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sharing en eerodrame with several other squadrons, end living es s self-
conteined unit under canveas. Our camp site is on the side of & hill overlooking
& fine bathing beach - it looks very like @ holidey cemp at home - at lorne or
alm Beaoh, except for the lack of trees, there are no tyees here at all.
Everybody - without exeeption - spends his spere time -n the beach.
The water is exceptionclly eleer, end often quite cold. DPathing is good and
mede o regulation length swimming pool = thirty three end a third metres -

we did 1% by eutting in balf the fuselage of a oreshed Me.323, & six-engined
tremsport. ‘There's a ewimming cernivel every Sundey efternoon. I
« we're very fortunate in being sble to heve socue orgsnised sport while we're
on operetions. So often this isa't -ssible becsuse of locality end the nature
of the operations

s on which the unit is engaged, and often the boys do nothing
but work snd sleep. Recreation plays & very important pert in keeping up
bhealth and morale in @ squadron.

Several of the ls have hired boste from the loeal fishermen end it's

@ conmon sight to see four or five of them recing esch other out to the Foint
at the end of the Bsy and baek. They're very old, very nem-deseript boats,

about 14 feet lou with @ mainsail end a jib only.

Dur camp is sited just neer a little fishing port. The locel
inhebitents are earrying on much as they did before the var ~ fishing and fi

they heve always been more or less self-supportingi

and they seem to us
exceptionally primitive. We had ptaet with them except to berter for
fish, vegetables and fresh fruit. fThese could be resdily obteined for e féw
eigerettes, or biscuits, which the native preferred to secept rether than money.
Todays he finds money berd to spend, and weleomes the opportunity of getting
cigarettes and biscuits which otherwise would be quite unobtainable.
Some unite of the Italian Army are still sbout. They don’t seem
to haw any militery duties and some of them sre only 0o willing to come end
work in our messes for their food and a few eigarettes. We find them quite

efficient and exceptionally willing workere.

About sixty per cent of this squadron - ground crewe - are
Austrelians. Then there are three C: ens, two New Zealsnders, snd a South
Africen - the rest are from Britein. Many of the Australiens, perticulerly

the gro.nd erews, bave been oversess for three years or louger. Alr crews




finish their tours and ere trensferred to other duties; but the ground erews,
in the medn, sre the sems chsps who joined the equedron when it was formed. To
these men must go & considersble amount of the eredit for the zood meme the
squadron hes, for they hsve been responsible for & high percentage of

serviceability - of serviceability meinteined under the most trying eonditions.

Idving eonditions, eve good, but maintainence conditions eertainly ere not. If
14's windy et 811, such olouds of dust blow up from the Aerodrames that vieibility
is literelly only a few yards. To serviee an sirereft under these conditions is
no meen feat but the ground erews heve slways menaged to keep ou# eircreft in &
first-class stete.

I seid, I left this squadron about & month ago when everything wes
very quietes.we were seeing no U-boats end very 1ittle ememy shippinge but now
1 suppose thet botk the air erews and the grovnd erews sre extremely busy.
be doing their 0ld femilisr job of protecting our eonvoys, and ihese comvoys are

golng in to the besches of the Rivieras

TR ¥ EMENT fhat talk was by ¥ing Commander J. Dowling of
Melbourne. 7The second spesker is Flight lieutemant Pdii. Strong of Sydney.

Fe is with a Rocket Typhoon squedron besed in Normendy.

Zo §G: 1Like moet of the unite in Frence we found ocurselves one of
those small orcherds snd pitched our wigwams and dug out boles. Ve alweye
endsevour to find & spot as for as possible from the lending strip with ite day
long eloud of dust and eeaseless din of engines resring frem well before dewn
to well after duske

Our tents are pitched in mo perticuler order under the trees, each
with its separate gaggle of wesh basins, water buckets, fire places and assorted
tins. 814t trenches were essentis] in the carlier stages but now, they're more
useful ss defence positions against sttaek by epple-throwing Typhoen pilots.
These apple w e almost every evening = it's no trouble to start one
at all.

In the middle of our litt3e camp we errected a ehicken run from odd

pleces of rumway trecking. The occupants until & short time ego - were mostly

dueks. They mede & welcome chenge from i stew. The bens we had were

mostly clapped out cceklers who did nothing but eit in the improvised laying




houses making hopeful noises - often with a few leds looking at them even
more hopefully. However, we've hed one or two smell hen fruits to liven our
tinned breakfusts. Wecollected both dueks and hems from en ex-Geruen strong=
point near Ceen.

ur fermyerd is completed by cows a @ geese belomging to our farmer
and some ex~Germen cavalry horses we sequired.

After sunset when flying has cessed the chaps wender back to their
billets end gather in groups to discuse the dey's work with the usual complement
of French children banging eround in their unending request for bon-bome end
olgsrette for lon Tere. Fowever, they come in very useful when clothes meed
washing and egge ere short. I think the first French phrese that everyone
learns is “Avez-vous un oeuf? S.V.P. "Hove you en egg? The final wind up
of the dey is usually over the old boiling billy.

We give the lads an ocoasionsl dey off - their mein interest still
seems to be & visit to the forwerd eres, end they thumb their wey down the
rosds in quest of the ineviteble Germen luge pistol, binosulsrs, sub-machine
gune or snything else they wen beg, borrow or buy.

1y particuler interest is in soquiring Germen horses. I have one
rather fine stallion which we've mamed "Bandit® end in the course of these

searches I've gathered together quite a large personsl ermoury of pistols end

machine guns. There's pleaty of 0 about these i the cheps
often return with tales of mortar firing end shells bursting around them - it's
not surprising in this repidly moving end flexidble warfere.

Around the camp we've alresdy got several amenitiecs - portable

sbowers, o cineme we've nemed the ODEON - shows twice a week, the entrance fee

being nil (the only eatek ie we don't have much time to go). For e lsss we

have & rether fine old Fyenck chatesu - with tepestry covered wells, broken
windows and no furniture. Then in the grounds theve's a leke and a founteins
We have, of course, installed our own Ber - beer for which ie not perticulerly
plentiful but s oceasionelly boosted by our own Typhoon drey which is often
flown seross from Englend fitted with two long-range full tanks of beer. So
far we've seen nothing of French wine.

