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AIR FORCE, MELBOURNE
AL, 111 26/2/12
FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS. BREAK.

AUST/L400232 FLIGHT LIEUTENANT DAVID WILLIA

R.A.A.F, AND FORMERLY OF EvELEOUidE HAS THE HONOUR OF TEi.IPORI;RILY COMMANDING
ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS HURRICANE SQUAD! S IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE. IT IS
KNOWN AS QUOTE CHURCHILL'S OWN UNQOUTE. HE HAS SHARED IN MANY HAIR RAISING
OPERATIONS SINCE HE JOINED THE UNIT IN MAY 1941 AND SHARES WITH SQUADRON
LEADER TRUSCOIT THE DISTINCTION OF BEING THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN EMPIRE AIR
SCHEME TRAINEES TO COMMAND A SQUADRON., FOR SEVERAL MONTHS HIS JOB WAS TO
BEAT UP THE HEAVILY ARMED GERMAN FLAK SHIPS WITH CANNON AND MACHINE GUN
FIRE, DURING A BIG ATTACK ON AN ENEMY GONVOY IN WHICH A FOUR THOUSAND TON
SUPPLY SHIP AND TWO FLAK SHIPS WERE SUNK AND FIVE OTHERS DAMAGED FLIGHTS

OF THE SQUADRON HAD A RUNNING FIGHT WITH THIRTY REPEAT THIRTY 109E'S. QUOTE
WE LOST TWO AND GOT TWO MCCORMACK STATES OUR TROUBLE WAS THAT AFTER ATTACKIM
THE SHIPS WE HAD LITTLE AMMUNITION LEFT TO FIGHT IT OUT WITH THE HUN UNQUOT
ON ANOTHER OCCASION DURING A SWEEP UP THE COAST THE UNIT FOUND EIGHT REPEAT
EIGHT E BOATS. THEY SUNK TWO, LEFT TWO MORE BURNING ABD THE REST OUT
ACTION, QUOTE THERE WERE BAGS OF FLAK UNQUOTE MCCORMACK SAIDBREAK LATER THE
SQUADRON WAS PUT ON TO WORKING THE NEW HURRICANE BOMBERS ABAINST FACTORIES
AND BARGE CONCENTRATIONS IN GERMAN OCCUPIED TERRITORY. ON THESE EXCURSIONS
MCCORMACK WAS PROMINENT IN THE ACTIONS LEADING TO DESTRUCTION OF A
NUMBER OF HEINKEL AIRCRAFT AND GUN POSTS. WEEK IN AND WEEK OUT MCCORMAGK
LED THE FLIGHT ON THIS DANGEROUS WORK, AND FULLY JUSTIFIED THE COMMENTS IN
HIS D.F.C. CITATION QUOTE HE HAS AT ALL TIMES DISPLAYED THE GREATEST
DETERMINATION IN THE FACE OF ENEMY FIRE UNQUOTE. EVENTUALLY THE COMMANDING
OFFICER SQUADRON LEADER GILLAM D,.S.0. D.F.C. AND BAR WAS SHOT DOWN BADLY
WOUNDED INTO THE SEA BUT WAS PICKED UP BY THE AIR SEA RESCUE SQUAD.WHEN
GILLAM LEFT ON A LECTURE TOUR UF THE UNITED STATES, MCCORMACK ASSUMED
TEMPORARY COMMAND BREAK, THE UNIT FOUGHT IN FRANCE WITH GLOSTER GLADIATORS

AND THEN HURRICANES. A PREVIOUS AUSTRALIAN COMMANDER WAS WING COMUANDER

HOLMWOOD, R.A.A.F., WHO LOST HIS LEFE WHILE SERVING WITH THE SQUADRON.

(8gd)
W.B.TART,
Squadron Leader, for
Air Commodore,
AIR OFFICER COM ING.

Pilot Officer Ron Hamilton, Missing believed jjilled. 18/9/44










23/2/ 12

CCORMACK, D

I applied for enlistment as air crew on October 12, 1939
and was medically examined on February 13, 1940, passed fit and after
an interview placed on the reserve,

After months of weary waiting I was called up on July 21,
Reported to Melbourne, swoen in and entrained for No. 2 I.T.Ssy; BRAD-
FIELD PARK, N.S.W. in company with Charlie Manning, Jim Falkiner and
others.

In the morning we arrived in Sydney and were met and driven
to the camp. After a pleasant month of drill and lectures in lovely
weather, I received the good news that I was to pass out with the prev—
ious course, No. 2.

