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8th December, 1943

Aus 40347) Flying Officer
of Sydney - Wireless operats

Flying Officer Mathieson wes on No,10 I.T.S. Course at B
and left Australia on the 13th June, 1941 on the Awatea.
Canada at No.3 Wireless School, Wimipeg and at 5 Bombing and
SCrocl Dafoe, He arrived in the United Kingdom in Janusry

rnenouth was posted to W.E.M. School at Malvern, then to No.13 0.1.U.
mcestcr where he creved up with Flight Lieutenant Gilmore, R.N.Z AT,

avigator, They were posted from Bicester to o.25

0.T.U. :‘inmnély vinere they converted to Wellingtons, then to 165k Conver-
sion Unit at Wigsly for Lancester Conversion, On the 18th December, 1942
they were posted No.50 squadron, lMatheison was the only Austrelien in the

Mathieson hes campleted twentynine operational sorties. The first was
2 reid on Berlin on Sunday, Jemary 17th, Then followed raids on Essen
ing the taree big ones that wiped the target out); Dusseldorf,
shaven, St. Nazaire, Lorient, Milen, Spezia, Pilsen,
Nureaburg, Boohus, Dulsburg (2), Wuppertal, He was soreensd in

The crew were only once attacked by enemy fighters - this wes on
the way out to raid Stuttgart, sbout en hour off the terget, Two Ju 88's
attacked the Lencaster from the Port bow, coming in in line astem, "The
first shot holes all over the kite and campletely smashed the bomb aimers
panel" Mathieson said, "A cennon shell went right through the sleeve of
his jacket but didn't even scratch him",

"The skipper dived as the Ju opened fire and he came right across the
top of us about 50 feet above. i i good burst
s he went over! Mathieson was in the astro-dome all # and says
he believes the Ju's were not vectored dnfo their aircr: aft but ceme up-on
it by chance, The second enemy fighter followed straight on the path of
‘the first and just behind and did not open fire at all that time.

"He broke awey and came back later on the starboard bow where he was
silhouetted against the moon", Mathieson said, “iWe crept over close and
the aimer got into the front turret and gave him a long burst - 80
long that I di going to stop firing, He seemed

was annoyed because his bamb penel had been
then end the eme Lencaster broke away in the
ection and nothing further wasseen of the eneny aircraft. . The
mein concentration of fires.

- or lucky - Mathieson said. On
snother occasion over Berlin his bomb penel wes smashed by a large chunk
of flak just as he leant over to Straighten the sight.

ful bamber crews Mathison believes that he owes his
"Crew co-operation is life's blood to bamber
T reckon that if even one man is slack you've 'had it'".
"Good crew discipli \en you Tun into trouble and
nothing else will get you through". He added that he did his last trip
with a green crew which had not yet settled down end could feel the un-
easiness all through the flight. This crew have since become first rate.
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Flying Officer Mathieson was on F0.10 I.7.S, Course ot Bredfield
end 1eft justralie on the 13th Juns, 1941 on the iwetea, e treined in
Conade st %o,3 Fireless Sahool, Wimnipeg and at 5 Desbing end Cumnnery
3chool Def He swrdved in the United Kingdee fn Janusry 1942 end from

to ¥, %}, Sohool 3

sion Unit at ¥igsly for Lencester Conversion,
they were posted 119,50 sgadron. theison wes the enly ‘ustralisn in the
crew,

Mathieson bas completed twentynine operstiomal sarties. The first wes
a reid on Perlin on Sunday, Jemuery 17the Then followed Taids on Hlesen
% ing the #hree big once that wiped the target cut); Dusseldorf,
Stuttgart, vilhelnshaven, St. nasaive, Lorient, Miiam, Speria, Pilsen,
Turesburg, reened in

mandch, Hu » Bocimm, Duisburg (2), Wuppertal, le was sei
June, 1543.

The crew were cnly cnoe attacked by eneny fighters - this wes on
the way cut to raid Stuttgert, cbout sn hour off the terget, Two Ju & 's
attacked the Lencaster from the “crt bow, coming in in line sstem. “The
first shot holes all over the kite and completely smeshed the boub aimers
penel” Nothieson said, "A cannon shell went right through the slecve of
his jecket but didn't even scrateh "o

“The skipper dived as the Ju opensd fire and he cme right scross the
top of us shout 50 feet ebove, The mideupper got in & really good burst
o3 he went over? Mathieson wes in the astro dome all the time and seys
e believes the Ju's were not vectored dpto their sireraft but came wp on
it by ohenoe,  The second eneny fighter followed streight on the path of
the First end just behind end did not open fire st sll that time,

“He broke ewey and came beok later on the starboard bow where he wes
ailhouetted agsinst the moon®, Mathieson sald, "Ve crept over close and
the boub admer got into the front turret snd geve him a long burst ~ =

1 @idn't think he was ever geing to stop firing, Ho seemed
fastened o to the gms, lo vas emoyed because his basb panel. had been
smsshed®, The Ju broke away then end the eme Lencester broke away in the
other direction end nothing further wasseen of the enemy airoraft. ite
‘bomber went on and bambed, ,the mein concentration of fires.

Their boub simer wes very unlucky - or lucky - Mathieson seid, Om
snother cocesion over Derlin his bumb pencl was smoshed by & large chunk
of flsk just os he lesnt over to straighten the sight.

Like 8l successful bamber crews Metibson believes that he owes his
safe pessege o crew wark. ww comoperaticn is life's blood to beuber
nen®, hie sa3d.  °I reckon that 17 even ome men is slack you've 'hed 1%'",
"Good arew discipline cases to the fore when you wum into trouble end

you through®, e sdded that he did his lsst trip
with & green ovew which had not yet settled down and could feel the un-
eosineas all through the flight, This orew have sinoe become first rate.