The boyo are happy and contented over here considering the conditions.
I think it meinly due to the faet thet they work bard snd long on & job they know
is giving the ground forces so mieh help on the road to Berlin.

QLOSING ANNOUNGEMENT: That wes & short telk by Flight Lieutemant P.H. Strong
of the Rei«AJF. = member of a Rocket Typhoon Squedren.
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SION : Pacific Service, Tuesday August 29th, 1944, 0515-0530 Gl

OUNCEMENT : This is London celling in the Pacific Service,

"WITH THE AUSTRALIANS IN BRITAIN". The story of the invesion of Rurcpe emphasises
the party played by the men of the Allied Air Force. Today we have two speakers,
vho are going to tell you how some of the Australian aimen teking part in these
operations live. Both speakers belong to the Royal Australisn Air Force and

both are stationed outside Bngland, The first is Wing Commender J. Dowling of
elbourne,  Until recently he was in charge of an R,A.A.F. squadron based in the
Mediterraneen. He begins by giving a general picture of the Work of his squadron.

Wing Comander Dowling:

W/C. DOWLING  Since the fall of Sicily the protection of Allied comvoys in the
Mediterraneen theatre has been one of the many function of the Mediterrenesn Allied
Coastal Air Force, Mine was one of the squadrons which foms this Air Force -

an R.AA.F. squadron, based in North Africa, flying Wellingtons. It wes the

responsibility of this squedron to see that Allied shipping passing through its

area was umolested by U-boats, Headquerters would issue instructions that a
convoy would be passing through our area at a certain time, and during the passage
of that convoy aircraft of the squadron stayed with it, day and night, irrespective
of the weather, We used to see aircraft on the decks of some of these ships, end
tenks, lorries, and crates conteining all memner of supplies., The most interesting
convoys to escort were troop comvoys, With the naval escort's permission we could

someties fly low encugh to get a wave from the men on deck,




¢ These convoys, both British and Americen, were going to Italy - some of
the supplies they cerried were for use in the Itelien campaign and others - though
we didn't know it then - were intended for the invasion of the Southof France,
Eerly in June we were transferred to another base end since them, of course, all
our work hes hed a direct bearing on this invesion, Our primary role was still

the same - the protection of Allied shipping from attack by U-boats whenever

detected Within our area, But in addition we now undertock attacks against the
little enemy shipping which crept along the French coast and the Gulf of Genoa -
always by night. There were barges and smell coastsl vessels, escorted by
destroyers and E-boats,  Although these patrols were a nightly effort, there were
meny occasions when no enemy shipping was seen, and the crews dropped their bombs
on alternative land targets which usually consisted of a reilway-yard, or an oil

storage depot. So one way or another, cur nightly trips were bound to be a

nuisance to the enemy.

By this time U-boat warfare in the lMediterranesn had definitely slackened
off, The Germans hed lost a number of U-boats here in the early part of the year
through the combined action of the Nevy and the Coastal Air Forces, who had put out
a very determined effort to remove this ever-present menace to our troop-ships and
convoys, The effort was successful - no further submerines had been sighted by
the squadron up to the time I left sbout a month ago.

Occasionally, we were called out for air-sea rescue operations. On these
Jobs we flew at a very low altitude so that we'd be able to see a men in his Mae West

in the water...and that's a very small thing to locate,..or the dinghy from the

crashed aircraft, Once we'd located the crew to be rescued, We remained with them
end directed the airesea rescue launch to their position,

The aerodromesthat welre using now were built by the Itelians and had been
used by the Germens prior to our occupation, The pemmsnent buildings were in the
usual ornate and elsborate Italien fashion - parquet floors, marble staircases,
and every possible lumry in the way of hot and cold water, cocktaid cabinets,
panelljd cupboats, end so on, For an operational aerodrome, built in wartime, such
lumirious secommodation seemed very out-of-place, We're sharing an aerodrome with
seversl other squadrons, and living as a self-contained unit under canvas,  Our
camp site is on the side of a hill overlooking a fine bathing beach - it looks very
like a holiday camp at home - at Lorne or Palm Beach, except for the lack of trees;

there are no trees here at all,
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Bverybody - without emception - spends his spare time on the beach.
The Water is exoeptionally clear,and often quite cold, DBathing is good and
we've made a regulation length swimming pool - thirty three and a third metres -
we did it by cutting in helf the fuselage of a crashed Me.323, & six-engined
German transport, There's a swimming carnivsl eery Sunday afternoon, I think
we're very fortunate in being eble to have some organised sport while we're on
operations, So often this isn't possible because of locality and the nature
of the operations on which the unit is engaged, and often the boys do nothing
but work and sleep. Recreation plays a very importent part in keeping mp
health end morsle in a squadron,

Several of the lads have hired boats from the local fishermen end
it's a comon sight to see four or five of them racing each other out to the
Point at the end of the Bay and back. They're very old, very non-descript bosts,
about 1k feet long, with a meinsail and a jib only.

Our camp is sited just near a little fishing port. The local
inhebitants are carrying on mich es they did before the war - fishing and farming
they have always been more or less self-supporting; and they seem to us to be
exceytionally primitive, Ve had no contect with them except to barter for fish,
vegetables and fresh fruit, These could be readily obtained for a few

cigarettes, or biscuits, which the native preferred to accept rather than money.

Today, he finds money herd to spend, and welcomes the opportunity of getting

cigarettes and biscuits which otherwise would be quite uncbtainable,

Some units of the Italian sxmy are still sbout, They don't seem to
heve any military duties and some of them are only too willing to come and
work in our messes for their good snd a few cigerettes, We find them quite
efficient and exceptionally willing workers.

