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Notes for the War

Diary of CE

ELOPMENT OF

AIPF

Formation of S
Engrs 6 Aust Oct 1939

e of officers and NCO's
due to poor militia response.
Great difficulty in obtaining ap-
proval for officer SME's whereby
civilians with technical qualifi-
cations were given provisional come
missions and sent to schools.
Fix‘sh of these was No. 5 and com=

enced in Nov (?) 1939,  Owing to
lack of tradesmen volunteering
trade classes wers form
assistance given by techn
schools,

| Formation of 7

Aust Div and
Corps Tps

Better response from militia and
more -co-operation all round.

5 SME and No. 6, for which ort‘iciul
approval was ultimately giv
proved invaluable in f’illim
officer gaps.

t:he

Provision of

to cancellation of Corps em-

orised CE AIF

done, muc]
siness Board

rnating

and staff s
re available

selves in huttin

Move to WESTERN

24 Feb at

confer e ce m.
4 (ade

here confirmed recom-

ndations as above.

Refitting an \er conference
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establishments.
also made for CE
also CE AI
at Corpss  Estab-
4 for SME

SME.

to
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SYRIAN
and Oc

Jun
Dec

Campaign
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE

HQ AIP (uE)

2/3 PNR BN,

On 29 Nov I visited this unit at QASTINA, For the past
six months or so the unit has been en d on works at DARWIN and
at present is commanded by Lt-Col A. V. Gallasch M.Ces, its former
C 0 Lt=Col Veale having remained in AUSTRALIA to act as CRE
Works DARWIN.

I did not have an opportunity to see anything of the Bn
as a whole but my impressions are that they need considerable cone
centrated training. Arrangemen have been made by 9 Aust Div for
the 2/1 Pnr Bn to lend them s Bren guns and instructors, but I
do not think this 1s sufficlent,

In view of the fact that the unit may have to fight in the
Spring it is recommended that, as an urgent matter, steps should be
taken to see that this Bn gets special training in all infantry
weapons.




AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE

HQ 1 Aust Corps
2 Dec 41,

EQ AIF (ME)

Wich reference to the application of T/Lt-Col A. G. Torr
for leave to Australia on personal grounds, this is supported by
me for military reasons which are as follows:e

1, No representative of my arm of the Service has yet been
in direct touch with Australia:

2. There is urgent need for & case to bs put to the proper
channels for the proper training of reinfts:

Se The position regarding thie compressors is urgent now and
will be more urgent in the Spring.

I can see no reason why scores of compressors and other
essentlal engineering equipment should not be despatched from Aus-
tralia to the Middle East before the Spring if those responsible
can be sultably impressed, which I think can only be done by person-
al contact, I would give Col Torr letters of introduction which
I think would help him considerably in these matters,

Brig
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HQ PAL TJ & 3
CE/45/6
6 Oct 4l.

SUBJECT := Return of Expenditure.

C.E. Northern L of € Dist.
C.E., 1lst Aust Corps
No. 63 C. R E. Wks,(Haifa) for information
" (Jtam)
(Gaza)
(T.3.)
(Nazareth) for information
(Damascus)
(H.B.Rd.)
_(Aqaba)

An ins tion has been r : Qe - MEF.
to the effect ths a return 1is 1 non showing
ended du g th m01t* on con=
tracts, local purchase a he cost of D.E.L.

The first return showing monthly totals for the per-
iod January to September, 1941, will be rendered to reach thix
office on the 12th instant and future returns by the 12th of
each month,

In addition, the usual fore¢ast of yote 1OW expendi-
ture in respect of next month and next three months, in accord-

e with page 76 Manual of Engineer Services, War, 1940, will
rendered by 20th of each month,

(8igned) Colonel
for Brigadier,
‘C.E. Palestine T.J. & S.




RIAL FORCE

HQ 1 Aust Corps
Dec 4l.

Attacks by Aircraft on Vehicles on Roads.

The following is submitted for consideration.

Experiences in Greece indicate that there may be consider-
able difficulty in the control of troops under the above conditions.

We have also the testimony of our ewn air people that
they dislike small arms fire from the ground,

It would thus appear to be desirable to build up the
fighting~back spirit of our ewn men so that they will engage air-
craft after having left their vehicles,

It is suggested therefore to dig slit trenches along
stretches of flat straight roads which are particularly vulnerable
to aircraft, For a start trenches would be, say, thirty yards
from the road and spaced at normal vehicle spacing of 100 yds.
Such work could be carried out by the local PWDs without much
prejudice to our existing obligations.

