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S, }.llZlJ B/0. . _LOVE, D.F.C, OF SYDNEY - Reargunner 2, 3. bh

iLove was on Ui I,T. course at Somers and trained in Australia at
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Evens Heed and then for four months with No, 9 Squadron at Rathmines where air
gunners for No. 10 R.A.A.F. Squadron were under training, After the outbreak
of the Jepanese war, however, the Squadron moved north and Love Was posted overseas.
He arrived in the U.K. in April, 42 and from Bournemouth was posted to 7 A.G.S.
at Cestle Kennedy, From there he went to 27 0.T.U. at Lichfield, then to
1656 Heavy Conversion Unit at Lindholme. On the 20th March, 1943, he was posted
to 156 PFF Squadron in 8 Group.

Love hes campleted 45 operational sorties, He hes flown throughout his

tour with an Austrelien wireless operator 411571 F/Lt. W.S. Walker, and an

Austrelien bomb simer 412816 F/Lt. T.V. McCarthy. The targets they have bombed
include Berlin (thirteen times), Frankfurt, Mannheim lMunich, Hemburg, Peenemunde,
Milan, Essen, Duisburg and all the Ruhr targets. He finished with the
thirteenth trip to Berlin which, in spite of superstitious forebodings, went
very quietly, In fact, Love thinks the hazards of raiding Berlin are overrated.
"Itve never been worried sbout the Berlin trips, The only thing I objected to
was the monotony of the long journey" he said, "It was uninteresting too, as
we always bombed Berlin in 10/10 cloud which made it hard to see any results."

He considers Frenkfurt is by far the most dengerous target particularly so s the

R.A.F. usually go there on clear nights, "I reckan they've got the best gunners i
Gemeny in Frankfurt" he ssid, "We've been shot up everytime we attacked it."

After a reid on Frankfurt on December 20/21, 1943, Love claimed a Ju.88
destroyed. On this night the Lancaster was coned then attacked in the cone,
"We were ceught just after we started our bombing run by what seemed like all the
gearchlights in Frankfurt" he said, "We were held for sbout six minutes and I
was blinded by the flare,"

The Ju. ceme in from the starboard quarter, and it wesn't till it opened
fire that Love wes aware of its presence, By then it hed closed to two hundred
yerds, "As soon as the fighter got within range he fired the coloured
recognition cartridge and the lights went off end the flak stopped" Love said.
"We were flying straight end level in to the target but ewen so his fire missed

us and we could see the tracer going underneath,




"I opened up immediately I saw the flash of his guns and the

midupper did too, I think, He broke away to the part and we kept on

firing till he dropped down out of sight. I could see our tracer going

right into him and I am pretty sure we got him", he Lencaster sent on

and bombed and returned safely to base, This is the only combat Love

has had,
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He was on No, 15 I,T,.S. course at Bradfield and left Australia

in August 41 on the Awatea for Canada where he trained at 4 W,T.S.
Guelph, Ontario, He arrived in the U,K. in May 42. From Bournemouth
he went to A,F,U. Wigton, then to 27 0,T.U. Lichfield, then to 1656
Conversion Unit at Lindholme, On Merch 23, 1943, he was posted to 156
P.F.F. Squadron at Warboys.

At 0,T,U, Walker had been crewed up with F/0. Karl Girbech
as pilot but soon after the crew joined the squadron Girback went missing
on a second pilot trip end the crew were taken over by S/L. (now W/Cdr)
He Grent, D,S.0., D.F.C. R.A.F. The crew included two other Australiens,
F/O. T.V. McCarthy (now D.F.C. end Ber) bomb aimer and F/L. W.J.H. Love,
(now D.F.C) reer gunner, (see interviews McCerthy end Love).

The crew did around twenty operations with W/C. Grant then
when he finished were taken over by W/C. Deeane, R.A.F. who captained
them on seven raids. The rest of their trips they completed with W/C.
Walburn,R.A.F.

Welker has completed fortysix trips in all,. These include

14 on Berlin, 3 or 4 on Hemburg, as well as raids on Dusseldorf,Dortmund,
Frenkfurt, Mennheim, Stettin, Kassel, Brunswick, Bremen, Duisberg (two

raids >
or three) for details%ee interviews crew).

Walker was screened at the end of Merch,194) and at the time

of interview had been signals leader on the squadron for six months.
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Copy of Citation of Award of Bar to D.¥.Ce

Acting Flight ILieutenant Thomas Vyner MeCARTHY, D.f.Cs(Aus i12816) Reis AcBe
No.156 Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant lMoCarthy has displayed great coolness and detemmination
as a bond aimer, He has operated in this capacity over most of the heavily
defended objeotives in enemy territory. Under very trying ciroumstancges
and in the face of heavy oppositiog,he has invariably displayed courage of
a high order and unfailing acouracy.










