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He lost his leg and won the
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal
in a raid on Berlin—Australian
Flight-Sergeant G. C. Smith.
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wing tip, nose, and identification lights on." fhen Spith identified it as
a fighter he gave evasive direction to his ceptain swung his turret round

swiftly and opened fire. The fighter was then sbout five to six hundred

yerds off.  As he opened up the lights stopped waving and Suith knew the

German pilot had them in his line of fire.




The Lencasters pilot threw the bomber into violent evasive action,
As he dived to port Smith saw what seemed to be four lines of tracer and two

of cannon streeming from the wings of the enemy which he could now identify

as an Me 110. Before the Lancaster was hit however Smith got in approximately

& hundred and fifty roundd ffam his turret and the enemy fighter disintegrated

in the sky.
"There was a mighty flash and he blew up just & fraction of a
second before we were hit" Smith said. "We were diving to port them., I

told the skipper I had been hit. en I saw four more lines of tracer coming

in from dead astern. Two lines seemed to be going under us and the other

two seemed to be going right through the kite. I followed the line of fire and

could see the second fighter a Fw 190 coming in behind.” Smith asked his

pilot to dive to starboard but the pilot already teking the action as

he celled him wp. This menoeuvre succeeded in breaking the Focke Wulfs
attack and it broke off end disappeared from view. It was not seen agein,
Meantime Smith who had been hit by a cannon shell in the leg and

machine gun bullets under the knee and in his leg, was in acute agony. He

knew that his leg had been shattered by the shell end was pretty sure that he
would lose part of it. His turret was rendered unservicesble and his

parachute beg had been set on fire. Camnon shells had plestered the Lencaster

from the tail right up the fuselage to the mid upper turret,  The turret

wes out of sction. A shell had exploded by the left foot of the midupper
gunner breaking his leg end tearing the muscle of his calf, The oil pipe
at the bottom of the turret had been pierced and the oil was blazing. The

Y Box, scamner, had been blown to bits, the rear wheel was shot off, the

hydreulics were shot away, and the pes® wheel was hit. The flaps were

Gemaged and went down and couldn't be brougat up. A cannon shell pierced
one engine and the bomb doors were jemmed shut.

The ceptain called his crew to check for cesualties. There
wes no answer from the mid-upper turret and he sent the wireless operator

beck to see what had happened, The mid-upper gumner was found lying on

the floor behind the bulkhead door without an oxygen mask and almost

unconscious. He had got down to beat out the fire with his helmet, then
F

had attempted to crawl forward to infom the pilot. The wireless operator




Jjemmed en oxygen tube into his mouth just in time to save him from
being dangerously affected. The gunner was laid out and the wireless
operator climbed into the midupper turret to assess the damage and watch
for fighters. He remained there for the rest of the trip,

The captain called up Suith and told him he was Semr iEe crew down
to get him out. But knowing that the midupper gunner was wounded and the
turret out of sction Smith refused to be moved and insisted on remaining in
his turret in spite of appalling pain, from his shattered leg. All efforts
to pursuade him to leave failed, and he continued to manipulate his guns
memuelly.  The navigator ceme back and put out the flames enveloping his

parachute.

Meantine the bomber continued on its homeward journey. Owing

to damege to the navigational aids the sircraft strayed off course,ame at

one ime into & heavily defended area. Here the pilot threw the aircraft
into such violent evesive action that the crew thought the aircreft mist be
out of control.  "For eight minutes we were thrown sbout" Smith said, "what
had happened was at some time in our flight a piece of flak had come up through

the pilots legs and hit the throttle box and senother piece just missed the

engineer, Ouky- on;;s‘;gi,n‘e'm.w otitrol.s

The pilot eventually got the Lencaster clear of the flak and they
straightened out end crossed the coast to sea. leantime Smith's oxygen mask
had frozen up and unable to get any oxygen through, he had taken it off and
was breathing the outer atmosphere. Over the sea the crew chopped the bombs
away then ceame back to get him out. The door of his turret had frozen stiff
and this too had to be chopped away with the crash axe.  Still fully conscious
Smith tried to pull himself out by using his left leg and both hands but he
was caught on the right side. When the bomb aimer ran his hand down his
right leg to free it he found it twisted round the ammunition belt and controls.
It wes completely shattered end the whole turret was drenched in blood.

Smith's leg was untwisted and he was carried back to under the
midupper turret, It had teken in a1l sbout an hour to get him free.

wes given morphia and laid on the floor of the fuselage.




The pilot prepered for a belly landing in case the wheels were
shot away., But finding that the bomb doors could not be closed he

decided to come down on the rim of the undercarr The bomb aimer

and the wireless operator lay down either side of Smith to protect him

in cese of & crash. The pilot mede his approach and then brought his
crippled bomber down in what Smith describes as one of the most beeutiful
lendings he could ever hope to see.

The Lancaster had come in at Woodbridge and station crash embulance
ceme out to meet it. The fuselage was hacked sway and Smith and the
wounded mid-upper Were carried out on stretcher and taken to the East Suffolk
hospital. The following morning Smith's leg wes emputated,

In addition to the wounds in his leg Smith had suffered so severely
from frostbite that for a time it was thought that certain fingers would
have to be amputated.  He was affected in both hands, the side of his
face his forehead and cheek bones.,  From these injuries he is now well
on the way to recovery.

Referring to the megnificent behaviour of his crew on this trip
Smith seid "I wouldn't part with them for all the money in the world.

it wasn't for the skipper we would never have got back."