Lbout sixty per cent of this squadron - air and ground crews - are
hustralians, Then there are three Cenadians, two New Zealenders, and a
South Africen - the rest are from Britain, Meny of the Australiens, particularly
the ground crews, have been oversess for three years or longer, Air crews
finish their tours and are trensferred to other duties; but the ground crews, in
the main, are the same chaps who joined the squadron vwhen it was fomed, To
these men must go a considersble amount of the credit for the good name the
squadron has, for they have been responsible for a high percentage of

serviceability - of serviceability maintained under the most trying conditions.
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Living conditions are good, but maintenance conditions certainly are not. If
i¥.s windy at all, such clouds of dust blow up from the serodromes that
visibility is literally only e few yards, To service an aircraft under these
conditions is no mean feat but the ground crews have always menaged to keep our

aircraft in a first cless state,

As T seid, I left this squadron about a month ego when everything wes
very quiet...we were seeing no U-boats and very little enemy shipping, but now
I suppose that both the air crews and the ground crews ere extremely busy.
They'11 be doing their old femiliar job of protecting our comvoys, and these
convoys ere going in to the beaches of the Riviera.

This talk was by Wing Commender J. Dowling of

Melbourne, The second spesker is Flight Lieutenent P.H. Strong of Sydney.

He is with a Rocket Typhoon squadron based in Normandy.

F/LT, STRONG : Like most of the units in France we found ourselves ome of
those small orchards and pitched our wigwams end Gug out holes. Ve always
endeavour to find a spot as far as possible from the lending strip with its
dey long cloud of dust and cesseless din of engines roaring from well before
dawn to well after dusk,

Our tents are pitched in no particular order wndér the trees, each with
its separate gaggle of wash basins, water buckets, fire places and assorted tins.
S1it trenches were essential in the earlier stages but now, they're more
useful as defence positions against attack by spple-throwing Typhoon pilots.
These spple.wars flare up slmost every evening - it's no trouble to start one
at all,

In the middle of our little camp We erected a chicken run from odd

of runway tracking. The occupants until a short time ago - were mostly
ducks, They made & welcame change from tinned stew, The hens we had were
mostly clapped out cacklets who did nothing but sit in the improvised leying
houses making hopeful noises - often with a few lads looking at them even more
hopefully, However, we've had one ar two small hen fruits to liven our tinned
breakfasts, We collected both ducks and hens from en ex-Gemman strong-point near
Caen,

Our farmyard is eompleted by cows and geese belonging to our farmer and

some ex-Germen cavalry horses we acquireds




L
@  After sunset when flying has ceased the chaps wonder back to their
billets and gather in groups to discuss the day's work with the usuel complement
of French children hanging around in their unending request for bon-bons and
cigarette for lion Pere, However, they come in very useful when clothes need
washing and eggs ere short. I think the first French phrese that everyone
leerns is "Avez-vous un oeuf?" S.V.P. "Have you an egg?". The final wind up
of the day is usually over the old boiling billy.

We give the lads en occasional day off - their main interest still seems
0 be a visit to the forward area, and they thumb their way down the roads in
quest of the inevitsble Germen luga pistol, binoculars, sub-mechine guns or
enything else they can beg, borrow or buy.

My particular interest is in acquiring Gemen horses. I have one rather
fine stallion which we've nemed "Bandit" and in the course of these searches
I've gathered together quite a large personsl armoury of pistols and machine guns.
There's plenty of exvitement about these excursions; the chaps often return
with teles of mortar firing and shells bursting around them - it's not surprising
in this repidly moving and flexible warfare,

Around the cemp we've already got several amenities - porteble showers, a

cinema we've named the CDEON - shows twice a week, the entrace fee being nil (the

only catch is we don't have much time to go.) For a Mess we have a rather fine

old French chatesu - with tapestry covered walls, broken windows and not furniture,
Then in the grounds there's a leke end a fountain, We have, of course, installed
our own Bar - beer for which is not particularly plentiful but is occasionally
poosted by our own Typhoon drey which is often flowsn across from Englend fitted
with two long-renge tanks full of beer, So far we've seen nothing of French wine,
The boys are happy and contented over here considering the conditions,

I think it meinly due to the fact that they work hard and long on a job they know
is giving the ground forces so much help on the road to Berlin,

That was & short telk by Flight Lieutenant P.H. Strong of

the R.A.A.F, - member of a Rocket Typhoon Squadron.
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'S BAPFRIENCES amm-

onn in enemy territory and reseued by commandoes, sniped

at while he slept in a trench from had removed ead German, strafed

end dombed by shelled by long-ra: these are flashes

from the experiences kustralisn rocket Typhoon tenk-buster pilot, Flight

g1 Sydney.

Lieutenant P.H.5%

their deva

strong po

s rocket Typho

s up on anyth

village strong pointa

le eome back frc

level over their heads --~ and get a terrific reseption.

ground ‘to see ue.

o thelending

Tt makesus feel that we are reall
& point-blenk broadside fro

Strong deseribes the fire power of rocket Typhoons.

and each is iqual to & 6-inch she bsive power. Two

pieces.




Strong was shot down on D-Dey plus

40 m.m. Bofors ack-ack battery demeged the engine and fuselsge

the wings were badly holed, but the WM Typhoon still flew. Strong knocked

tenk in his first attsek. Apert from ébnormal instruments readings, his sireraft

right, so he went in to atteck ain,
" was in the dive ekeabewd—d606—feed vhon the er

epmpletely,"he said. "I yenked herd awey endheaded for the bee

. and, heving jettisoned the hood, erash-landed i

I was lucky --~ T picked about the

smothered in &

Allied + but wes stopped by barbed wire fences with big notice

words "Meinen®., He tu; back, trying to find a wey out, when o

in ajeep to get him. wen$ back with them to their advence
end destroyed averything of value in his aireraft.

Unable .to get b

treneh, from which he first removed a dead Germen, "There were anip:

he said, "and we were bombed end strafed.”
His squagron hadbeen installd in For
gan to shell their mirfield with long-renge guns.

noed elaohers.
bed, so the squedron wemdmbeede-insiont, but Strong remained, in charge of half a

the enemy 1

dozen pilots end all the ground crew. His party orgenised disy

the sleeping and offise tents, and dug slit trenches around the They also

visited the front line, where they saw Tiger tanks w ich hed been knocked out by

Mistaking the EMMMMGIMGAE dust-covered blue for field grey, the

rockst Typhoons.




