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30,443 R.A.A,F, CREW'S LUCKY ESCAPE

»

The award of the D,F.C. to(Warrant Officer Don Sharp/of Balwyn (Vie), has brought
to light the story of an amazing escape, when he and his pilot, F/Lt. E.P. Coulin, of
Newcastle, (N,S.W.), now personal pilot to the Governor of Bengel (Mr. Casey), were
flying & Dakota on & supply-drcopping mission on the Burma front,

When the supply perachute beceme entangled in the elevators, the controls locked,
and Coulin was unsble to gain enough height for the crew to bale out, The Dakota
gredually lost height and Coulin was just about to attempt a crash landing when the
parschute either came off, or was torn free by trees, Although the port elevator had
been torn off, Coulin was able to regein enough height to climb over the hills end resch

base,

"A11 the time we were in trouble, Sharp, who was wireless operator, was calmly
sending out signals advising base and neighbouring aircraft of our difficulties”, said
Coulin,
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