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e ot
F. LANCASTER SQU. C 18
PRISONER OF WAR

ws has been received that Wing Commander R. A. Normen,
D.F.C., of Mildura, who was last reported missing after the raid on
Hanover on the night of 8 October, is a prisoner of wer in Gemmany. Relatives
have been informed.

Wing Camender Norman was fomerly commanding officer of

Australia's senior Lancaster squadron in Britain, took over on 1 September

last from ying Commender C. E. Mertin, D.S.0., D.F.C.  His last raid, on

which he led the Lencasters from his squadron to Henover, was considered as

highly successful the Australien aircraft reporting the target "well alight

vhen they left it.

Wing Commender Norman had completed a "tour" of operations on

Whitleys end Helifaxes, as well as heving carried out several operational
flights from conversion units, before he was posted to the Australian squadron.
His targets include several raids on Berlin and Stettin end meny on Ruhr targets.

He was awarded the D,F.C. in April, 1943, the citation describing

him o5 & courageous and skilful captain who throughout his many operations

had shown outstanding X ss and determination; his fine lead

hip as a
flight comender had produced a high standard of efficiency in both ground and

air crews.

After Wing Commender Norman was posted missing Wing Comender
F, Arthur, D.F,C. who was born at Kogarsh, New South Wales, wes appointed to
the commend, had been in command of a flight.

Wing Commander Mertin and Normen are both pilots; Wing Commander

Arthur is the first navigator to commend & R.A,A.F. bomber squadron in Britein,
Commander Normen was born at Mildura on July 3, 1916, and

like Wing Commander Arthur, was a bank official . He entered the R.A.A.F.

in May, 1940, and trained in Australia and Canada.

Until his laxt reid, Wing Commander Norman described as

his "most exciting experience of a pretty ordinary career" a Whitley reid

on the docks at Bremen when his sircraft was badly dsmaged by flak over the
terget. A big gash in a petrol tenk made it doubtful vwhether the Whitley

Wwould make base, but Normen succeeded in getting the aircraft hame,
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Flight Lieutenant Robert A.Nompan, of lMildura, one of

the moat experienced pilots in Bomber Commend, captained a Halifax
bamber on the 1,000-plane raids on Cologne and :Lssen,

He said that Cologne was Just a mass of flemes,and over
the target ares, the anti-aircraft artillery had been comple tely silenced
by the time he dropped his bombs, The great speed and menceuvrability
of the four engined bomber a;.ood him 4in gobd stead on his return journey
from Essen when he ran into an extremely heavy/ barrage of shells. He

dived, twisted and turned out of the flak and brought the Halifax hame

unscathed.




