In the first place, the hospital undoubtedly owed its
origin to the initiative and personnel of Rachel the Countess
of Dudley, who, out of her love for Australia aroused the
Australian Colony 6f London to fall in with her ideas for
having Australia represented early in the war in France,
Unfortunately, she acted impulsively, and without the official
approval of the High Commissioner, Sir George Reid, However,

thanks to the initiative and excellent work of the Australian

’

medicals, nurses, and personnel of the unit, and owing to the

kindly view the War Office took of all the circumstances and

origin of the unit it survived all and undoubtedly
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The Australian Hospital

in France.

Reprint of an Appeal published in Australia, Sep

the 2lst August, 1915, it will be just

year since the Australian Voluntary

Hospital left London for France. It is,

therefore, perhaps the right moment to

1 render to Australian citizens here and in
Australia, a brief account of the history of the Hospital
during its first year of existence, and of the work which
their generosity and quick support has enabled it to
perform. The Hospital, which is designated by those
in authority as a Voluntary Military Unit, was offered
to the War Office on behalf of Australian citizens
during the first week of August and immediately upon
the declaration of war. It was at once accepted. In
as short a time.as possible the staff and personnel
were appointed, and the necessary equipment procured,
5o that within three weeks of its acceptance, the hospital

was ready and on its way to the theatre of war

It is not necessary perhaps in a short summary
such as this to enumerate by name the many well
known and distinguished Australians who have during
the past year been attached to the Hospital as members
of the staff abroad, and have joined the Committee of
direction in London. With most, if not all, of them
the Australian public is already familiar, and the

valuable assistance which they have been able to




render i the past months of tragedy and
stress, is realised and appreciated to the full within
the Great Dominion which has sent so many thousands
of her sons and daughters to rally round the flag of
the Mother Country. Suffice it to say that towards the
end of August, 1914, the Hospital staff with full equip-

ent sailed from Southampton to France on board the

yacht “ Greta,” which had been lent to serve as a
transport for the Hospital. It reached Havre at the
critical moment when the first German attack was being
hurled upon France th 3elgium, and the British
Expeditionary Force had joined wit
1

resolute and stubborn resistance Th

British wounded were pouring into Havre, but
lready the French and British Commanders-in-C
had decided upon what will be known hereafter as

t successful retreat ever recorded in

soldest and mos
military history, Havre was in process of being tem-

doned as a base, and the Australian Unil

porarily abanc
did not, therefore, stabl ts: & During the
few days the Hospital staff remained in Havre, certain
f its mambers were invited to assist in tending the
wounded zt the largest of the Base Clearing Hospitals
open. Their services were very useful and greatly
ppreciated. Subsequently on 2nd September, whea
Havre was temporarily evacuated, the Australian Hos
tal sailed for St. Naz: which had been chos s the

new b Upon arrival there, its Commanding Ol

nes, was requested ek oltaAls

> open uickly as possibl eceive wounded
thicer 1id m 1 ar reredib; space of time

fortunate circumstance which placed a large

private Nursing Home with ‘two operating theatres at
the disposal of the Australian Unit. This was at once
prepared, and a suitable house close by taken as well
for the use of the nursing staff. The hospital tents
and equipments were landed from the “ Greta” and
erected on a piece of ground near the building. Also

reighbouring school was tak r and transformed

When the first batches of wounded arrive

Nazaire from the Front, the Australian Hospit:
eady and in perfect working order to receive them
During the whole occupation of St. Nazaire as a base
he staff worked incessantly and with splendid result
vhich gaine Hospital unqualified praise, and

establishec tation through

rmy

early weeks of the war, hospital re
under circumstances of extreme
Retreat was in progress, t

at time
was painful and prolonged
vounded on arrival was suct
he most skilful su
staff of the Aus Hospit
equal to the strain. It
stralians  who

