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102 Squadron 29/10/u3.

AUS, 413092 FLIGHT SERGEANT M, MCPHATL, D,F.M,, PILOT, OF SYDNEY

Flight Sergeent McPHAIL was trained in Australia and has
done seven operational trips with No, 102 Squadron, They were;-
Remschied, Hemburg, Mennheim (2), Hanover (2), and Kessel, His mid~-
upper gunner is Aus, 422412, Flight Sergeant V. CARR, of Grafton,
N.S.W. and the rear gunner is Aus. 418570, Flight Sergeant C, G.
ROBERTSON, of Warragul, Victoria,

Flight Sergeant CARR probably shot down a JU8B8 over lMann-
heim, MCPHATL'S crew saw a badly demaged Halifax being attacked so
went up to try and free the others, The two gunners opened fire and
the enemy aircraft immediately replied, However, the enemy aircraft
went down leaving a trail of smoke and fire but the crew did not see
it hit the ground, Immediately after that McFHAIL had to take
evasive action from a Dornier which did not fire.

He won his D,F.M. as a result of the raid on Kassel.

"I don't know what happened but we were mixed up in flak
over the target," he said, "When we got back to England one of the
blades of the port inner propellor fell off and upset the balance of
the engine, I couldn't throttle it back and the vibration caused
the engine to drop out. As the port inner engine fell out it shet-
tered the propellor of the port outer, We were forced down to 500
feet, When the engine fell out we were at 1500 feet and we lost
1000 feet while I was endeavouring to regain control. I landed with
only the two starboard engines, The port outer was vibrating so much
that it was useless."
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SECRET 28/9/blvs

Aus, 413092 Flying Officer N. McPhail, D.F.C,, D,F.M, of Mosman,N,S.W, - Pilot

He was on No, 19 course at Somers and trained in Australias at Benalla
and Mallala,

He left in October, 42 on the Queen Mary travelled via America and
arrived in the U,K. in December. From Bournemouth he went to PRE A,F.U. Cembridge
then to A,F.U, Greenham Common, then to 0,T.U, at Harwell, He converted to
Helifaxes at 1663 Conversion Unit, Rufforth, end in August 43, joined No. 102
Halifax Squadron at Pocklington. He was crewed up with two other Australians,
the mid-upper gunner Sgt. Victor F.N. Carr ( now F/0 D.F.C,) and the rear gunner
Sgt. Colin Robertson ( F/0 D,F.C.)

These three completed thirtysix operational sorties together and
were screened in April of this year, The targets they attacked include Berlin
(three) Mennheim (two), Kassel (two), Henover (two), Leipzig, (eighteen German
targets in ell). They flew Halifax TIS. which towards the end of 1943 became
too costly to fly deep into the heart of Germany and were switched first on to
minelaying then on to French targets. McPhail's crew laid mines in Kiel Bay,
the Baltic, St. Nazaire, Lorient. Prior to the invesion they concentrated almost
solely on French marshalling yerds.

McPhail won an Immediate D,F,M, after an attack on Kassel in October
last year, His Halifax ran into a lot of flek bombing the target, and he is
not certein, but believes it possible, that the bomber was hit in one engine,
"The aircraft was vibrating badly all the way home" he said. "We got back over
the coast and were at about 1500 feet approaching base when a blade of the port
inner iprer propellor flew off, Before I could do anything sbout it the enginé

started to breek away fram the fuselage.
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A tremendous vibration had been shaking the aircraft and it went
temporarily out of control and into a spiral dive. It had dropped to sbout
five hundred feet when the engine fell out completely. As it ceme away it
knocked end demaged the port outer propellor.

