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SECRET _ 28/1/L2

\‘ POSTINGS DIFFICULTIES

(nterviews with Aust/400029 Sergeant Laurence David ORBUCK and AUST/L402698
Sergeant AlTam NICHOLSON)

ACCOUNT GIVEN BY SERGEANT ORBUCK

Landed in England in September, 1941. Spent ten days at Bourne-
mouth at which centre conditions were satisfactory.

They then moved to No. 11 0.T.U., Bassingbourne, HartBordshire,
for air crew training on Wellingtons. It appeared that the R.A.F. at &hat
stage were short of observers but when the Australians arrived there was
such a heavy influx that the courses were overcrowded. They spent five or
six weeks instead of the normal fortnight before starting flying on the
Ansons, This was dlie mainly to bad weather. They were allotted to the pool-
of observers to wait for pilots for crewing up., Whilst in the pool they
got a considerable amount of leave, There was a call for six volunteers
to go to 20 0,T,.U.,, Lossiemouth, Morayshire, Scotland, The two members
thought that by doing so they would be crewed up more quickly.

On arrival at Lossiemouth they found that the school apparently
only wanted untrained men. The sergeants convinced the authorities that
they had done most of their training, Three of the six were thereupon
selected for a course from which they would almost immediately be crewed
up. The opher three, including Orbuck and Nicholson, were sent to do more
training in Ansons but were given a promise that they would be crewed up
with the next course.

On January 24, 1942, they were sent in from the satellite drome
to be crewed up with No. 43 course., When they arrived at the 0.T.U., howevd
er, they were told that they were not being crewed up as there were no
vacancies, They could get no assurance as to when they would be crewed ups
They exploited every avenue and eventually interviewed the Chief Ground
Instructor who told them that they were not wanted; that Australians were
not asked to come to the United Kingdom and that there were insurmountable
difficulties in the way of crewing up in the form of lack of aircraft;
lack of spare parts and failure to make the runways. Thereupon the Austra
ians asked for leave to proceed to London to place the case before the
A.0.C., Overseas Headquarters, R.A.A.F., London, They were told that if thg
Atistralian administration was what they thought it was they (the sergeants
would be sent back after being reprimanded.

Both men said that they were sick of doing nothing and spent
most of the day wearing their trousers out sitting in the mess. They were
told very foreibly by one officer that they werg one of thousands of air
crews, just a name, just a number, so far as they—Were concerned.

The sergeants said that there was a general feeling adverse to
Australians on the station.

The sergeants said that they would remuster to A.C.2's if they
could only get some work or go home. One suggested that he would have to
"Jjump" a boat in order to grab a rifle and do some good for Australia.