Home for seven days leave and then back to Sydney and report:
ed to No. 4 E.F.T.S., MASCOT. No. 2 course had a fine lot of lads in it
and I soon made the acquaintance of Keith Chisholm, Devenish-Meares,
John Dean, Sheerin, Dave Stewart and the rest.

I was lucky enough to get a very good instructor in P/0
Geoff Hoskin and spent a very pleasant two months under his tuition,
The course passed out on October 17, 1940 and we were informed that we
were off to Canada.

Home again on pre-embarkation leave which was spent in the
usual fashion. I reported to No, 2 Embarkation Depot, Lindfield, on
October 28, 1940 and after three days boarded the Awatea and sailed on
the evening of the 31st.

1so on the boat were some old friends of peace time in
Keith Truscott, Percy Sloan, Jock Ross, Bapdy Wawn, and Eric Schraeder,

We eventually berthed at Auckland and had a good look round
and sampled the local brew. Off again to Suva and soon the islands
hove into view and all the lads in their tropicals were gquick to be off
and scour the town, A very pleasant conert and party had been arranged
by the white inhabitants and was much appreciated by all, although our
celeb®astions were somewhat impeded by the results of various needles
that the doctor had stuck into us.

Early the next morning we were awakened by the gentle rolling]
motion of thr boat and rushed to the windows, or I should say, ports
and got a last view of the beautiful Fijian islands.

On through the blue waters of the Pacific spending the days
in idling and lectures. The flying fish were a source of great interest
and amusement, Then Honolulu, where we, although not allowed ashore,
were very well entertained by the ladies of the American Red Cross
Society who brought with them a hula dancing troupe and also cases of
pineapphes, and plenty of cigarettes and magazines., Leis were around
everybody's necks and these on sailing were cast back into the water
in accordance with the local custom.

Then on to Victoria where we were welcomed by Air Vice
Marshal Goble and others. Then off to Vancouver and instead of the prom-|
ised three days leave, we were marched around the city block, bundled
on to a train and off eastwards. The train was most comfortable and the
th ree days soon passéd. Our interest was aroused at the sight of the
grandeur of the snow clad peaks of the RocKy Mountains and many a phobe)
was taken, many of the lads .seeing snow for the first time,

After the mountains the planes were a distinct contrast and
the cities were inspected as thoroughly as possible in the train stopp~
ing time, I'm afraid that the welcome we got when we arrived at No. 1
S.F.T.S. camp at Borden Wwas rather dismal, Being thrown out of a train
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1to a pitch black morning with falling snow and a biting wind is not
very helpful to one's feelings.

Still, when daylight came and we found the dinging hall o)
thingb‘ brightened considerably. The Canadians were astonished to see a
horde of hungry blue-clad L,A.C!s gueueing up and we soon found our-
sleves answering dozens of questions and losing our bronze L.A.C. badged

We very soon séttled down to training and lectures. The
Yales and Harvards were lovely machines to fly and the ground lectures
were quite interesting, and the weeksmusoon began to fly past.

The food and barracks were bad and the former was supplement.
ed by hot dogs, peanuts and beer in the canteen in the evenings and
also after chumming up with the head cook we occasionally got a bacon
and egg supper in the kitchen.

Examination time. arrived and lcng Was the candle that was
burned at both ends during the final swot, Then the anxious days
awaiting results. In the meantime we were all interviewed by a Commiss—
ion Selection Board and I was lucky enough to be eventually honoured,

Theh came the grand evening when our wings were pinned on
our tunics. What a celebration was held that night!

We left Borden without regret on February 12, 1941 and
proceeded to Rockliffe, Smmmiw Ottawa. We stayed there for some time
and then were broken up and only John Roche, John Tully, Mark Sheldon,
a few others and myself were left there. We had a week in Montreal on
leave visiting the W.A.G's there. They were pleased to see us and we
had a good moan together.

Then off again to a station which to us was the last outposg
of the Empire, a place called Debert. Everybody ate in the one hall,
the meal consisting usually of a mess which the cook called stew, We
stayed in Debert for a month and then off on ajtrain to Halifax, We
were mysteriously whisked through the streets to a small pier and then
taken in a launch to our ship the "Chrystales",

At last we were on our way to the war., The ship's personnel
were good bypes and we were very soon comfortable. On March 11 we sail-
ed in convoy with about 35 other ships, a sight I shall never forget.

On the sixth dy out, an aeroplane was sighted but luckily
it was a Hudson being ferried to England., Then a signal was received
stating that the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau were out raiding. Froam
then on everybody slept in their clothes. On March 30 we awoke to find
that the Chrystales had anchored in lovely Loch Ewe in Northern Scot-
land.

