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Nazis failed to trick
Australian prisoner

Evening Standard Correspondent
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ggu. Iondon Release No, 1045 March 22, 1945

RAAF MEN FREED BY RUSSIANS

Six members of the RAAF - five aircrew and ocne ground staff -
ere smong Allied priecners of war released for captivity in Silesia
as a vesult of the Russian offensive, They sre (427136) Warrant
Officer M.J. Muirhead, Maylands, Western Australia; (427323)
,a\rrww:t Off] P.P, Hardwick, of Wembley Park, Western Australiaj
(428623) Flight Sergeant W.F, Sutherlsnd, of Melbourne; (426648)
Flight Sergeant C.A.F. Murray, of Brisbane; (426379) Flight

Sergeant 4.J., O'Leary, of Brisbane, and (6532) AC1 J. Goodall, of

Brisbane, They have now reached the Middle East from Odesse.
11 the members of the RAAF liaison office in the liiddle East,

headed by the Liaison Officer, Group Captein J.E. Graham, we
vy » B »

the released airmen a warm welcome snd they were re-eq

pped with
1 other necess
>se father a prisoner of wer in Malsya, wenbt
dle Best in July, 1940, with the first Australien
now £lying Mustangs with distinectio
wrisoner on April 8, 1941, at Fort Mechili, in

Cyrenaieca, while on loan as a ground wireless operator to an RAF
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luirhead wes shot following a raid on Koenigsberg in

,t—,'lgmgt, the Ger s interrogated him for eleven days. He 3
then put into a Silesian p N Camy rengined there until the
Germans began to ma eir prisoners westward because of il
victorious Russian snoe, He and two co
brick Xiln, where they were found by Poles

appeared ¢ luirhead ro into Karlsruhe on top

%o and slowly made

down in July) Herdwick (shot domn in June)
escaped together when being marched back. hey fell

» village, under plea of exhaustion, and waited there

fourteen days for the Russians, They were then merched back forty

five miles to a reception centre and later taken by motor lorry

and train to Poland and subsequently to Odessae

11 six escapees are well,




