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GREAT SALVAGE FEAT
SAVES £3M.
WAR SUPPLIES

VAJORKING from barges and lighters constantly
| pounded by heavy and at times mountainous
| seas, at the risk of explosion and fire from petrol,

F. Docks Operating Company has just com-
pleted one of the most remarkable salvage feats
in Australian maritime history.
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Aprived lt 2 o

and
suggested to Maj. Pegan 0.C. txlhl ng
report to Movements, This he did, We then entrained and wen
ntmu'r. for btreakfast. Whilst there iaj. Pagan received a
e for the train to retum to T, Later {\.‘!.C. cane snt o
b byuarmd‘:cmdihj.z»gmrohsmd Te by car
a.nd the train retumned to 7. The tmva wn then talken off the
One of the emima was used tut otherwise o fresh
cn!n was made up which provided wore satisfactory mtlm.
The R.T.0. stated that & .’L‘.O- Coling had not advised him
the trein ut hed left it to the 8. \;riml to ndvise th.
S Townsville his had been done by the railwey officers
but the Townsville reilws; og'fimo had not passed the
information on to the Rl

‘prdved at mekhupm. iinj. Pagen received from the R.T.0. a
Gladstone and for tea at a station

0'1 Bnhnl. &t Gladstone we were told that

the troops could not have dimner there that no arrangements

had been made, He suld we vwere to have dianer at L’unmluhcrs

we would arrive there about 1700 hrs. The €roo

broskfast at 0700, The kef, Houm Manager ?.ol.d tbo OuCa tr-l.n

that he would ring @ station losodade snd ask them to have

eup of toa ready for the train, On errival at joseday at 1500

hrae n t.'u" M tea snd a sandwich wn availeble for rurchase

b‘?w train xamod Lﬂmu:::i et 1700 hrs, and lunch wes served.
At 2200 hra. the e Gyuple where tes and sand=
wiches were served to the troops.

Aprived at Aseot and detrained to the L.7.D.Aseot, Blood
tested for malaris.

/dvised that blood cut ruiuﬂ. Obtained peruission from the
DabolisBe to proceed to the 113 A.G.H. Sydney.

boft Aseot 0740 Train to bydney left Souwuth Brisbane 1105 hrs.
Train arrived Sydney st 0745. Arrived at 113 AGH at 0845,

Wm cargo on the after decks of the “MHontoro” was
t it vas not possible to proceed the mein deck to the ut‘boau
at the resr or tbo rear gun M t the
ship's winches.ldy opmon is that in all o & cloar passege lmuldbl.
roulise t.\mt It ie duflcult on some ocgasions for
before the ship commences to losd. It should be of
g.mt mtsumwm FCO for him to recelive this before load con
1 cases it is desirable that M.T. be serviced boton
8 moye nooeunry vhe'x the M.7. are to travel es
that all M.T. sent

Journey
itary weré enp. ks butehers bakeys & cook's m-
siders. One man wes also empl oyuwnnsnmmm.nmd
that there was
for these
i v

ingddents ochm with this to Capt.Payton
that Haj.sherringhem of Evis.hail should m g PoP-
ticularly as Maj.Pugen was putting in a yeport to Lt.Cal. bm
veported to Maj, Shewpingham ond he has asked me to furnish him with that
pmo!wnwﬂmtntmutbmljoumo
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DuAsDa0sBs fehs0sCs JAsDMSESTs 0L 3 E TOTAL
AL & COX.

1 N.C,0.
12 O.Bs

8 N.Culs
105 O.Bs

27 N.C.08
317 Q.58

31 N.C.08

33 N.Co08

33 W.C.08
1329 0.kis.

P
167 N.C.08
1964 0.hs
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AIP 2 DOCKS OP COF

30_Septeuber 42
n;wncmm,cmnmm‘ %wmﬂ

Wlm-g{m«r. Llcsv
cm 1. l Heinicke Adjt/Q"Master ~ nm A" Gp g mu. e
R Bryant "B Gp »

Dumn, 3°C
Port loresby -

smnmn_gn!
2y

7 offes 570 O R's _ ("B" Gp 4 Offrs 325 O R's)
i3 gt Remita Detached & Recyrds Clovk 1 Sehool 1 - Leave 1 | poroentage not availeble for Duty 17.3%
5% Gp held a compulsory Church nmmmmqarmumun. var.
"A"ggonar:aaznam:u.um.tu-.m. S
VWarning of Draft was given "3" Gp at 0900 hrs
" Gp sailed fram Townsville for Haple at 1900 hrs per Troop Ship "Swartenhendt” Offrs 261 O R's) Cept Bryant O C Troops
mol' 8 detached for duty as deck hands, tru-nﬁr lzdenh. (iux'lvh". 1
Fore section of "Rufus King" tied up st the Wharf at Pinkenba
102&-56102' (‘B"opk w}ao R's) 9
A¥L 8 Detenti Hospitel 25 Dotached 6 Recgrds Clerk 1  School 1 """"ﬂmmm:—mwn“
sbeited cu5u-.sronkn-w-a-muumnum.mmpmaun
%OR'.zenrmm an Advance for HQ and "A" Gp
work xno—h". c-nwunop-l Port loresby.
Rear Party in mr’c"oulommm-lﬂuol'
imericans took over control of fore sec
" Gp started on the salvage of "Helaita", mcw-urp-u-mﬁ- entrance of Port Noresty.
fran Anity arrive Tomgville. prv(xnmu'o;)-mmu!mmu. ALl went inte quarters
x parede held at 1430 hrs end persomnel warned for

;égh-m-nhu\atu 0 R's from "B" Gp.
OR'B)

Records Clerk 1 School 1  Leave 12 ] Percentage not available for duty 19.6%
was made with umafnnu, webbing, respirators ete.