On April 1 we were takemoff by a naval cutter and driven to
Acnasheen where we boarded a train for Glasgow where we spent the night,|
seeing a black out for the first time also hearing the sirens., In the
morning we caught the London train and eventually reached No. 3 P. [+
After four days in which we again stated which branch of the service

wished to joiny a posting came through for myself and

Mark Sheldon to go to No. 55 0.T.U., Usworth. Once more the kit bags
were pakced and off we went the next morning and reported in late in the|
eveneing,

Very soon after flying Masters for a few hours we soloed on
Hurricanes and what a thrill it was, although the amount of “prangs"
had us a little scared, After a few hours we gained confidence and then
began to really enjoy flying.

on 5/5/L1 our flight was sent to Ouston and here we ran up
the hours in solid training. Quidkly the kmwexzfimwxbx weeks flew by
and on 26/5/41 I was posted to No., 615 Squadron at Valley, Anglesey.
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After seven terrific days in London I reported to Valley
and was quickly taken into the fold and given all the "gin"., No. 615
was "Churchill's own"and the County of Surrey squadron. It had fought
in Frixce and Belgium with Gloster Gladiators and then Hurricanes.
There Tiad been two Australians in the squadron before; Bill Fowler,
now a prisoner of war in Germany and Wing Commander Holmwood who was
shot down and aféer baling out was machine gunned by the Huns, From
all accounts they were grand types. Also in the present lot were two
very good types, Sergeants Don Roberts and Ron Hamilton., After four
or five months of scrambles and convoys in a sandy drome we were
completely brassed off and were on the verge of madness when a posting
came thorugh for the sguadrom to go to Manston to assume anti-flak
duties.

On 11/9/41 we landed at Manston and quickly got all the "gin"|
We were to escort Blenheims at sea level and attack enemy convoys., Our
Jjob was to beat up the flak ships with cannon .nd m.g. fire and put
them out of action.

To describe all the engagements we had would £ill a book,
but some of the entries in my log book will suffice for example :

"Attack convoy = LOOO ton supply shxg sunk, 2 flak ships sunk, 5 others
damaged. Runnigg fight with 30 109E!s. ﬁamilton (R.A.A.F.) missing.
Milne crashed in sea. 2 Blenheims down and one badly damaged. We got 2
109E's and one damaged."

The trouble was that after attacking the ships very little
ammunition was left to defend ourselves if we got into trouble.

Then another resulting from a sweep up the coast : "Foudd 8
E boats. Sunk 2, 2 more burning and the rest out of amkmm action. Bags
of flak",

When the shipping stopped coming through the channel we were
put on to working with the new Hurricane bombers against factories and
barge concentrations in Northern France and Belgium. We used often to
go in low over the coast on our own and beat up some place for instance
"Beat up Ostend basin, 2HE59's destroyed and one damaged. Gasome ter,
factory and barges bmmming. Gun posts stopped. Strickland and Potts
missing., Ford badly wounded".

This went on week after week and although we were doing terrs
ific damage to the Hun, the Bquadron was slowly but surely being whittle]
down until there were only five of the original lot left including the
Commanding Officer, Sgquadron Leader Gillam who was shot down into the
drink and badly wounded. He was rescued by those wonderful people the
Air Sea Réscue squad.

The replacements we were getting, although very good types
were straight from 0,T.U's and cotild hardly be expected to last lomg
80 on November 26, 1941 we were posted to Angle, South Wales where we
flew long range Hurricanes on convoy patrols and sweeps round Southern
Ireland., Also we made a couple of trips south to go to Brest.

Here wef were informed that we are to go overseas so are now
flat out building up the squadron again. I assumed command of 615 Squadr)
when S/Ldr Gillam departed for U.S.A. on a lecture tour in December 1941
and was awarded the D.F.C. in February, 1942.

80 now ofter moving to Bairwood Common we are nearly ready
to go overseas and carry on the fight.
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I applied for mnmem. as air crew on October 12, 9
and was medieally examined 'ebruary 13, 1940, passed f£it ané aftey
an interview placed on the meﬂe.

After months of weary waiting I was called wp on July 1.
Reported to Melbowrne, swopn in and entrained for No. I TeSey DRAD=
PIELD PARK, NN.8.W. in company with Charlie lManning, Jim Falkiner and
others.