It is thought by this means troops would concentrate in
these trenches, would be given a certain amount of protection
ané, more important still, be under control of the senior person
present for both fire and general discipline.

It would be possible to practice units occasionally in
this type of dispersion,

Brig
Aust Corps.
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE

HQ 1 Aust
3 Dec 41,

CAMP COMM/

Confirmation of Promotion to Substantive Rank:

Please make the necessary applicationsfor the confirma-
tion to substantive rank of the following members of my staff:e

VX36036 A/Cpl IVERS E.J. 17 Aug 41
VX10565 A/WO(II) STEELE A.L, 27 " ",

/] ( (1/;<uf

Brig
CE 1 Aust QoOrps.
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IMPERIAL FORCE SECRET.,

HQ 1 Aust Corps
1 Dec 41,

CRE 1 Aust Corps Tps
CRE 6 Aust Div

CRE 7 Aust Div

71 CRE Works

h Attached is copy of letter E9/651 of 24 Nov 41
by CE 9th Army. Please render reports in accordance

with this to reach my office by 0900 hrs each Mondays

ase amend the subdivision as follows =

Main Roads =  Bitumen or metalled.
Camp Roads = Metalled or earth,
Tactical Roads = X » n

Brig
CE Y Aust Corps.




Subject: PROGRI

C E‘ 1 Aust Corps.

D‘V-.n

7
D.C.R.Es Deir ez Zor.

1. 4 new and simplified procedure is to be adopted forthwitha
Engineer progress reports are to be submitted weekly by wire,
They will deal only with such subjects as may be prescribed by this
office from time to time (see paras 2 below), They will be in the
form described in pars. 3 belowa

It is hoped that the new procedure will save paper and time
of compilers But for the reports to be of value they must be on
time and accurate,

2. The subjects to be dealt with in the reports are for the pres-
ent DEFENCES, ROADS, HUTTING, HOSPITALS.

Under DEFENCES will be shown pillboxes (including other con-
crete weapon positions and 0.P.s), anti-tank ditch, battle head-
uarters, shelters (for personnel, stores, ammunition, 6tc)s
%Tf—vor N each fortress area, e.g. Tripoli, Djedi, Qatana, is to be
dealt with separately,

ROADS will be subdivid‘d into metalled roads and earth roads.
The total mileage in each of these Two groups constitute the Iltem
for reports Individual roads will not be treated separately.
HUTTING will be grouped on a formation or an area basis according
as to which method is the more convenlent, It will include under
the same head all huts in the group whatever their purposes (is.es
for personnsl, stores, offices or otherwise).

HOSPITALS will be treated individually.

3,  In making out a progress report the subject Heading (e
DEFENCES) should come first, then the group (6.8 QATANA) and finall;
the items (e.gs plllboxes, anti-tank ditch, headquarters, shelters)
in successions

Against each item three figures only are requireds These are
(1) thls quantity completed: (ii) the total quantity in the pro-
gramme (this includes the quantity completed): and (iii) the antici-
pated completion date for the programme. These three figures will
be wiritten consecutively and in the above order.
©+ge If the programme for the QATANA defences comprised 212 pill-
boxes of which 70 had been completed and the anticipated date for
the completion of the last of the 212 was 1 January the report
SHOUIA NG Ta 405 dsibiis s on
"DEFENCES (.) QATANA pillboxes 70/212/1 Jan,"

4, The quantities to be used in reporting on the various items
will be:-
plllboxes, headquarters, Shelters a................ number
anti-tank ditch, metalled roads, earth roads .. miles
BRtEINg oo ik i LG ...1000 sq.fta
hospitals e umber of
beds,
The term "completed" as used in para. 3 above means ready for
use or occupation, Roads lacking only the final binding should be
shown as completed. So too should huts which are fit for occupa-
tion though still wanting minor engineer attentions

5,  Addresses will report on the item for the execution of which
they are respectively responsible. The first report should show
progress to noon on Sat. 6 December, Subsequent reports to fol-
low weeklya R
(signed) H. W. HUTSON

MEF« Brigadier,
24 Nov 4l. CE Ninth Army.