The first great Typhoon suceess ageinst enemy

which he took part was two days before the Mortain battle. Typho

30 ¥ 40 Germen tenks, and "plastered hell out of them," St:

om completely by surpriss, he added, “end when I

flew past the leading tenk the Germen eommander was still stending in his turret,

with his head sticking

The tenks answered the attack with intense light and

ack-aek but, due to the poor light ani the surprise of the at

lost.

The squedron claimed six denks destroyed.

Two deys m later, when the Germens counter-attacked against th
Americans at Mortain, the Typhoons had their greatest day.

"All aveilable Typhoons were e¢alledinto
“What followed must have been the strengest fight ever se:

fighting rather then air-to-ground. Usually, when we atteck ground forees

@ definite bomb line, and attack angthing beyond it, but nothing within it --- or

else e specified target. This dey it was an 'open slather'. American tanks

milling eround, with German tanks well iuside our bomb lins. e had to fly dof

the ground to identify before attadk

AR TITWITTESTer,




4.
"The sky above the batile was seething with Typhoons.

impossible to keep the squgdron togsther, and after a while we gave it up,
operated in peirs. Thunderbolts above were dropping bombs dongside us as we went

in, and Me.s were streaking out of the elouds, trying to 'jump’ us. Everyone was

shooting at everything. We stayedover the battle area will we had used &l our
rockets, then streeked back, loesded up end returned. The battle went on from

midemoraing till late afternoon. It was @ complete shambles --- but we won.®
Strong's squedron did about 60 sorties that dgy. The g

orews worked magnificently, he said. "They are very keen when they know we are
hending it out. VWhat they can't stiek is having mothing to do. They dont mind

@y emount of work.

squedron ol elmedlé tenks that dey.

leo
Strong has flown hours in 70 sorties.

Twenty of these were on bomb-cerrying Typhoons, 50 on the rogket f

he joined the squadron they Typhoons were operating mainly on long-range fighter

deep into ememy territory. They also earriedout several attacks on fl

bomb sites.

The best sortie Strong did at that time was

possibly the longest ever dome by Typhoons --- deep into Franse, south of Tours

and back, Serwisdout-by-a-formabion—of TyphooneSiying at '0' feet. As they swept

through they attacked everything that came in their path with cemnon, shooting ug

trucks, treins, and lanling grounds, end watching for possible enemy aireraft above,
[ Another very long sweep was into Belgium, Hollanmi and south through France, &ttacking

roed am reil targets en route. The Typhoons were rarely intercepted by enemy eir-
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sraft, which kept well away, but they encountersd considerable light flak,

Strong took part in bombing attecks on landing grounds at

St, Omer, Bernay, Beaumont-le-Roger, and Tricqueville.
Hhase iy Cle
i‘i-}vts—ha&y

fo e putct e
“Semsation When ke rockets wese fired, he said,

"You hear a bit of a 'whang' as they shoot off the rails," he added. *We pull out

before we see them hit, and sweep round in time to wateh where they burst.

On low-

angle attacks we roll right over and look down to see the effects.




Shot down in enem itory and reseued by commandoes,

3lit trench frc oved a dead Germen,

bed by enemy aircra’t, shelled by long-range gu

f en Australian rocket hoon .

have become heroes
"The army
the wo

g Minnie®) roeket mortars, anti-airer seentre

e have often

level over their heed nd get a terrific

# to thelmding ground

int~blen}

3trong deseribes the fire power of roc.

and each is iqual to & 6~inch shell in e o

strafed
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plus 1. Two direct hits by a

40 m.m. Bofors ack-ack battery demaged the engine and fuselege of his sireraft, and

the wings were badly holed, but the M Typhoon still flew. Strong knocked out one

tank in his first atteck. Apart from ébnormal instruments readings, his aireraft

still seemed all right, so he went in to stteck egain.

o/
"1 was in e dive atmsimmhens=sewy yhen the engine packed up

17, *he said.

M‘/ﬂles, and, having jettisonsd the hood, crash-

T was lucky =-- I picked about the only field not mined."

Stog

Smothered in dirt and dust, but unharmed, I3 Fan towards the

Aliied res, but was stopped by barbed wire fences with big motices bee

He turned back, trying to find a way out, when commsndoes came out

words “Meinen’,

afjeep to get him. He went back with them to their sdvamce t returned later

end destroyed everything of value in his eireraft.
Unable to get back to his squadron, Strong slept in &
*There were mnipers ev

trench, from which he first removed a dead German.

he seid, "anl we were bombed and strafed

n to shell their airfield with long-range gun

noved eleesShere
bed, 50 the Squadron weméebesk—be—smsiemg, but Strong remained, in charge of

onemy bege

dozen pilots end ell the ground crev

the sleeping and office tents, end dug slit trenches

visited the front line, whore they sew Tiger tenks wh ich hed been knocked out

rockst Typhoons. Misteking the GMAMABIMMMAE dust-covered blue for field grey, the
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eraft, which kept well awey, but they encountered considersble 1

Strong ook part in bombing attacks on lending grounds

Omer, Bernay, Beaumont-le-Roger, amd Triequeville. >
S A X 5
Haye » Lell £ U
Pilots-hedng/semsation/when the rockets were fired, k
Sthong Saol.

rails," Re-edded. "We

"You hear a bit of a 'whang' as they shoot off the

before we see them hit, snd sweep round in time to watch where th

angle attacks we roll right over and look down to see the effe




gtrong, of Sydney,

+T+5, Course at Somers end treined in sustralia

errandra and in Canada at Dunneville. e left Australia for

ie arrived in the United Kingdom

and
da on 22 June, 42 on the 'Tesker H. Hliss.'
on Ui.l.43. end from Bournemouth went to A,F,U, Wresham, then to 0, ield,

then to 182 Squadron based at that time at New Romney, He arrived at the squadron

in October, 43 and has been with them ever since.