In the mnming we arrived in Sydney and were met and driven
to the camp. After a pleasant month of drill end lectures in lovely
weather, I racesvod the good news that I wes to pase out with the preve|
ious course, No. 2.

Home for seven days leave and then back to Sydney and report.
ed ©0 Nos I E .P.T.J., HASCOT, No, 2 course had a fine lot of lads Ln it
and I soon o the acquaintance of Keith Chisholm, Devenishelicares,
John Dean, shsertn, Dave Stewart and the rest.

I was lucky enough to get a very good instruetor in P/0
Geoff Hoskin and spent a very pleasant two months under his tultl.on.
The ecourae passed out on October 17, 1940 and we were informed that we
were off to Canada.

ome again on pre-embarkation leave which wae spent in the
usual ta!hion. : 4 rcpm-ted to No. 2 Embarkation Depot, Andheld. on
October 28, 940 and after three days boarded the Awatea and sailed on
the evening of the 31et,

Also on the boat were some old frzamln of peace time in

Keith Truscott, Percy Sloan, Jock Ross, Bafjdy Wawn, and Epic Schraeder.

We eventually berthed at Auckland and hnd & good look round
and sempled the local brew. Off again to Suva and soon the islends
hove into view and all the laeds in their tropicals were qu.imc to be off
and scowr the town. A very pleasant conert and party had been arranged
by the white inhabitants and wae much appucintﬂd by all, althuugh our
celeb®mbions were somewhat impeded by the resulis of various needles
that the doctor had stuck into us.

Early the next mornlng we were awakened by the gentle rolliny
motion of thr boat and rushed to the windows, or I should say, ports
and got a last view of the besutiful Fijian islands.

through the blus waters of the Pacific spending the days
in idling and lectures., The nymg r!.ah were a source of great interest
and amusement. Then Honolulu, » although not allowed ashore,

were very well entertained by the ladies of the American Red Cross

Soclety who brought with them a hula dancing troupe and also cases of
pineapples, and plenty of cigarettes and magazines, Leis were around
everybody's necks and these on sailing were cast back into the water
in accordance with the local custom.

Then on to Victoria where we were welcomed by Air
Marshal Goble and others. Then off to Vancouver and instead of tha prom
ised three days leave, we were marched around the city block, b!md:l.ed
on to a trein and off easiwards. The train was most comforteble and the
th ree days soon pacs@d. Our interest was aroused at the sight of the
grandeur of the enow eled peaks of the Rocky Mountains and many a phof
was taken, many of the lads seeing emow for the first time,

After the mountains the planes were a distinet contrast and
the cities were inspected ms thoroughly as possible in the train stopp-
ing time, I'm afraid that the welcome we got when we arrived at Ne, 1
8.F.T.5, camp at Borden was rather dismal. Being thrown out of a train
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into a pitech black morning with falling snow and a biting wind is not
very helpful to one's feelings.

8t411, when daylight came and we found the dinging hal.
things brightensd considerably. The Canadians were astonished to see l
horde of hungry blue-clad L.A.cis queueing up and we soon found our-
sleves answering dozens of guestions and losing owr bronze L. '\.C. badgel

We very soon séttled down to training and lectures. The
Yales and Hervards were lovely machines to fly and the ground lectures
were quite interesting, and the weeks:soon began to fiy past.

The food and barracks were bad and the former was m\ppltncn
ed by hot dogn, peanuts and beer in the canteen in the evenings
also after uhln:ing up with the head cook we occasionally got a baoon
and egg supper in the kitchen.

Examination time arrived and long was tha candle that was
burned at both ends durixu; the final ewot, Then the anxious days
awaiting results. In the meantime we were all interviewed by a Commiss-
ion Selection Board and I was luecky enough to be eventually honoured.

Theh came the grand evening when our wings were pinned on
our tunics. What a celebration was held that night!

We left Borden without regret on February 12, 1941 and
proceeded to Rockliffe, mmmin Ottawa. We stayed there for some time

nysels
leave visiting the '..;-.Q'l there, They were pleased to see us and we
had a good moan together.

Then off again to a station which to us was the last outposs
of the Bmpire, a place called Debert, Everybody ate in the one hall,
the meal consisting usually of a mess which the cook called ltw. he
stayed in Debert ror a month and then off on aftrain to Halifax,
were mysteriously whisked through the streets to a small pier and thon
taken in a launch to our ship the “Chrystales".

At last we were on our way to the war. The ship's persomnel
were good types and we were very soon comforteble. On liarch 11 we sail-
ed in convoy with about 55 other ships, a sight I shall never forget.