wed this hospital




carry the Australian Flag into the war area many
weeks before any other voluntary hospital crossed the
sea, should not have been in a position to witness

the splendid results of their generosity

To any member of the staff looking backward
now, there must arise many memorable scenes which
can never be effaced from the tablets of memory.
Such an unforgettable one, was the first influx of
wounded ‘into St. Nazaire, when ambulance after
ambulanc ischarged its burden of twisted, bandaged

menat  gates of the Australian Hospita

It was early morning, and within a few hours the
tents, school, and buildings, were filled to overflowing
The greater number of the staff and personnel were
new to the work of a war hospital, yet there was no
fuss or hurry. Every need was quietly met. Every-
thing was done with organised precision. The nursing
staff worked indefatigably. During the morning the
surgeons went methodically from bed to bed making
swift diagnoses, and at noon they took their stand by
the operating tables which they never left for more
than a few moments until 2 am. on the following

morning

The organisation of the whole Unit worked equally
smoothly and effectively throughout the weeks which
followed, during which the Australian Hospital loyally
supplemented the efforts of the Government Units to
meet every need as it arose in this time of unparalleled
stress and emergency. Sepsis, Gangrene, Tetanus, and

all the many complications which make the conditions

of work in a war hospital so full of difficulty and strain
were dealt with and modified by every device known
to science. And through it all the indomitable
Australian courage and optimism shone like a star

above the darkness of that time of trial

It is possible to recall an exquisite evening in early
Autumn, when during a lull in the fighting, the Unit
mustered its members round the camp fire for a sing
song, and the startled inhabitants of that French coast
town heard—probably for the first ti the true
Australian cooee which echoed far out to sc ~ And of

the work which was carried through no better record is

required than the numberless letters which exist from

officers and men of all ranks as well as from their
relatives, expressing the deepest gratitude and appre
ciation for the tender care and attention which was
shown to the wounded by every member of the Unit

Perhaps the best summing up of all in closing a

reference to this St. Nazaire chapter of the history of
the Hospital, is that what the Australian Unit did there
was worthy of Australia, which leaves nothing more

to be said

In October the British Expeditionary Army moved
northward, and Boulogne replaced St. Nazaire as a
base. The site allotted there to the Australian Hospital
was at Wimereux, where it established itself in a large
hotel overlooking the sea, flanked by a tented annexe
The staff and personnel were accommodated in two
adjoining buildings and the golf club house. Within

twenty-four hours of the arrival of the Unit at this new




base every bed was full, and for week
work wa - heavy and continuous during the
maintained round Y

throu October and Novemt s not until the

end of December, w armies entered
, the monotony of the winter campaign, that the

nbers of the Unit were enabled to rest from their

labours and recover from the prolonged strain to which

they had been sed. The Hospital remained open
d at work all h the winter, in spite

that the numbe inded bec

A
thoroughly 3 3 t from ret
to cellar, re e and nursing furniture,
mprove anc 3 the tent hospital, and
generally
perfectio
work of the hospitals is of
character. Tir severe stress are follow

some weeks ¢ work, according as fighting is
evere or the 3 ut even in slack intervals the

Hospital has to be perpetually

egions ar

the Australian Hospital will soon again be working
at full pressure as before. It is greatly to be egretted
that Australians on the other side of the water cannot
glimpse for a moment this Hospital which they have
endowed. If they could enter its portals, which have

been a refuge to so many shattered broken men, and

could glance into big Ward \" on the left of the hall
wvay they would see its great windows through which
you could throw a stone on to the beach, its neat rows
of white beds and furniture showing daintily against
cool green walls tinted like
utside. They would look into the
on the ground floor, all fresh and clean and uniformly
Asibints | theforers theatre, perfect in every
and into the Roentgen Ray installation, v
1s recording some of the marvels of
en performed. They would find
wards on its three f

erly, neat and sanitary

through them

e work accomplished
tion of the
help rend cularly at the Boul

Australian ambula

and night is possibl > recall one autumn

when, in a drizzle of icy rain, train after trai
mptied of its load of wounded, which were transferrec
I

as quickly as possible into the waiting ambulances.

