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18/8/42
SERGEANT N, 0,MORROW, WIRELESS OPERAT O]

Sergeant Morrow left Australia on December 29, 1940 on
the "Empress of Russia" bound for Canada, He was in No. 8 I.T.8., course
and the f4#Eh Cenadian draft. He trained at No. 1 Wireless School,
Montreal and No. 1 Bombing and Gumnery School, Jarvis. He salled on
August 15, on the "California",a naval escort ship, for Iceland where
he spent a fortnight waiting for transport to England, He arrived at
@Greenock on September 15.

He was posted to No., 1 Signals School, Cranwell, where
he spent three months "kicking his heels". He was then posted to No.

4 (e) 0.7.U. at Silloth on December 23, 1941.

From Cranwell, 20 Australian gunners went to Silloth,
Ten Australian pilots amd three Australian observers were on the same
course, The original idea was to form a second Australian Hudson squad-|
ron but there was a shortage of observers so eight crews were made up
and posted to No. 459 Squadron, The remaining few went to R.A.F. units.

Sergeant Morrow crewed up with AUS F/0 R.H.Hornby, of
Sydney, Sergeant Jack M.Day, of Adelaide (Wireless Operator/Air Gumer)
and an English Observer. On March 22 they were posted to No. 48 Hudson
Squadron at Wick, They have done 140 operationd. hours on trips varying|
from three to eight hours in length, Operations included shipping
strikes, Norweglan patrols, convay escorts and shipping reconnaissance.

gergeant Morrow and crew did eight trips over Norway,
mainly in their first six weeks. The reat of their hours have been put
up mainly on anti-submarine patrols. At first their work was all low
level, they rarely flew above 50 feet.

gergeant Morrow's crew have never unloaded their bombs
and never seen an enemy sulmarine, and for the main part their work
is tedious and tiring.

Once over Norway they were attacked by enemy aircraft.
"We were stooging round over Bergen," said Sergeant iorrow. "We got
stuck in round the islands when we went to investigate some shore

lights, They started tossing up a lot of flak and tracer and two JUSSS

came up after us, They were evidently being directed on to us by the




2/
“rﬁcex‘ because one came head on and passed our starboard within 100
yerds. He thought he saw us because he switched on his landing lights.
We were right down on the deck but the cloud was pretty thick,"

Other sustraiians in the squadron are : F/0 H.W.McKenzie,
pilot, whc is acting Squadron Adjutant since being shot in the toe by
a Junkers, F/0 Normen Bourke, of Sydney. These two went tobthe sgquadron|
together with P/0 Maurice Martel and P/0 J.Vickers, who have both been
killed since., P/0 Vickers, said Sergeant Morrow, once brought his badly|
shot up plane back from Norway with the undercarriage gone and force
landed on a hillside without injury to any of the occupantse

P/0 George Knauer, pilot, and Sergeant {CMahon (Tasmania)
and Sergeant Retehford, (Victoria), both gumners, xmi are three other
Austrelians crewed up together.

gsergeant Pilot Andy Egan amde an attack on a submarine
using only m.g.. He was carrying no bombs so dived with all his guns
blazing end "shot the deck to pieces".

: 2
Another experienced R.A.A.F. pilot at wick is FYO

"goapy" Austin, of Vietoria, in 608 Squadron, now in the Shetlands.
P/0 Austin made one very succesaful attack on shipping in Bergen
Harbourwhen he straddled two ships with two sticks of bombs.
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