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AUSTRALIANS OVER TURIN

There were many Australians from e Lancester squadron of Bomber Commend

over Turin last night.

*The journey over the Alps was to me the highlight of the trip,* seid

F/Sgte J.E. Petersen, a bomb simer of Brisbene. "The mountains were covered

with clouds but through them great peaks jutted. They were suow topped and

looked just es if huge fingers were trying to reach up to touch yon. In the
flares over Turin it was as bright as day. After the Rubr the Italian anti-air-

creft fire seemed very poor indeed. We were able to make two bombing rums.

I was not satisfied with the first and asked for e second. We turned and

again went over the target. In all we were ten minutes level over the target.

We did not see a single ememy night fighter throughout the trip.”

*Fatigue and monotony ere the two things you have to fight on & long

flight like this,® said F/Sgt. H.h. Pender, a wireless operator of Perth,

ustralias "Some of us sang end at times we chatted es if we were in a

railway cerriage instead of an asircraft. After the Ruhr the trip seemed an

easy one to me.

"I was in the first lancester to bomb the target. You could see

everything plainly. The barrage, after what we know about barreges, was
nothing. All eround us we could see Lancasters flying in undisturbed formation.

We hit our objective without a doubt. Just as we released our bombs several

other aircraft bombed simulteneously. We did not see a solitary fighter

throughout the long trip. But I now feel as if I could go to sleep for a

fortnight.”

The attack is generally reported as highly successful. One Lancaster

pilot said, "It was quite easy to pick out the target. Tt was like flying

over a photograph. Ve dropped our 1,000 1b. bomb on a factory and there was

a yellowish flare which rose to 500 f£t.*
Other Australians who took part in the attack were:-
Sgt. K.E. Earris of Rose Bay, Sydney.

F/Sgt. V. Hegarthy of Portlingt s

G.J. Lightfoot of Victoria. Sg

F/0. E.0. Xane of Sydney. F/O.

Sgt. Go Hel stead of Townville, Sydney.
hustralia. F/Sgt. A.-E. Kan, of Melbourne.
.G. Osmotherly of Beechworth, Victoria.

«L. Sheppard of Merrywether, N.S

Sgte
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