strong hes flown eighty to ninety oporationsl hours camprising seventy
sorties. Twenty of these were on boub oarrying Typhoons, £ifty on the rocket
firing type.  VWhen Strong joined the squadron the Typhoons were mainly operating
on dive bombing attacks on oneny dromes and river craft end Channel shipping, end
on longe renge fighter sweeps deep into enemy territory. They also carried out
several attecks on flying bomb sites. The best sortie he did at this time wes
2 long range sweep - possibly the longest ever done by Typhoons - deep into France,
south of Tours and back, cerrici out by a fomation of Typhoons flying at 'o' feet.
s they swept through they attacked everything that came in their path with cannon,
shooting up trucks, trains, and dromes, and watohing for possible enemy aireraf
ebove.  The Typhoons, he seid, usually went in low and ceme out ab high level
locking down ready to dive on sny enemy aircraft around,  Another very long sweep

he flew was into Belgium, Holland, and south through France, attecking all and

every road end rail target en route. The Typhoons were rarely intercepted by

eneny sircyeft which kept well a They encountered considersble light flek
defences on some tergets, however, and freqently ceme back holed.
ith bombs on boerd Strong attacked the aerodromes at St. Omer,

ernay, Bemmont-le-foger, and Tricqueville. The Typhoons usually dived to these
ten to twelve thousan to four thousand feet.

Around November - December this yesr the squadron converted 7/

Typhoons.  This unit and 181, the sister squadron, were the first to be equipped

with this wespon, 151 Squadron used them in action for the first time in en
atteck on the power station at Caen - a disastrous occasion for the Typhoons for
757 of the force were lost.  Strong believes that inexperience in how to avoid

flying debris couplFed with flak csused these losses, 3ince that day the pilots

have learnt a lot and skilled tectics have reduced the losses, but even so, since




D-Dey the Typhoon casualties have been fairly heavy,  S¢romg ook part in
his first rocket attack in December on e flying beub site.

The Typhoons f1y right down to the deck to fire their rockets pulling
out at varying ranges in accordance with the angle of approssh.  To attack
tonks they come in on a fairly shallow engle and pull out low letting off their
rockets at about 800 to 1000 yards,  Abtesicding a strong point coming in on a
dive they fire their rockets at enything from four thousend feet, They pull out
at avound 2000 feet,  Although in the main pert they have leamnt to avedd the
debris strong sald meny times the pilots came back to find their sirorafts tadl
units torn by rocket splinters. They have 20 sensation at all when the rockets
fire he sald,  "You can heer & bit of & 'whang’ as they shoot off the rails® he
said, "thats all.” “We have to pull out before we sce then hit and sweep
round in time to watch vhere they burst, On & low angle attack we redl right
over cnd look down to see the effects,

"he h?onz cen fire a minimm of two rockets at a tine. They carry
ww, 4 (0
eimy&b_m £ & adx noh shel) in explosive power. 250 reckete sccurately

fired will blow a tank to pieces. Pight would completely disintegrate it. He
describes the effect of eight rockets fired together as "like a point blank brosdside
from a six inch gun cruiser,® The noise from the ground is tremendous end the
appearence of the rocket terrifying to the enemy,

When D' Day ceme 182 Squadron were based at Hurn in the south.
They went into ection at H. hour against gun positions slightly back fyom the
beaches overlooking Port-en-Dessin, Twentyfour Typhoons carried out this attedk,
Strong was one of the eight from his squadvon, “There was so much dust and dirt
fire from the naval shells and from the aeriel bombardment that it was almost
impossible to assess results” he said. "But we met very little retwn fire and I
think the defences must have been saturated.” The whole beach area he said wes
completely cbscured by battle haze, but outside the pilots could see the streams of
boats going in and coming cut. Twelve hours later they mede their second D-Day
atteck - an armed reconnaissance south of Bayeux. By this time there was pleaty of
enemy activity on the road and the Typhoons destroyed a rumber of tenks and

ermoured cars,
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On D-Day plus 1. Strong was shot down, He was out on his second
sortie of the day on srmed reconnaissence over the battle ares, & ng was
lesding a flight on this occasion. The squadron was oircling over the bettle
erea trying to locate enemy tenks emong conceiling trees when he was hit by a
burst of 40 m.m, Bofors ack,ack, His airoraft was damaged by two direot hits
viich struck the engine and the fuselage and wings were holed, "I felt the two

bangs then the thing seened full of holes sll over the wings and fuselage it

she was still flying so when I loosted some tanks I led the boys in to atiaek® he
said, *trong knocked out one tank in this first attack then s his airovaft
8till eppeered to be all right, apart from ebnomel instrument readings, he went
in again to atteck a second tank, "I was Just in the dive at sbout 1000 feet
when the engine packed up completely” he said.

I yenked hard swey and headed for the beaches in a glide. She
glided quite a long way - from about five to eight miles - and I finally jettisoned
the hood end cresh lended in & field., I was Iucky beceuse I picked about the
only field sround not mined,"

Strong put down in a corn field and climbed cut of his siroraft
suothered in dirt and dust but unharmed. He jumped out end ren in the direction
of our lines, “Almost immediately I was pulled up by barbed wire fences with
big notices with "meinen" on them in prominent letters and turned beck,* he said.

I wax wandering round trying to find & wey out when Some commandoes came out to
geot me in a jeep".  The commandoes, he Baid had seen his sdrereft cresh end hed
at once set out into "no mans lend" to find him, They tock him back to their
advance post and ghve him tea, then the party retured to the aireraft and with
Strong destroyed everything of value to the enemy in it,

Strong made his way to the British beaches and started mnting for
a passage back, He had no luck thet day end eventually slept the night in a slit
trench previcusly occupied by a dead GCemman whom he removed. R ¥, beach baloon
men fed him, " It was sn emiting night" he seid. "There were snipers everywhere
and we were bombed and strafed end at the seme time our pavatroops were dropping
all round us. I enjoyed the experience,” In the morning Strong #x got & 1ift
on a duck out to a landing craft. He was transferred from this to a lending ereft

"P* which tock him out to a headqarters ship which transferred him via yet snother

craft to & navel motor launch,  The }/L. set sail that night. At three ‘thirty
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wakened
in the morning Strong wes waimr and told to go to sction stations as Cexman

destroyers were shelling the convoys He went up snd saw a tanker a few miles off
g0 up in a sheet of flmme.