McPhail menaged to regain control after the engine broke away and
called up the airfield and came in on the circuit on the two good engines. He
came in very high right over the drome, then after he hed lined up on the aporoach
out the two starboard engines and glided dowm. No demage was done to the
Helifex in lending.

lcPhail, Carr and Robertson all won immediate D,F,Cs after a
minelaying trip to the Baltic in Merch of this yeer. Crossing the Danish
coast on the way out sbout a hundred miles from the target their Halifax was
hit by a burst of flak which tore a big hole in the fuselage on the port side,
blew out the intercommunication system and badly demeged the D,R, compass. The
crew decided that as the engines were functioning they would g0 on,using the
emergency light system in place of the inter coms A long flash of light was to
mean corkscrew port, quick flicks dive to starboard.

Very soon the bomber was attacked by two fighters, "The first
indication I got was the signal to dive to port " McPhail said, "I had just

sterted the manoeuvre when we were hit by two cannon shells which exploded just

behind the mid upper gunner. I heard the crash as they exploded and saw the flash, :

Meentime Carr and Robertson were fighting back. The fighter, an FW 190
made five attacks in all and right through the fight McPhail continued to
manoeuvred on the emergency lights. After the first attack the Halifax was
not hit sgain and McPhail could see the enemy tracer flying past, sbove and below

missing them all the time. Sametimes he could see the return fire fram his gunners,

The FW attacked from the rear sometimes fram sbove sometimes fram. below
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Finally on the fifth attack the enemy came in from the starboard
up and McPhail dived towards him, "I thought for a second that we were going
to collide but I continued turning into him"he said. ."He broke off his attack
end in doing so exposed his belly. This gave the mid upper gumnner his chence
and he got in a ten seconds burst. We saw him catch fire and the rear gunner
saw him fall through the mist in flames and the glow on the ground as he exploded."

Meentime the second fighter had been hovering round putting in

halfhearted attacks, but had not actually fired. "He came in once or twice

but we evaded" McPhail said, "He wasn't able to position himself for a proper
attack and when the other one went down he disappeared." The bamber went on
and the mines were laid in the allotted areas, On the return journey the
crew experienced great difficulty in keeping on course owing to the demaged compass,
Eventually they came out over a defended area and for five minutes were held in
intense prdicted flak., McPhail turned back into enemy territory, flew round
the defended area and out over the North Sea back to base without further trouble.
On their last trip on April 27 the crew were detailed to lay mines
at St. Nazaire. The Halifax was loaded with four mines which mede it impossible
to close the bomb doors completely. Taking off the bamber roused a flock of
birds at the end of the runway and Mc Phail said he could see them all round rushing
past, The crew believe that one went in the open bomb doors. "{e can only
think it was one of the birds because something went in and accidentally released
one of the mine parachutes" he said, "This ceme loose, hung down into the slip
stream and billowed out, It then caused a lot of drag and I could only get
145 miles en hour maximum speed out of the aiycraft,"
McPhail went on although it took the crew an hour and a half to

climb to six thousand feet, They arrived over the terget half an hour late

but all the mines released and fell in the mining area, Once they were




gone the bomber made base with ease.

McPhail, Robertson and Carr ere now instruc ing at 27 0.7
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Copy of Citation of Award of D.F.C. (Immediate)

7Acting Flight Lieutenant Noel McPhail, D.Feld. (Aus.l13092)No.102 Sgdn,

Pilot Officer Victor Francis Milton Carr gAus.g2&122 No.102 Sgdn.
Pilot Officer Colin George Robertson (Aus.;18570) No.102 Sgdn.

As pilot and air gunners respectively these officers have
completed a large number of sorties, involving a wide range of targets
They have invariably displayed a high standard of skill, courage and
devotion to duty, qualities which were well illustrated, during a
recent mine-laying fkmwoomixswxk mission. Before reaching the target
the aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire and sustained dsmage.
Almost immediately the aircraft was intercepted by a fighter which
attecked with much persistence. Flight Lieutenant McPhail
manoceuvred with great skill, however, and Pilot Officers Carr and
Robertson used their guns with great effect to drive off the
attacke r which is believed to have been shot down.These officers
displayed great determination throughoute
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