HQ and "A" Op embarked af vaunwrrmwp*xm" end sailed in comnvoy at 2300 hrs.
!lhtmnt X "Both" rejoined Unit end embarked

l;am'g;supmxmmmm-byw*m"mumnz‘uom. Quarters were taken in vocated Hotel loresby.
AWL 15 Detention 1 FHospital 67 Detached 53 Rlenrdlmurhl School 1 Leave 8 | Percentage not available for Duty 24.9%
muﬂ,'"wmlﬂtﬁaﬂhﬂlm tion of the whole Unit

“A" Group joined "B" Gp and on the Port More: wharves at 0730 hrs as a complete Unit again.

4l Persomnel 1 mmmﬂt.‘noﬂm These include AWL's, Detention and Hospital strength not likely to
uammmtm-_a

Lieut Gol Carrie O C Troops

7 offrs 535 O R's
AWL 1  Detention Hospital 36 Detached 53 Records Clerk 1  School 1 Leave 6 | Percentage not available for Duty 18.1%

AWL. These men have been written off
8 Mﬁ!l!‘ﬂlﬂfﬂnmm
missed the head check prior to
asmenbarkati;

6 were away on Homo Leave
left, and these are now
awalting Draft at 1le.
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APPRECIATION.

Extract of letter received from Naval Officer in Charge,
Townsville, Commender V C Eddy, R N from the Master of the
S S "BOTH". 29 Sept L2.

sscsssesseshat they performed stood out as an example
and on the whole did even better than owr own
L

THE ADELAIDE STEAUSHIP COMPANY LTI

TOWHS VILLE
21 Sept 42

The Officer in Charge,
AIF 2 Docks Operating Coy RAE,
TONNSVILLE.

Dear Sir,

The Master of the s s BOTH has asked us to
express to you his sppreclation of youwr having supplied
members of your Unit toc fill vacancies on his vessel to
allow him to proceed to sea, on his last trip.

He has also stated that all these men, whose
neames appear below, conducted themselves in an exemplary
menner, and performed their work to his entire satisfaction.

HCO in charge of Party Cpl Marshall, B H

76 Cpl Prestom, S B

N7 Marshall, E K
Randall, T Gook

Carter, ¥ 1st Class Trimmer

Parkia, J k

Campbell, G C

Davison, G L

Foster, C

Smith, C

Thom

Playle, E G K Trimer

Reyer, M H AB

Colson, F J AB

Walsh, B B AB

ist C1 reman
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X
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The Adelaide Steamship Coy L
As Agents for ROYAL PACKET NAVIGATION COY LI (.
(Signed) M MeGill
Sranch Manager




COMMENTARY

HOSPITAL.

The figures are made wp mainly of recurring
1llnesses and aceidents. During the month T

men were evacuated to Australia. Dengue fever

is now at a minimus, nesrly all por.o el having
had their bout. Dn.lly average of men in Hospital
for the month is 18.5.

SICK IN LINES.

This figure at 30 Novr 42 reached hﬁ. a daily
average for the month 1 The main
trouble is tropical sorea. KEnoc!

abrasians, almost invariably infect and are
very stubborn to heal.

HOSPITAL AND SICK IN LINES.

SHIFT HOURS.

The daily average for the month of November is
therefore seen to be (Hospital 18.5 - Sick in Lines
33.5) - a total of 52 men.

Expressed in Gangs 3% Gangs

Expressed in Tonnage 505 Tons daily

The proceeding paras 1, 2 and 3 give a fair
idea of the loss in efficiency through sicimess
of persomiel, as the result of adverse climatic
conditions.

In the past repeated representations have been

made that the WE be regarded as a basis for Unit
strength rather than a hard and fast fixture to

be abided by, irrespective of conditions. The
figures go to show the necessity, either for a WE
specially designed for tropical or island conditions
or special provision whereby the Un.tt output can

be maintaine’ by drawing on more personnel

& reserve, as required, as derplacion of the ranks
through slckness oceurs.

Geography and climate have a marked ba-r!.ng on

health, and health a similar bearing on Unit

efficiency. A Unit WE must be so flexible that

it can be udjusbed t0 meet any set of circumstances

and conditions as they arise. If this cannot

be done we only hamstring ourselves at the
beginning, and then express surprise and

indignation when the general achievement falls so

much below what was planned or anticipated.

The facts, as revealed by the figures submitted,
are sufficiently serious to hope that the incidence
of sickness will be taken into consideration by

LHQ, and that the latters support will be rorth-
coming to future recommendations, based on the
eircumstances arising out of the fects, as set

out herein.

The reductions made in shift howra in October
are showing results. The genersl appearance

of persomnel is better and the men mra

cheerful and willing - as shown b comparison
of dluy tonnages - OCTOBER 2655 ‘I‘nna NOVEMBER
2952 tons. This despite the decrease of man

power dus %o Sick In Lines and Hospital.




z 1a a brief statement of
of AIF 2 Docks Op Coy RAE stationed
the month of November.

on attashed to 2 Docks Op Coy Det
The number has
uc‘! u JA...M&\.J to

includ this
deica can be got from LHQ or P:scords regarding
their dispossl.
3 Detachments ve at one time been detached
Tor duty In this Area, but the average for this
month has been one gang of 17.
Detachments at Rorcona discharged two vessels
for a tonnage of approx 1000 Tons.

38 Oversess and Coastal vessels wers worked
during the month, With the exception of

5 only pertially cempleted the Tonnage
dgcharged was 75399 Tons. Tomnags backloaded
was 131 '{5 Tons making a total tomnage handled

The average tonnage per day 2952 Tons.

The total figure of 33 cempleted vessels
(27 Overseas and 6 C ) mak
turn round of over 1 vessel per day.




