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File Number 61/3/AIR - Enclosure 46A.

From 11 Group. Al. 732 From Hawikinge. 15/7/42.
Comps Combat Report.

Further to our patrol report A1 717 15/7/42 ? Spitfires 5B Red Section
inge 0930 hrs to act as off Hastingse

A% approx 1000 hrs while flying east at 10 OOO £t in line ;\breﬂqu
500 ydx apart along coast about 8 miles out from Hastings 5 Red two
(Sgt. Clayton) saw a F.W. 190 f‘lash across in front of him from port
side from out of sun. The F.W. 190 was travelling very fast and

g to throttle back as if the pilot had misjudged an attack
Sg‘c. Clayton was just about to attack it when he suddenly felt a
behind him followed by a cannon shell entering cockpit and wrecking
instrumefit panel. Another cannon shell then hit the engine and
pieces of the cowling flew off, All his controls were shot away and
4/C slowly went into a spin the rate of which quickly increased.
Sgte Clayton got his hood open easily and menaged to get out of the
A/C at about 5000 £t he fell about 2000 £t before he pulled the rip cord.
The pmrachute opened easily and he floated down slowly reaching the
water about & mile from position, his A/C went in. He released harness
Just after touchlnw water and inflated dinghy which worked perfectly.
He remained in ul'!fh“/ for about 3 hours before being sighted by two ,L/C
of 91 Sqdn and he was picked up by rescue boat and talfen into Newhaven
which he reached at 1715 hrs, Sgts Clayton is unburt and has now
returned to Hawkinge. Just before he was attacked he spotted another
FW 190 (about 500 ft above him 100 yds to port which probebly attacked
Red 1 F/Sgt. Campbell RCAF)s Sgte. Clayton saw the latter make a steep
climbing twrn to port just before his own A/C went into a spin. He saw
nothing further of r/o"f;. Campbell or his A/C but while he was floating
down by parachute he heard cannons and }/G's firing above him but could
see nothing. Red section received no warning of any bandits or friendly
4/C in 'chsm vicinity and Sgt. Clayton had no chance of taking any
evasice action. The FW 190's were coloured light yellow underneath with
dull camouflage above Swastikas on fuselage just behind cockpite
Weather - haze up to 10,000 £t patches of cloud between 3 and 5000 ft.
Visibility generally quite good. Our Cas. 2 Spitfires 5B missing,
1 pilot Sgt. Clayton RAAF safe and 1 pilot F/Sgt. Campbell RCAF missing.
Eneny Cas. NIL as far as is known.
No further report will be sents
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