% 7 A HPH/S
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R.E. DEMAND FORM.

FULL PARTICULARS OF STORES

ADDRESS FOR
QUANTITY DELIVERY OF
STORI
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REMARKS

Ne. of sheets

DEMAND NO.
05/PS2/2:10,00:66.4

DATE DELIVERY CAN COMMENCE
Vil
DATE STORES REQUIRED

RATE OF DELIVE

THIS SPACE FOR USE
OF C

& DADW.(S)

Signature of Demanding Offcer
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. No.l ierodromes. RESR v v
. No.7 Aerodremes. 4.0, (Tn) .2.8.B. {th Army
C.P. Q. Ta.
. Diary (2).
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STRUCTION No.i.
R.Rs ST R.E. 570 gg -_DEANDING. PROCEDVRE 4D 10CAL PURCEASE.

A Dmoug
. Demapding Officerd. Demands for Stoves will de made only by or through
the following :-
(a) C.E. } iust Sorps .R.R. Works No.b6.
(f}f c.E. 3C Corps. . .R.E. Werks No.71.
(c) C.R.E. No.} ierodvomes. ® {i .R.E. Works No.74.
(1) C.R.B. MNe.7 kerodromes. . {Ta.) laif:
For stores ic Le ue))ve North of Jine SwIDA, RAYAK, DALSCUS iacluding
HAYaK but exclu ? for other areas should be demanded
on R.E. Stores I a:.ch . Base & L.of G. krea.

KIND OF DIMLNIG.
sonds for initial Stoeking of a Dmp - to be submitéed forghwith

if not already submitted. { applies only to 19 Corps.

(b). Deminds for Lasintemance of reasonsble stocks in dumps - ¢o be submitied
monthly - to veach R.H. Stoyes Branch by Oth of eech month - fop delivery
Guring next month but ene, §.o. Stoyes deminved by 8/32/4) need not be
expected Lefore Febfuary - although some may wrriwe verlier.

. Dewands_for Sneeific Jobs. - these are for use whea the siZe oi the jod
1o such that the stores required vill cause «g uadue drain op Stocks
ovsilatle.
8.
Four copies on R.I. Stores Jenond Form, spechnen agesched. vill de
addresscd ta ¢ A anch, Minth .rw - vidch is s?tu.ted in
Rue de fhcunice. m\..
In all) easer s v ve to stute exaesly :e

(i) Twhepe stores ap it 1 1s nrepared 10 arrange
eoljectios.

{i1) Date on which ceilveyy cun

(4 ) pate by which delivery should be eomplefed.

(iw) Rate - tous ver day - ul vhieh Stores can be aceevied.

RELEMSE GRDISS. army Dmmps wil) nos dssue Stores without firgs heving
received a Rulegse Order from R.I. Sterea Breueh. 4 copy of this Relecse
Order will be s o the Demunding Officer end to the Unlt whieh requires
the stoies.

AVaILAILITY. The fuperion of an army Dump $s to issue in dulk enly,
ani demands ior small quanti®ies will not be aecepted exeept in svecial
eases and ihen these Gem.nds must invariably be endorsed to the effect
that the stofes cra aot availadle in Corps or C.R.E. Yorks Dumps.

Much $ime can Ve scved if $hose resnonsible for
Stores Rraneh re cvajladility of Stores

before the work is initiated - also by submitting * iseimate of Stores
Neguired * and advising R.E. Stores Braneh so that steps may be taken to
move Stores in advance. Ti.ese estimetes will nov be considered as Demands,
which should follow es soon &3 detail® .re known. These Demands should
always uhow reference to sny * Estimate of Stores Re:uired * .lready
submitted in order to avoid confusion.

. DEFDICE STORES. These will be dealt with under a separate instruction
which will be issued later.
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No. of Groups. OFrICE DATE STAMP

CALL IN > GR.

‘. AND

INSTRUC-
TIONS | QUT

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)
TO R 7 OATIQM T J ) /9 BT 30Y

In Reply to Number

SENT AS WRITTEN = IF LIABLE TO BE INTERCEPTED OR FALL ~ ORIGINATOR'S INSTRU
INTO ENEMY HANDS, THIS MESSAGE MUST BE | DEGREE OF PRIOR

SENT IN CIPHER.