On the sixth dy out, an aeropleone wos sighted but luckily
it was a Hudson being ferried to nngland, Then a signal was nooivod
stating that the Scharnhorst and Gneisensu were out raiding.
then on everybody slept in their clothes. On March 30 we uvroka to find
t.ah:: the Chrystales had anchored in lovely Loch Ewe in Northern Scot-
land.

On April 1 we Were takenoff by a naval cutter and driven

where we ain for Glasgow where we spent the Mght
seeing a blagk out for the nrst time also hearing the sirens, In the
morning we caught the London train and eventually reaohed No. B Pa
Aftex' four days in which we again stand which branch of t servi

wished to Jain:a a posting ceme through :‘ox‘ myself and

mnx'k Sheldon to go to Wo. 55 0.7.U., Usworthe Once more the kit bags
were ced and off we went the nexi moming and reported in late in thi
evene.

Very soon after flying Masters for a few hours we soloed on
Hurricanes and what a ¢hrill it was, although the smount of "pmn;l"
had us a little scared. After a few hours we gained confidence and then
began to really enjoy flying.

on 5/5/k1 our flight was sent to Ouston and here we ran Wp
the hours in solid training, m:mm& weeks flew by
and on 26/5/41 I was posted to No. 615 Squadron at Valley, Anglesey.
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After seven terrific days in London I reported to Valley
and was quiulﬂ.%r takun into the fold and given all the "gin". No. 615
was "Churchill's own"and the County of Surrey squadron. It had toueht
in Prance and AcJ gﬂ.un with closter Gladiators and then Hurriceanes,
There had been two Australians in the squadron before; Bill Fowler,
now a prisoner of war in Germmany and Wing Commander Holmwood who w
shot down and afber baling out was machine gunned by the iuns, Fran
al) accounts they were grand types. Also in the present lab were two
very good tyoes, Sergeante Don Roberts and lon Hamilton. After four
or five mont 18 of sorambles and convoys in a sandy drame we were
wr@lotely brossed off end were on the verge of madness when a poattng
came thorugh for the sgquadrom to go to Manston to assume anti-fl
duties.

on 11/9/11 we lended at Mensten gnd quickly got all the "gin!
Ve were tc escort Hlen at sea level and atiack enen Iy CONvoys. Our
Job was to beet wp the flm: ships with camnon .nd meg. fire and put
them out of actions

To deseribe all the engagements we had would £A11 a book,
but some of the entries in ny log book will suffice for example :

“"Attack convoy = 4000 ton supply shi‘a 2 xlm. sh!.ps sunic, 5 others
dﬂugad. Runnigg fight with 30 109E's. ‘.&_tho ¥, ) miesinge

ne in ses, 2 Bl dowz: and one bahy aned. Vie got 2
1098's and one damaged,"

The trouble was thet after attacking the ships very little
amranition was left to defend ourselves Af we got into trouble,

Then another resulting from a sweep wp the coast : "Pousd 8
] bnste. éunk 2, 2 more burning end the rest out of auctmm action, Bags
f flak",

When the shipping stopped ceming through the channel we were
ut on to working with cre new Hurricane bombers againet factories and
bergo goncentrations in In oz‘tvem Prance and Belgium, Ve used often to
£0 in low over the goas m our own end beat wp some plece for instance
"Beat wp Ostend basin, 2&)9'5 destro.mu and one damageds _m:u.nter.
factory end barges bwmming., CGun posts stopped. Stricklond and Potis
missing. Ford badly wounded",

This went on week after week and although we were doing ter:
ific dsmage to the Hun, the squadron was slowly but surely being wM\‘-tJ.
down wntil there were only five of the srlg:l.nnl lot left including the
Commanding Officer, Squadron Leader Gillam who s ghot down into the
drink and badly wounded. He was rescucd by tho onderful pecple the
Alr See Reésoue squad.

The re'placemnta we were getting, although very good types
were straigit from 0,7,U's and eould hardly be expw:e\i to lact long
80 on November 26, 1941 we were posted to Angl h Wales where we
flew long range Hurricanes on convey patrols and a 7eeps round Southern
Ireland. Also We made & cowple of tripe south to go to Brest,

Here wef were informed that we are to go overseas so are now
flat out building wp the squadron again, I sssuned command of 615 Squad
when 5/Ldr Gillam departed for U,: on & lecture tour in December 1944
and wae awarded the D.F.C. in Webmmry, 1942,

80 now  fter moving to Pajrwood Common we ere nearly resdy
%o go overseas and carry on the fight.




