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3rd December, 1943 -

Service n No, 12249.

The great battle over Berlin continued last night when
aircraft of Bouber Commend in great strength delivered another heavy attack
on the German cepital, It begen a few minutes after eight o'cloc
lasted for just over helf an hour.

The Germans had massed scores of fighters over or near the

target, in a desperate effort to save their capital fram further destruction.

Lanes of fighter flares hed been laid as fer away as 50 miles from Berlin, and

extended right up to the city itself. ibove, hovered the fighters, but
in spite of them, of massed flak and hundreds of seerchlights, the bambers
went through to their objectives.

"When I reached the city," one Lancaster pilot said, "the attack
was just caming to an end. Huge fires were buming fiercely below us, and
smoke had reached a height of scme three miles."

1lying Officer R.K. MoIntyre, of Queenslend, enother Lancaster
pilot, said that when they errived they found thet cloud covered sbout half
the area of the capital.

"There were blocks of searchlights - hundreds of them," he seid.
“They were trying to probe the clouds. The rear-gunner saw two sircraft
coned.  Flek was pretty solid, enemy eppeared to be using the type
that looks like kose piping es it cames up. It gives you the impression
that it is impossible to get through it - but you do somehow. Ve had one or
two holes in the bomb doors from hits,"

"The fires were growing all the time," said Sgt. D. Baines,

He was teking pert in his sixth
flight to Berlin and added that five minutes after he had bambed, an orange
flame shot up through the clouds. "It was like a huge geyser," he said.

he time we left, there was a large area of fire, buming dark red,

with black smoke rising to a height of 15,000 feet."







3rd December, 1943,

Adr Ministry Bulletin No, 12253,

S OVER BERLIN
Three Squadrons of R.A.A.F, working with the R,A,F, took
pert in lest night's battle over Berlin in which over 1500 tons of
high explosives and incendiary boubs were dropped in just over half an
hour,
The real struggle began vwhen the bombers were still 50

nmiles away from the target. The Germens had laid a long lane of

fighter flares, which stretched brilliantly up to the cepital itself,

vwhere the final battle took place,

Part of the area was covered by clouds, but there remained
a clear patch of sky made still clearer by the fighter flarves, and the
scores of searchlights which the enemy had concentrated there. As our
baubers flew into it the waiting fighters dived down in an effort to
intercept them before they could drop their bambs,

"But they couldn't stop us", an Austrelian pilot said,
"We got through and by the time we left, the gep in the clouds was being
£illed up by the black smoke from the fires. The smoke alone had reached
a height of some 15,000 feet, and some of our fellows could still see
the red glow of fires from 200 miles on the way home."

lying Officer K. McIntyre, of Queensland, who was
piloting a Lancaster, seid that when he srrived over the capital he
found that about half of Berlin wes covered by cloud and the other half
was clear, "But the clouds were drifting all the time", he continued,
USo that the gep was always altering its position, There were great
blocks of searchlights - hundreds of them, and vhenever the crews mansged
to get one of our aircraft, they hung on to it for all they were worth.
The rear gunner saw two aircraft coned while we were over the capitel.
a type of flek w

gives you the




that it is impossible to get through it - but you do. We had one or
two holes in the bomb doors fram hits. That wes the worst they did to us
ve dropped our bawbs and turned for hame",

Flight Sergeant M. Stafford, snother pilot of a Lencaster, who
canes from Maryborough, Queensland, said that he could see the target
indicators of the Pathfinders very clearly es he made his bambing run through
the clouds over the capital, Suddenly the enemy dropped fighter flares
scross our path, and we went clean through a concentration of them without
being attacked by one of the fighters".

Flying Officer T. A. Cemeron, of Melbourne, said: "Fighter
flares were being dropped all over the target area. On the last 50 miles
of the target, the Germsns were dropping fleres sll the time in en effort to
cetch up,  The route wes brilliently lit all the way in front of us. ‘e
got to Berlin all right, and there it was - en extraordinery sight, with big
red fires burning below, hundreds of seerchlights, and the brillient flares
caming slowly down from a good height. I put our aircreft into the bambing
run, end just as our 4,000 pounder dropped one of the engines cut.
heart missed a beat too. However, it was ell right, and we got back on the
others",

Flying Officer R. J, Taylor, & bamb eimer from Brisbane,
vwho last night completed his 58th flight, said that the fires in Berlin were
burning strongly as they set course for home, "Smoke was billowing up to
the sky, and hed reached a height of 15,000 £t."

Pilot Officer K. Schults, of Adelaide, a pilot, said thet

although he was in the first phase of the attack the fires hed got a strong

hold by the time he left. nThe defences did not seem to have got really

going while We were there", he said, "We sew only a few fighter fleres, end

the ground defences were light, The beams of the searchlights worked

effectively vhen they concentrated on a in the sky, but they were hampered

vinen we were using the cloud cover".
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