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"BRITISH HERE! JAPS GONEL"

RANGOON P,0.W's SIGNAL BOMBERS,

When a flight of R.A.F, Liberators flew over Rangoon a few days ago,
en Austrelien bemberdier spotted hug roof-top signs painted by Allied priscners
of wer, proclaiming: "British here!" and "Jeps gone!"

The justralian bamberdier, Warrant Officer L.A. Payne, of Kilkenny (S.A.)
wes emong the first to drop medical supplies and food to the prisoners of wer
who hed been imprisoned in the Rangoon centrel gaol, The prisoners waved wildly
with their shirts as the heavy bambers circled low, Some clambered on to the
roofs, producing, mirsculously, a JUnion Jack,

When the aireraft had taken off early in the morning, the exact
military situation at Rangoon was unknown, "We didn't know whether the Japs
had gone or note,” said Payne,

"Our instructions were to try and get medicel supplies to the prisoners

in the central gaol. It was believed thatthe Japs had made some prisoners

n8rch aut, but others, who were sick, were thought to be still there, including
Britishers, Indiens and imericans,

"hese prisoners required aid until help arrived from the ground forces. Ve
approached the city warily, wondering what the score was, Then on the roof of
the gaol we saw & huge notice BRITISH HERE -- JAPS GONE.

"To make sure there wasn't any ack-ack, we circled at 1,000 feet and
then went low to drop our stuff into the gaol area, The prisoners started waving
like mad, Tt seemed as though there were about two hundred of them."

Crews of other bombers said they saw prisoners collecting the parcels

as they were dropped to them.
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