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Ar Ministry News Service Adr Ministry Bulletin No. 13136

FLAK QUT-WITTED: U~BOAT DESTROYED

Teking such sharp evasive action that one of his crew was knocked
unconscious, the Captain of a Coastal Command R,A.A.F, Sunderlend outwitted
the gunners of a German U=boat and made two low-level depth charge attecks
on it, destroying the enamny, After the U-boat had blown up, survivors were
seen in the water.

The Sunderland, csptained by 21 years old F/Lt. R.D. Lucas, of Sydney,
wes on enti-submerine patrol several hundred miles west of Ireland when the
gumer spotted the weke and comning tower of a U=boat on the surface,

Although the flying-boat attempted to make use of partisl cloud cover, the
eneny sighted it end opened fire with all guns at 3,000 yards range.

"The flak sppeared as a contimious stream from six cannons interspersed
with machine gun tracer," said F/Lt. Lucas, "Instead of aiming at us, the
eneny put up & box barrage through which we would have to pess to make an attack,

"I made as though to elimb sbove the barrage and then, whenthe U-boat lifted
it, I promptly dived under, It was violent evasive action all right and it
up some of the crew —- my navigator was thrown around so violently he was
fout =~ but it was effective."

At 1,000 yerds renge, the Sunderland's front gunner, F/Sgt. G.H. SDMMONDS,
of Grimsby, Lines., returned the enemy fire with imediate and terrific effect.
At 400 yerds, the Usbost attempted avoiding action with a sharp turn to port
end at 200 yards the enemy's fire was silenced.

"We swept over at 50 feet," said F/Lt. Lucas, "and es my bomb firing switch
went unservicesble, the depth charges were released by the first pilot,

T/C. R.H, PRENTICE, of Sydney, who took his time from me, This stick fell
slightly short, but as we flew over we could see the effect of the front gunner's
shooting, On and around the conning tower there were ten bodies nd no sign

of 1life at all.

"The U-boat, however, eppeared undamaged, and we promptly circled for a
second attack, This time, the depth charges exploded o each side, slightly
sbeft of the comning tower,

"We were circling once agein to teke pictures when a mimuite after the attack,
an explosion was seen in the U-boat, which simply disintegrated, leaving a

large patch of oil on the surface and a litter of wreckage, debris and bodies, both
slive and dead,

As it had been the navigator who was preparing to photogreph the attack before
he was knocked unconscious by the evasive action, mo photographs were taken,

Although the Sunderland belonged to an R,A,A.F. Squadron of the Command, the
erew comprised Englishmen and a Canadian as well as Australians,

Before the wer, the Captain was in a Sydney real estate office, the first
pilot worked in a benk, the front gunner was & dence band musicisn, and the
navigator, ¥/Sgt. C,D, BREMNER, of Burwood, Victoria, was en insurance cleri end
is generally regarded as a good "probable" for Australia's post war Test Match
eleven as wicket-keeper.
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N _CLERKS HELP “EILL" U-BOAT

¢ were included in the arew of a Coastal Coumand

ntly sank a U-boat in the Atlantic after evading

a formidable box barrage of flak f

nderlend, Flight Lieutensnt RoDe Lucss, was
a clerk in & Syiney real estate office and the first pilot, Flying Of
«Hy Frentice, worked in aSydney bank. They travelled together to
for training under the impire scheme, Although originally posted to
squadrons they csme togeth 2in when they crossed the Atlant:
The navigator, Flight Sergeant G.D. Eresmer of ielbourne, was
insurance clerk, and his companion in the galley helping to take photograph

of the "kill" during the Sunderland's violent evasive action was Flying Officer
H.De Roberts, air gummer, who was a coeting elerk in Adelaide before emlisting.
ight Sergeant ¥.J. Darcey of lLeaderviile, Western Australia, was

a clerk with a firm machinery merchants and ¥light Sergeant

unnett was in Fermtree Gully, Victoria,
The Canadien member of the erew, Sergeant Brannen of Wood's Harbour,
ova Scotia, is another bank clerks
The front-gunner, who silenced the U-boat's g by accurate apd
well-timed fire during the run-in, killing or woundi n on eneuy's
sonning tower pletform, was & saxophi: in a dance band in pee ie wag
Flight Sergeant G.
Thrown violently
dremer, & well known Australian ericketer, was knocked unconscious
4 photographing piret attack on a U-boat which
"is soon as ection stations sounded,” he said, "I
take photographs of the attack with & hand o n air gunner, Flying

Officer Roberts, w galley cooking a threw it overboard
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