The 1f/L. arrived in Gosport and fram there Streng got a 1if%t besk
to Hum. He arrived at 6.30 and at 7.30 took off on the last sortie of the day
28 leader of ome flight.  The atteck which was egainst hesvy long range mﬂvqy/;iw
at Torigny wes successful.

On peDay plus 5. the squadron moved over to cperate from the Normandy
landdng strips by day returning to Hum ab night. fwo or three days after they
started flying from the strips Strong's aircraft was as he puts it “hecked ebout
agein® attacking petro) dumps st very low altitude,  Several airoraft were hit
by flak and were forced to land on the strips unsble to make the return trip to
Pgland, The pilots spent the might at Beyeux in the Leon e Hotel but got little
rest as the town wes bombed.  The following day they contected en R.A.F. Crowp
Ceptein who rang through and hed en Anson with Spitfire escort sent over to pick
them up, They landed at Thorney Island,

About D=Dey plus 12 the squadron moved over to a mendy bese. They
had been installed twenty four hours when the enemy started sheiling their airfield
with long range guns. One almen was killed and seversl wounded end many edreraft
were damaged, The weather wes bad limiting operations and es it was considered
useless to risk more losses the squadron was ordered back to Pnglacds 21
servicesble aireraft took off o fly beck and S¢rong wes left in charge of sbout half
2 dozen pilots end all the ground orew,

*1 was very d in Prench by then" he said.

Strong's perty set to work on their airfield and dug theselves in.
they organised the dispersel aveas and dug in the sleeping tents and office tents
end dug slit trenches sround the strip, By way of entertaimment they mede &
visit o the front line waere they had been told there were several tiger tenks
which had been knocked out by rocket Typhoons, "They were sbout two or three
hundred yards shead of cur forward troops - Cenadians on this sector,“he seid.
“our Ay Liaison Officer tock sbout a dosen of us ups The Hun sent a patrol of
sbout forty men down the rosd, but the Cansdimns opened up on thea". The Cenadisns

he was told later very nearly opened up on the R.AF. party mistaking the dust

covered blue for field grey. Strong said the airmen were oblivicus to all this
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r” verest end it was'nt till he climbed on top of a tiger and found himself

“oakcing down on the strongly held enemy airfield of Caen Corplauet that he
Fealised how close they were.  "We retired hastily" he sald.  The Amy he
2244 were extremely heppy end cheerful sbout everything and very friendly indeed
to the alrmen,

he perty returned to England by he squadron campletely
re-eqiipped and cmme bask to France i week later.  They have boen based there
ever since between hayeux and caan,l} Under cenves flying from a strip,

On July 17 Strong wes posted to take & fighter lesder course, but was re
%o France after o few days to take over a flight,

The first great Typhoon success against enewy ground forces in
vhich he wes involved took place about two days before the yortain battle,

The Typhoons were on a late amed reconnaisssnce in the lsst light. ey ceme
upen & Collestion of thirty to forty Cermen tanks and to quote Strang “plastered
hell out of them".  "We took them completely by muprise he said,  So much
&0 that when I flew past the leading tenk the Jerry Commender was still standing
in his turret with his head sticking out.” The tenks snswered the attack with
intense light and medium eck sck but owing perdy to the poor light as well as
the surprise of the atteck no Typhoons was mseifw squadron elaimed six but
the BXC reported that night that 20 out of 40 were put out of action.

Two days later when the ¢ ans counter-attacked against the imericans
at Mortain the Typhoons had their greatest day. "A1) availsble Typhoons were
called into the air® Strong sadd, "Fhat followed must have been the strengest
fight ever seen. It was like air to air fighting instead of air to ground,
Usually when we go in to atteck ground forces we have a definite bomb line,
ie sttack anything' beyond it end nothing within it, or else we have o specified
terget.  But this day it was open slather, mericen tenks were milling
around with Gexman tenks well inside cur own bomb line, Ve had to fly right
dow en the ground to identify befove attesking, hen we'd just bang at
anything that hed'nt got the big white star,

¥ he siy over the battle was seething with Typhoons, It was

impossible o keep the squadren together,after a while we gave it up end
operated in pairs, ALl the time Thunderbolts sbove were dropping bombs along
side us as we went in, and ifes. were streaking out of the clouds

Jump us,




It was a gala Everyone wes shooting at everything e stayed
over the battle ares ti11 we had used ell our rockets then streaked beck loaded
wp and retumed.  The battle went on from eround mid morning ti11 late afternoon
It wes & complete shaubles but somehow we won, Gy dinner time it wes all over
and they had a1l pulled out.”

Strong's squadron d4d ebout sixty sorties that day, e praises the
eplendid work of the ground crews. “rhey worked magnificently® he said.
are very keen vhen they know we are handing it out good sad solid.  What they
centt stick s having nothing 4o do. They don't mind eny amount of workj the
squadvon cleimed sixteen tenks that day.

noe then the Typhoons have attacked tenks hidden in woods, in front

of Cenadisn lines, six barrel rocket mrtmt"momﬂ.n mjl‘.nien)j strong points,

positions, anti-airoreft gun concentrations, dug in tenks, mortar positicns,
and eneny occupied village strong points, “The smy is rocket Typhoon med"
wihey eall us up on enything and everything and some signels have
ronly repeat only rocket Typhoons in them. e%‘z’“:m to go right in close
4o their lines and they shoot red smoke over the target eves to guide us,
cone bask from the target right down on the deck over their hesds md got a
terrific reception. If We go down to the lines and tell them we are /p pilots
they eve tickled pink,  On days off they come up to the drame to see us,
Tt is grand, it makes us feel we are reslly doing scmethi: The wespon seems

4o dmorelize the eneny and have just the reverse effest on our ow troops.”
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Aus, 420405, F/Lt. P.H. Strong, of Sydney, - Pilot

He wes on No. 22 I.T.S. course at Somers end tréined in Australia
at Somers and Narrandra end in Censda at Dumnéville. He left Australia for
Canada on 22 June, 42 on the 'Tasker H. Bliss.'  He arrived in the United Kingdom
on Lp.1.43. and from Bournemouth went to A.F.U. Wrexham, then to 0,T.U. Milfield,
then to 182 Squedron based.at that time at New Romney. He arrived at the squadron
in October, 43 and has been with them ever since.