3. STEELE Brig

LOW THIS LINE IS FOR _SIGNAL

SvsTEM TIME

out uT

SIGNE] o

READER SENDER READER SENDER i READER SENDER







e tadd s et ). MESSAGE FORM

No. of Groups. OFrICE DATE STAMP

CALL IN GR.

ouT

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

Originator’s Number In Reply to Number

T AS WRITTEN . IF LIABLE BE INTERCEPTED ORIGINATOR’S ‘INSTRUCTIONS
INT DEGREE OF PRIORITY

IN CIPHER

T H.I

W _THIS LINE IS FOR 'SIGNALS

SENDER o READER SENDER : READER SENDER

T.O.R.
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Form C2128. (Pads of 100).

CALL IN

AND
INSTRUC-

TIONS | QUT

MESSAGE FORM

THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

No. of Groups.

GR.

Serial No.

OFFICE DATE StAmMP

THIS M

SAGE MAY BE SENT AS WRITTEN

UsT PS TBS

Originator’s Number

IF LIABLE TO BE INTERCEPTED OR FAL RS INSTRUCTIONS
INTO ENEMY HANDS, THIS MESSAGE MUS DEGRS Y
sent IN CIPH

- 130N M
sionepd o 6o WILSON 1

(BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR |SIGNAL:

SENDER

SVSTEM TIME
UT

o READER SENDER p READER

SENDER

In Reply to Number

E OF ORIGIN.




MESSAGE FORM Sevial No
No. of Groups. OFFICE DATE STAMP
GR.
INSTHUC-
TIONS | QU1

ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

TO

In Reply to Number

ENT AS WRITTEN E TO BE

ENEMY HAND:
1IN CIPHER,

SIGNED

SYSTEM, TN R

SEND)
I UT_ | oUT







MESSAGE FCRM

GR.

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

In Reply to Numbe

SENT AS WRITTEN | IF LIABLE BE INTER

NTO ENEMY HANT
ENT IN CIPHER:

SVSTEM, TIME
IN OUT | OUT

(BELOW _THIS LINE IS FOR

SVeTEM | TIME s e
W READER ENDER




Army Form C2128. (Pads of 100). MESSAGE FORM

CALL IN

AND
INS{RUC-

TIONS | QUT

Serial No.

No. of Groups. OrrICE DATE STamp

GR.

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

Originator’s Nunber

SENT AS WRITTEN - IF LIABLE TO BE INTERCEPTE

L
NTO ENEMY HANDS, THIS MESSAG
sext IN CIPHER!
SIGNED

(BELOW ['HIS LINE IS FOR SIGN

In Reply to Number

TIME OF ORIGIN

ATHL

SVSTEM, TIME
our, | our

READER SENDER ) 5 - READER

SENDER

T.O.R.




MESSAGE FORM Serial No
No. of Groups. (Orrice DATE STAMP

GR.

"orm C2128. (Pads of 100).

INSTRUC-
TIONS | QUT

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

TO

Originator’s *lumber In Reply to Number

51-8146.

FROM

2+1/5%9/

38/63/ 1

(«) MAJDALQ

nil/

(BELOW THIS LINE is FO
LR s READER SENDER s READER




Arviy Form C2128. (Pads of 100). MESSAGE Serial No

No. of Groups. (OrrICE DATE STAMP

CALL IN GR.

.’ AND

INSTRUC-
TIONS | OUT

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

TO

In Reply to Number

a

“THIS MESSAGE MAY BE SENT AS WRITTEN .~ IF LIABLE TO BE INTERCEPTED OR FAL ORIGINATOR’S INSTRUCTIONS TIME OF ORIGIN
BY ANY MEANS. INTO ENEMY HANDS EMUST BE | DEGREE OF PRIORITY
SENT IN CIPHER!

SIGNED

(BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR_SIGNAL T.H.L
READER senpe | || SESTEM) T READER SENDER : Reapsh SENDER

T.O.R.




MESSAGE

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

In Reply to Numbe

BE SENT AS WRITTEN | IF LIABLE TO BE R ) NSTRUCTIO! TIME OF O}

NTO ENEMY HANDS
<ENT IN CIPHER.

IGNED e
(BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR_SIGNALS USE ONLY.) | T.H.L

READER SENDER o READEF SEN : READER

T.O.R.




