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“hus, 407872 F/Sgt. K.W, Peters, D.,F.M, of Ed SeAe = Air Gunner.

>
(G ceasroen

He was awarded the D,F.M, following & raid on Essen on March 13th /P

when he shot down one IE 110 and damaged anothers
The Stirling was about 20 miles off the target, flying at about 13000
feet with a full boib load when the mid upper gumner reported a 110,1000 yards

out on the starboard beam.
"He made three or four feinting attacks first which didn't mean much"

Peters said. "He was well out on the side where I couldn't see him from the rear,

Then he came in looking as if he meant business and the midupper told the skirper
%o turn in to the attack.” "We turned in and dived at the same time to give him

bad deflection shot. Just as were making our diving turn I saw another one dead

astern on our tail about 1000 yards away".

Peters held his fire not expecting the night fighter to open up wntil
he reached 400 yards range. At 600 yards the enemy camnons started blazing and
the first burst put the mid upper turret out of action.

"I told, the skipper to corkscrew starboard and I waited till he came
within range" Peters said, "Then I had my innings. I let loose at 400 yards
and I could see the stuff going right into his nose. I think I hit him with
the initial burst because there was just a faint flicker from his guns - & sort of
convulsive jerk - then no more fire. But he kept on coming in and closed
to between 100 and 150 yards range. I was firing all the time, I had set alight
both his engines and the whole of the aircraft was in flames."

"I think it was just the momentum of tI plane that kept it coming in.
I believe he was dead from my first burst. Anyway 100 yards of it rolled easily
over on its side and fell slowly to about 2000 feet below where it blew ups"
This engagement all took place in sbout 15 As the reer
ort beam, Feters

triking

aircraft exploded the other attacked again coming frox

put in a long burst 400 yards before the

then the fighter dived straight down underneath the Stirling and disappeared from

view,
By this time the bomber was down to 600 feet having lost height through

evasive tactics. The pilot stimggled to gain ? the controls had
been shot away and the aircraft refused to climb.

Then an ack ack battery op up sudden),

at-the crivpled Stirling, )




"We had an ex-policeman fr tle as bomb

was a real hard case, He said he wasn't going to waste

of gaining sufficient height to bomb a heavily defended

announced he was going to bomb this b

e turned round and made a

dead on top of it, One minute there was an

there wasn't. And just to prove

The Stirling gained another thousand feet

pilot brought it home without further trouble.
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was the most en
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He wes originelly on No. 11 ITS Course as a wireless air gumner but
half way through his wireless course at Ballerat it was found he had @ broken
wrist and he was remustered as a straight air gunner. FHe trained at Port Pirie
Weho and left Austrelia on 20.3.42. on the Andes, travelling via Fenema and Halifex
to the UK.

Ee arrived on 7.5.42. and from Bournemouth wes posted to Alr Gunmers School
Castle Kennedy, From there he went to 20 O.T.U. Lossiemouth and from there to
1657 unit. @ 1y 10.1443. he was posted to No. 15 Stirling
squedron et Bourne, crewed up with an all English crew.

F/sgte R ex‘i‘?l d 2D operations, the first sixteen of them with
88!

this erew who were’| it *raid on Cologne while he was in Fospital. The
last four he 414 with & Cesadian pilot and Rk .Fe crew who have since been reported
missing while he was egain in hospital under cbservation for possible lung trouble.

gets he has bombed include Iorient, Feb 7 (his first trip) Berlin (twice)
Essen (twica) Cologne (three times), Hamburg, Wuppertal, Gelsenkirchen, Dusseldorf,
Krefeld, St. Nazaire, Dortmund, Wil Junickh, and

e Creusot.

He was awarded the D.F.M. following a raid on Essen on March 13th,
when he shot down one ME 110 and demaged another

The Stirling was about 20 miles off the targst, flying at about 13000
feet with & full boub losd when the mid upper gunner reported a 110.1000 yards
out on the starboard beem.

*He made three or four feinting attacks first which didn't mean much®
Peters said. “He was well out on the side where I couldn't see him from the reer.
Then he came in looking @s if he meant business and the midupper told the skipper
to turn in to the attack.®  "We turned in and dived at the sams time to give
bhim bed deflection shot.  Just as were making our diving turn I saw enother one
dead astern on our tail ebout 1000 yards away®.

Peters held his fire not expecting the night fighter to open up
until he resched 400 yards range. At 600 yards the enemy cannons sterted blazing
and the first burst put the mid upper turret out of action.

I told the skipper to corkscrew starboard and I weited till he
came within range? Peters seid. *Then I had ny innings. I let loose at 400
yards and I could see the stuff going right into his nose. I think I hit him with
the initial burst because there was just @ faint flicker from his guns - & sort of
convulsive jerk - then mo more fire. But he kept on coming in and closed rTight in
to between 100 and 150 yards rengs. I was firing all the time. ' I had set alight
both his engines and the whole of the aircraft wes in flemes.”

I think it wes just the momentum of the plame that kept it coming
in. T believe he was dead from my first burst.  Anyway 100 yerds of it rolled
easily over on its side and fell slowly to about 2000 feet below where it blew up.*

s engsgement all took place in sbout 15 seconds. As the rear
aireraft exploded the other attacked agein coming from the port beam. Peters
put in & long burst at 400 yards before the ME opened fire. He sew hits striking
then the fighter dived straight down underneath the Stirling and dissppeered frem
view.
By this time the bomber was down to 600 feet having lost height
{hrough evasive tactics. The pilot strugsled to gain height but some of the
controls had been shot svay and the aireraft refused to climb.
Then en ack ack battery opened up suddenly beneath and started
battering at the erippled Stirling.
"We had an ex-
Policenan from Newsastle as bonmb atmers
P!tenge
besa




He was a real hard case. He said he wasn't going to waste his bombs.
We had no hope of geining sufficient height to bomb a heavily defended
target like Essen so he announced he was going to bomb this battery.

We turhed round sud made a proper bombing run end he dropped
his stuff deed on top of it. One minute there wes an A A battory there,
the next minute there wesn't. And just to prove it we brought back a
target photograph.®

The Stirling gained another thousend feet with the ‘bombs gone
and the pilot brought it home without further trouble.

"4s & bombing trip it was a dismel failure, but from my point
of view it was the most entertaining night I've ever had" Peters ik said.
"It wae the standing joke of the squadron for about two months.*

He said that at that time the evew did eight raids in eleven
nichte. His birthdey wes ocelebrated over Hemburg. His pilots birthday
was celebrated the next night over emother target. hen they finally got
a breathing space they celebrated the two birthdays and Peters award in one
hilarious celsbration during which Peters fell down and broke his thumb.

the next trip his crew were lost.

e believes tiat his second crew with the Canadian pilot were
shot down by a fighter and feels that if he had been with them this might
not heve heppened as their tail gunner was on his first cperation.

A11 his trips with this crew he describes as "nightmares®.
They ran into trouble on every turn and on one oceasion were chased by six
enemy fighters, three of which actuslly attacked but were driven off by long
range fire.

Peters said that among Stirling pilots in the RAF there is none
with a better reputation than ¥/0. G Corser, D.F.C« R.A.AJF, of Meryborough .
17 one of F/© Corser's crew was 111 or on leave, he eaid, sparves would fight
o get into the crew where they would normally do anything o eveid flying
with @ strange pilot for one trip.