Strong has flown eighty to ninety operational hours comprising seventy
sorties. Twenty of these were on bomb carrying Typhoons, fifty on the rocket
firing type.  When Strong joined the squedron the Typhoons were mainly operating
on dive bombing attacks on enemy dromes and river craft and Channel shipping, and
on longe renge fighter sweeps deep into enemy territory. They also cerried out
several attacks on flying bamb sites. The best sortie he did at this time was
a long range sweep - possibly the longest ever done by Typhoons - deep into France,
south of Tours and beck, carried out by a formation of Typhoons flying at 'o' feet.
As they swept through they attacked everything that came in their path with cannon,
shooting up trucks, trains, and dromes, end watching for possible enemy aircraft
ebove.  The Typhoons, he said, usually went in low and ceme out at high level
looking down ready to dive on any enemy aircraft around.  Another very long Sweep
he flew was into Belgium, Holland, end south through France, attacking all end
every rosad and rail terget en route. The Typhoons were rarely intercepted by
eneny aircraft which kept well away, They encountered considersble light flek
defences on some targets, however, and frequently came back holed.

With bombs on board Strong attacked the aerodromes at St. Omer,

Bernay, le-Roger, and T ill The Typl usually dived to these
attecks from ten to twelve thousand feet to eight to four thousand feet.

Around November - December this year the squadron converted R/P.
Typhoons.  This unit and 181, the sister squadron, were the first to be equipped

with this wespon. 181 Squadron used them in action for the first time in en

attack on the power station at Caen - a disast: ion for the Typh« for

75% of the force were lost. Strong believes that inexperience in how to avoid

flying debris couplfed with flek caused these losses. Since that day the pilots

have learnt a lot and skilled tactics have reduced the losses, but even so, since




D-Day the Typhoon casualties have been fairly heavy.  Sgrong took pert in
his first rocket attack in December on a flying boub site.

The Typhoons fly right down to the deck to fire their rockets pulling
out et varying ranges in accordence with the angle of approach.  To attack
tenks they came in on a feirly shallow angle and pull out low letting off their
rockets at about 800 to 1000 yards.  Attecking a strong point coming in on a
dive they fire their rockets at snything from four thousand feet.  They pull out
at around 2000 feet.  Although in the main part they have learnt to avoid the
debris Strong seid many times the pilots come back to find their airorafts tail
units torn by rocket splinters. They have no Sensation at all when the rockets
fire he said. "You can hear a bit of a 'whang' as they shoot off the Tails" he
said, "thats all." "We have to pull out before we see them hit and sweep
round in time to watch where they burst. On a low angle attack we rell right
over and look down to see the effects.’

The L’;thnems can fire a minimum of two rockets at a time. They carry
WAL ¢
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eight mmhf.d eqal to a six inch shell in explosive power. Two rockets sccurately

fired will blow a tank to pieces. Eight would completely disintegrate it. He
describes the effect of eight rockets fired together as "like a point blank brosdside
from a six inch gun cruiser."  The noise from the ground is tremendous and the
appearance of the rocket terrifying to the enemy,

When 'D' Day came 182 Squadron were based at Hurn in the south.
They went into action at H. hour against gun positions slightly back from the
beaches overlooking Port-en-Bessin, Twentyfour Typhoons carried out this attack.
Strong was one of the eight from his squadron.,  ."There was so much dust and dirt
fire from the naval shells and from the serial bomberdment that it was almost
impossible to assess results" he said. "But we met very little return fire and I
think the defences must have been saturated." The whole beach area he said was
completely obscured by battle haze, but ocutside the pilots could see the streams of
boats going in and coming out. Twelve hours later they made their second D-Day
attack - an armed recomnaissence south of Bayeux. By this time there was plenty of
eneny activity on the roed and the Typhoons destroyed a mumber of tenks end

armoured cars.




On D-Day plus 1. Strong was shot down, He was out on his second
sortie of the day on ermed reconnaissance over the battle area. Strong was
leading a flight on this occesion. The squadron was circling over the battle
area trying to locate enemy tanks emong conceiling trees when he was hit by a
burst of 4O mm. Bofors ack.ack,  His aircraft was demaged by two direct hits

which struck the engine and the fuselage and wings were holed, "I felt the two

bengs -then the thing seened full of holes all over the wings and fuselsge but

she was still flying so when I located some tenks I led the boys in to atteck" he
said, Strong knocked out one tenk in this first attack then es his aircraft
still eppeered to be all right, spart from sbnormel instrument readings, he went
in egein to atteck a second tenk., "I was just in the dive at about 1000 feet
when the engine packed up completely" he said.

"] yanked hard awey and headed for the beaches in a glide. She
glided quite a long way - from sbout five to eight miles - end I finally jettisoned
the hood end cresh landed in a field. I was lucky beceause I picked sbout the
only field arcund not mined."

Strong put down in a corn field and climbed out of his sircraft
smothered in dirt end Gust but unharmed, He jumped out end ren in the direction
of our lines. "Almost immediately I was pulled up by barbed wire fences with
big notices with "meinen® on them in prominent letters and turned beck," he said.

I wax wandering round trying to find a wey out when some commandoes ceme out to
get me in a jeep".  The commendoes, he Baid had seen his eircreft crash and hed
at once set out into "no mens lend” to find him, fThey tock him back to their
sdvance post end give him tea, then the party returned to the eircraft and with
Strong destroyed everything of value to the enemy in it.

