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WITH THE A ALIAW FORCES IN BRITAIN
-A.A.F. PE
Cen

"The Road to Gundagai

. _announcement
€0 Cundagai®

"enhné you their
I attended just before
AL, F:ghfar Sguadron

Station Commander, Squadron Leader Cyril Gadney, one of
us Rugby football referees; the only non-

mpany, proposed the toast of the
i der Gadney said -

GADNEY Well now, you haven't b th us
but from the very moment y v ave pu
e ‘]nb, as you lmow
to ad mmur }v»u, to see that you can get
d do your stuff, but that job has been
T qnnrllv c"m'v for us bj the grand way, in which
¢ Wi ;i aven't been here a great
come to like you
here I noticed in the
articularly probabl;
dered probably wha
tice now that most of
ternoon! to you
,ou ve made friends very

the Station and
3 : has been very
definitely i y your p hopé. that you'll
help us to . 0 [‘up which we are playing
for, :

You're a grand Squcdro ing up a damned
fine show both in e g 1 the ground, and we're
extraor rily

raordinarily long y away, but

t Australia, at your hcrﬂe -

ou're in good hands and we're giving you
we possibly can this Christmas.

J.R. Ratten, who comes fro bart,
command UL the squadron. He replied to
king the Station Commander, said -
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coming up, and at one stage a Jerry aircraft crashed into

the water about a rter-of-a-mile from me, A little

later on I saw a 1 t on the water which I knew must be a
Jerry pilot and I didn't want any company so I sneaked away
from him, and I kept paddling towards the light and as I got
to the light I thought I'd made it and I gradually found
myself drifting away and realised that I'd been swept round
the light and was paddling up current, Well, I paddled
pretty hard and it kept me warm and then I got a bit browned-
off and I stopped paddling, d I got very cold! (LAUGHTER)
So I started paddling again and did plenty of exercisej

I didn't stop paddling all night, Eventually about six
o'clock in the morning with my experience of missing the other
light I got a bit canny and I happened to make the light and
got aboard.

And what did you do when you got on top of this buoy? (Laughter)

Well, I started jumping up and down and I got very tired of
that. Then I started doing the Charleston and I 'Charlesconed'
for about an hour and then I climbed up onto the light, a
precarious thing and it was fairly high and a bit rough, and
held myself over to the light hoping that someone would see the
light wasn't working. It was very dangerous and most un-

comfortable and I got very cold so I climbed down again and

'Charlestoned! again until daylight Then I hung everything
that I could find on the buoy, including bits of my dinghy
which I ripped up and tied up on it, and decorated the thing a
bit, and about eight o'cl I was very glad to see a rescue
launch coming out to get

After that we drank the st to the folks at home, proposed
by Flight Lieutenant Kelvin Barclay from Peterborough, South
Australia. I haven't got time to give you all his story but

one -thing he said was -

I know that all of us are thinking particularly of our homes
and our families, they don't seem to be so very far away
really, because with Christmas we remember how all of us make
a very great effort to get together at Christmas.

Flight Lieutenant Henry Sharp, from Sydney, the Squadron
Medical Officer, replied to this and after talking about
the changed conditions back in Australia, from which he's
recently arrived, gave this assurance to you folk at home.

I can think that I c say that everyone here is in the very
best of health £ 1t we're warmly clad and adequately
housed and that 11 getting as much good and nourishing
food as we ) bly eat.

The Squadron has a fine singer in Pilot Officer Tom Swift
from Camberwell, Victoria, and I'll have to end this broad-
cats with ithe song "It's worth fighting for",

TAKE IN SONG BY P/O SWIFT DISC.9
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PL. 143 14 May 1948

ReholoF, Spitfire Squadron now flies behind R.A.
Leader(.) Aus. 40 idng i J B &

Kingeston Beach Tasmanis ralian B.A.7.8, pilot
¥ond home Dased Lighier d

THE AuS
ghter wing(.) Relinguished comman
Australian Squadron to Aus, 407662 Squadron Leader K.i.
Barclay of Peterborough south Ausiralia former flight
commander(, ) Operating non stop in Fighter Command offensive
sguadron carried oui many sweeps en territory well as
patrols during April{.) Boubers snd fighter bambere including

whirlibombers and Somphoons escorted in attacks alrfields
docks transports(.) Latest operation as cover daylight
forces raiding Boulogne Hey 13(.) Other R,A.A.F. pilots now
holding important commands Unites Kingdom are Aus.ldy

Group Captain J, Alexander of Redeliffe (ueensiand cormanding
Plying boat baze Aus. 1382 ¥ing Comnmander G. Hardnell commanding
permanent Sunderlend Squadron Aus.l7l Wing Commander D.L.G.
Douglas D,F.C, of Sydney cammanding E.A. » sunderland sguadron
Ause. 402059 wing Cammsnder C Hartin D.F.0, of Cessilis
comnanding on R.A«h.T. Lancaster squadron Aus. 406856 Wing
Commander R. Holmes of Carnarvon West Australia commanding
ReAlA.F,. Hampden Squadren Ause. 400102 wing Commander R.Nomman
of Mildure comanding K.A.F, Conversion unit

(W,B.TART)
dron Leader, for
Air Viece Marshal
AIR OFFICER CUMIAN
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