








File 19/Enc. 13

The information contained in

A.LOLBOL W.0. SHERMAN, Robert, 460 sqdn., Bomber Command.
Captured: 28 Jul 42. Liberated: 22 Apr 45.
Date of 23 Oct 10 Peacetine Frofession: Accountant.
F.Service: Since 8 Nov. 40. Private Address: 289 Queen Street,

ISBANE, Australia.
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MOST SECRET
NARRATED BY:

Aus, 40480k W/0, SHERMAN R.

JevAMow: #<E0

R.A A F, Representative and Barrack

Commander at St;ias 3%, Lamsdorf
The information in this report is to be considered as

0ST SECRET

For some time after our arrival at Stalag 3uk, letters and parcels

were caming through very irregularly to us, and the prisoners were

wasting their only too few letterforms and postcards meking enquiries to

R.A.AF, Overseas Headguarters, We held a meeting of ell Australians
and decided to appoint a representative to deal with all official
commmications with Overseas Headquarters, Australiean Red Cross,
hustrelien Comforts fund, I was selected end worked in that capacity.
Another part of my duties as Barrack Commender was the general welfare
of those in my charge. This meant constant commmnication with the
German Commendent through the Germen Lager Officer,

During September of 1942 it was decided by the Germen Command that
all P,0.W's in our compound were to be chained as reprisals because of
alleged ill treatment of German prisoners in British hands, Eventually,
early in 1943, we were informed that all Australian personnel were to be
unchained in view of the fact that the Australian Government had refused
to take reprisels against Germans held in Australia, Ve immediately
refused to be unchained stating that we were still British and that we would
take our share of the discomfort and hardship in the same manner as was
being meted out to others of British nationality, I comunicated, through
the Red Cross, with the Australian Goverrment and the British War Office
and informed them of our attitude, The Germans refused to keep us in chains,
but we were adamant, Finally the Germans broke the impasse by moving
us to a compound where the chaining of prisoners had never been carried out,
and put all Australisns into the one barrack, It was clear to us that the
Germans were contimally trying to drive a wedge between the Dominion and
United Kingdom personnel,

It was after we had been moved that I became barrack commender,

I forwarded requests, complaints and suggestions, on behalf of those in my
barrack, to the Germen Commandant once a month, Anything more urgent

/we




we tried to push through as quickly as possible, When new prisoners,
vhether R,A.A.F. OF A.I.F. arrived at the camp I visited each of our
chaps and collected articles such as surplus clothing, soap, cigerettes,
etc., for distribution to the new, and scentily kitted out, arrivals.

Also if eny of the cheps were doing a term of confinement in the camp

gaol (always known in Gemmany as the 'Cooler'), we smuggled as much

stuff to them as was possible in order to make their solitery state not
quite so unbearsble,

I slso did & lot of work auditing the Red Cross accounts, and
gave a helping hand in the endeavour we made to pep up the
sdministation of the camp which was being done by long term Army
prisoners,

We found that gemerally spesking we menaged to get a fair
standard of co-operation from the Gemman authorities, except during

the tying up and chaining period.

I certify that this report is a true and accurate account € events
in Stelag 34k during my tem of imprisonment there.
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