Strong made his way to the British beaches and started hunting for
a passage back. He hed no luck that dey and eventuelly slept the night in a slit
trench previously occupied by a dead Germen vhom he removed.  R.A.F. beach balbon
men fed him, " It was an exciting night" he said. "There were snipers everywhere
2nd we were bombed and strefed end at the seme time our paratroops were dropping
211 round us. I enjoyed the experience." In the morning Strong m got a 1ift
on & duck out to & lending creft. He was trensferred from this to a landing craft

"pY which took him out to a headquarters ship which trensferred him via yet another

craft to & navel motor launch. The M/L. set sail that night. At three thimty
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wakened
in the morning Strong wes wakex and told to go to sction stations as German

destroyers were shelling the convoy. He went up and saw a tanker a few miles off
g0 up in a sheet of flame.

The 1f/L. errived in Gosport and from there Strong got a lift back
to Hurn, He arrived et 6,30 and at 7.30 took off on the last sortie of the day
s leader of one flight.  The attack which wes ageinst heavy long renge x‘ailwawycl WA
et Torigny was successful.

On D-Day plus 5. the squadron moved over to operate from the Normandy
lending strips by day returning to Hurn at night. Two or three days after they
started flying from the strips Strong's aircraft was as he puts it "hacked sbout
agein" attacking petro} dumps at very low altitude.  Several aircraft were hit
by flek end were forced to land on the strips unsble to make the return trip to
England,  The pilots spent the night at Bayeux in the Leon D¥r Hotel but got little
rest as the town was bombed.  The following day they contected an R.A.F. Group
Captain who rang through and had en Anson with Spitfire escort sent over to pick
them up. They landed 2t Thorney Island,

About D-Dey plus 12 the squadron moved over to a Normandy bese. They
had been instelled twenty four hours when the enemy started skelling their esirfield
with long renge guns. One airman was killed and several wounded znd meny eircraft
were demaged. The weather was bad limiting operations and as it was considered
useless to risk more losses the squadron was ordered back to England.  All
servicesble aircraft took off to fly back and Sirong wes left in charge of sbout half
2 dozen pilots and 21l the ground crew.

"I was considered very experienced in French aiventures by then" he said,

Strong's party set to work on their airfield and dug themselves in.

They organised the dispersal areas and dug in the sleeping tents and office tents

end dug slit trenches around the strip. By wey of enterteimment they made a

visit to the front line where they had been told there Were several tiger tenks
which had been knocked out by rocket Typhoons, "They were sbout two or three
hundred yards ehead of our forward troops - Canadieans on this sector,'he said.

"Our Ammy Iieison Officer took sbout a dozen of us up. The Hun sent a patrol of
ebout forty men down the road, but the Censdians opened up on them",  The Canadians

he was told later very nearly opened up on the R.A.F., party mistaking the dust

covered blue for field grey.  Strong seid the airmen were cblivious to all this




interest end it was'nt till he climbed on top of & tiger and found himself
looking down on the strongly held enemy airfield of Caen Carpiquet that he
realised how close they were. "ife retired hastily" he seid. The Army he
said were extremely heppy and cheerful about everything and very friendly indeed
to the airmen.

The party returned to England by Dekota.  The squadron campletely

re-equipped and ceame back to France a week later.  They have been based there

ving
ever since between Bayeux and Caen, / Under canves flying from s strip.

On July 17 Strong was posted to teke a fighter leader course, but was recalled
to Frence after a few days to take over a flight.

The first great Typhoon success ageinst enemy ground forces in
which he was involved took place about two days before the Mortain battle,
The Typhoons were on a late armed reconnaissence in the lest light.,  They ceme
upen a collection of thirty to forty German tanks and to quote Strong "plastered
hell out of them".  "We took them completely by surpriselhe seid.  So much
%o that when I flew past the leading tank the Jerry Comender was still standing
in his turret with his head sticking out." The tanks smswered the attack with
intense light and medium ack ack but owing parfy to the poor light as well as
the surprise of the atteck no Typhooms wes lost the squadron claimed six but
the BEC reported that night that 20 out of 40 were put out of action.

Two days later when the Germans count ttacked against the

at Mortain the Typhoons hed their greatest dsy.  "All aveileble Typhoons were
called into the air® Strong said. "What followed must have been the strangest
fight ever seen. It was like air to gir fighting instead of air to ground,
Usually when we go in to attack ground forces we have a definite bomb line.
We attack anything beyond it and nothing within it, or else We have a specified
terget.  But this day it was open slather,  American tanks were milling
around with German tenks well inside our own bomb line.  We had to fly right
down on the ground to identify before attacking,  Then we'd just bang at
anything that had'nt got the big white star.

I e sy over the battle was seething with Typhoons. Tt was
impossible to keep the squadron together,after a while we gave it up and

operated in pairs. All the time 1ts above were ing bombs along

side us as we went in, and Nes. were streaking out of the clouds trying to .

Sump us,




"It was a gala day. = Everyone was shooting at everything. Ve stayed

over the battle area till we had used all our rockets then stresked back loaded

up end returned.  The battle went on from around mid morning till late afterncon.
It was a complete shembles but somehow we won, By dinner time it was all over
and they had ell pulled out."

Strong's squadron did about sixty sorties that day,  He praises the
splendid work of the ground crews. "They worked megnificently" he said. “They
ere very keen when they know we are handing it out good end solid.  What they
cen't stick is heving nothing to do. They don't mind sny emount of workifhe
squadron claimed sixteen tanks that day.

Since then the Typhoons have attacked tenks hidden in woods, in front

of Canadien lines, six barrel rocket morters(*moaming mimnies strong poknts,

gun positions, enti-airoraft gun concentrations, dug in tenks, mortar positions,
and enemy occupied village strong points. "The srmy is rocket Typhoon mad®
Strong said, "They call us up on anything and everything end some signals have
tonly repeat only rocket Typhoons in them.’ e;e]/often to go right in close

to their lines and they shoot red smoke over the terget sres to guide us,

come back from the target right down on the deck over their heads and get a
terrific reception. If We go down to the lines and tell them we are R/P pilots
they ere tickled pink.  On days off they came up to the drome to see us.

It is grand, it makes us feel we are really doing something.  The weapon seems

to demoralize the enemy and have just the reverse effect on our own troops."