Bl o MESSAGE FORM

No. of Groups. OrricE DATE Stamp

GALL IN GR.

. AND

INSTRUC-
TIONS ouT

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

TO

or’s Num| In Reply to Number

E SENT AS WRITTEN  IF LIABLE TO BE I
INTO ENEMY HANDS, THIS
siNt IN CIPRER,
s / ( I
(BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR SIGN/
SvstEM TiM

READE Si EADE E; Si
READER ENDER ot gk READER 2 iy ENDER

[T.H.I.

T.O.R.







MESSAGE FORM

In Reply to Number

ENT AS WRITTEN | - 1ABLE X L 10 « c TIME OF ORIGIN

(BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNAL:

READER SENDER spri g READER SENDER




Arny Form C2128. (Pads of 100). MESSAGE FORM
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No. of Groups. OFrICE DATE STAMP
CALL IN
AND
INS7VRUC-
TIONS | QUT

GR.

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

TO

Originator's Number In Reply to Number

I IABLE TO BE INTERC ED Ol 1 JR'S INSTRI
INTG ENENY HANDS, THIS MESSAGE MUST DE | DFEGREF OF PRIORITY
SENT IN CIPHER.
SioxD
(BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS U ONLY.)
Sytma TINE| T R Sevomm- | SUSTEM DG | Reoy Seoin

SENDER >




2128 (Pads of 100). ~ MESSAGE FORM N Serial No.

No. of Groups. ()I—HCE DAT]: bTA\H‘
CALL IN GR.
{ND I
INSTRUC-
TIONS

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

CRE 1 7S CORPS TPS

Originator’s Number y to Number

51-8146.

CORPS

P.I

compress available for collection
pk  coy . CHI further | one

friday

Wt. 32412/1098.

S MESSAGE MAY BE SENT AS WRITTEN = IF LIABLE TO BE INTERCEPTED OR FALL = ORIGINATOR'S INSTRUCTIONS TIME OF ORIGIN
BY ANY MRS, NTO ENEMY HANDS, THIS MESSAGE MUST BE |~ DEGREE OF PRIORITY
\ SENT IN CIPHER. 0830

{ sexenJ , G,Wilson Maj Igportant T.H1
SIGNED (BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.) ' 3

SYSTEM | TIVE E TS SYSTEM TIME 23 SYSTEM| 'LIME
B i READER SENDER o READER SEN G

READER SENDER

T.O.R.




1 Aust Corps.
Dec 4l.

Road Construction Programme,

/313 of 4 41.
ain roads now g esnstructed must be maintained.

i = TALIA

YAK to
MASNAA (167187) to hoad RAYAK-MA!
is g recconoitred.
If possible it is ¢ Ldered L
“should be made, and a recce is at
. It is suggested that lateral connections should be developed
between BAALBEK valley and the coast road.
Possible routes would seem to be:-
AT 1656237) - AR (177285) for pack tpt.
- ‘nmu’l\ (l.:.mol) »
1light ¥

istribution of work

First three months of 1942 and &

Pirst oix months of 1942 - all above paras.

rig.

! 1 Aust Corps.
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CALL IN
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TIONS | QUT

MESSAGE FORM

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

TO

1AY BE SENT AS WRITTEN

Originator’s Number

A K

TERCEPTED OR FAL ORIGINATOR'S INSTRUCTIONS
S MESSAGE MUST BE | DEGREE OF PRIORITY

Serial No,

No. of Groups. OFrICE DATE. STAMP

GR.

In Reply to Number

TIME OF ORIGIN

T.H.L

SYSTEM, "TIM)
our. | our

(BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR_SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

READER SENDER

SENDER

T.O.R.




Corps

reinforced concre

take suitabl

This entails normall;
flour or, if contrac










onmer




i g e MESSAGE FORM Serial No.
> No. of Groups. OFFICE DATE STAMP
CALL | IN G
AND
INSTRUC-
TIO®r.S ouT

(ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY.)

Originator’s Number In Reply to Number

MAY BE SENT AS WRITTEN = IF LIABLE TO BE I ED OR FAL
s AGE MUST BE

INTO, ¥ HANDS, T
SENT IN CIPHER

SIGNIT
(BELOW THIS LINE IS FOR SIGNAI

M TIME

out

READER SeNpER ) * JReL D READER SENDER