a a moment when the last of these had crept




thick upr the platform. One transport officer on duty
cast an anx.ous look into the darkness outside. A few
seconds passed and then he tumed smiling to the

station officials. ™ It is all right,” he said, quietly, and
then he added, quaintly, “ As usual, ‘Advance
Australia.”” The moment of anxiety was over. Out
of the darkness a convoy of ambulances raced quietly
alongside, turning and backing to receive the wounded,
while the station lights gleamed upon the ** Australian
Voluntary Hospital” painted upon the cover of each
There was not much in the incident, perhaps, but it had

its interes: and significance, all the same.

It is to be hoped that Australians who have so
generously supported their Hospital up to the present
fime will continue to do so until the end of the war
Up to now, since the initiation of the project to send
this war Hospital to the Front no appeal has been
made for money. But the moment has come, when, if
the prolongation of hostilities is to be met by a con-
tinuance of hospital relief, further funds must be
forthcoming to meet the continual strain. This hospital,
which began its active work during the second week
of the war, is the only Australian Unit with the British

army in France

It would be a calamity from an Austra

point of view if the flag, which was the first of
many to cross the Channel in the wake of the
Union Jack, instead of being kept flying, were to be
prematurely furled. “L'Hopital Australien” has
become almost a household word in more than one

district in France. It has received unqualified praise

from the Allied armies. lts staff has been r sntioned
in despatches, and their valuable work  widely recog-
nised. It is a fine Citizen Hospital, promoted and
directed by patriotic Australians, and it deserves well
from the Great Dominion which it has represented in
France throughout the war, and whose traditions it has

faithfully upheld

The number of cases treatsd at the Hospital since
its opening at St. Nazaire to 30th June, 1915

months), reaches a total of 6,500.

Subscriptions and Donations should be sent direct to :-

G. P. DOOLETTE, Esq., J.P.
President. | Worcester House,

or to Walbrook

HENRY BULL, \ Lonc

marked ** Australian Voluntary Hospital."




Australian Hospital.

Present Working

Lt.-Col
Lt-Col. .
Lt.-Col
Major
Capt
Capt.
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Lieut.
Lieut.
Lieut.
Capt
Capt

Rev. J. Gibbs.

Matron I. Greaves

Sister  A. Wyllie
Dalyell

N. Reay
A. B. Gabriel
H. Bow
E. McGre
J. B. Buckham
P. O. Anderson
Staff Nurse L. H

Hospital France.

i ustralian Voluntary

W. L'Estrange Eames, C.B., V.D.
G. Horne, V.D.

. Sir David Hardie

R. Dick.
R. V. McDonnell.
R. Reynell
Gardner
Patterson
Edye.
Paul
Jent
H. Mills
Hall
B. Towse, V.C

W. Cope.

Mr. H. Seymour

Lady Superintendent Countess of Dudley

Staff Nurse H. Helms

A. Cameron
G. H. Fadd,
M. M. Robertson

A. McKenzie H. F. Hall

Present Work

Sgt.-Maj. C. R. William
12 Sif.-Sg. S. V. Jarvis
16 w  C. Whomersley
29 Sergt
16932
84

56951 Lee.-Sgt. H. Pickering

46904 Corporal G wling
46925, A.J. Barker
56956 Johnson
46905 F. Maxhield

R. H. Ager
J. Ardern
J. Beaver
H. Botham
H. Braddock
H. Brelsford
G. A. Brooke

G. Boot
A. W. Britdiffe
A. Chattington

abiree

Civi
d, A. Rid
eeper

Ward

D. Stephens, N. Ste

ng Staff —cominue

birdi
R. Graham
G. Gray
G. Gle
R. Harwood
W. Hartle

n Cooks
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