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Experienges during Messines Ridge Battle, and the 9 months dating from
2th Jpgnuary 1917, to October 4th 1917, in Thé 2nd Australian
Casualty Clearing Station.

On the 4th of January I was sent to the 2nd Aust,C.C.S, stationed
at Trois Arbers, between Nieppe and Bailleul, I am efraid my idea of
a C.C.S. at that time was rather vague, Sb I was surprised to find
that it consisted of gquite an up-to-date hospital, in many ways,with
excellent applicances and X ray plant, The building consisted prine-
ipally of shacks. Nissen huts and tents all connected by duckboards
to keep out, if possible, the mid and slouch so well known in Northern
France,  There was little excitements the first three months, after that
the excitement never finished for a very long time, and while it lasted,
8o did the hard work.

The oatients in the wmrds often told us what was going to happen
fwhen we take Messines Ridge! We had heard of that ridge so often,
and the time it was going to be taken, that we only laughed when they
spoke off it, and decided the day had not yet dawned for "that ridge",
However, when the Ridge was really to be taken, we heard very little
about it. Carpenters arrived one morning and inmediately eommenced
working in various places., Our dressing room where patients had their
wounds attended to, on admission was enlarged to accomodate 10 tables
where it had previously held teo. Our operating theatre was also made
capable of rumning six different operating tables, Tents sprang up on
all available space, with duckboards leading to them, All necessary
equipment was instelled in them, Primug'were issued, often an additional
one in case of accident Then splints, bandages, pyjamas, blankets and
the hundred and one lsmall things needed #n a busy ward arrived by motor
transport, until we jmew that ridge really was going to be taken. A1l
patients able to travel were sent to the base, leaving us with practic-
ally an empty hospiflal with the exception of a few convalescents kept
for light duty, Dodtors, Orderlies and strecher Bearers arrived in
large numbers and o staff of sisters was made up to 20, including
3 sisters attached surgical Teams,

Of course, we were used to Bombardment, that the nolse which preceded
Messines Ridge Batt] was little noticed., For the bombardment hed
seemed perpetual for weeks and weeks., . Shells had bean bursting above
ug in the daytime, d with the noise of bombs a short distance away,
and anti air craft ns, we had little to learn of noise,

I was sleeping in & tent at this time, and it was from here, I heard
the noise of the mires blowing up, and felt the concussion of the earth
which preceded the Messines Battle,. We could not sleep after this
wondering how the Australians and other troops were faring., Wondering
1f they had won the hill, or were being slanghtered, and lmowing which

.ever wey it happened, we were bound to have hundreds of wounded coming

hortly. About 7 a.m, we heard the Ridge had been talen with light

casualties, and shortly after the first' wounded started to arrive. I
could'nt see where the light casualties same in, as all those stro:
healthy men ceme in dead, dying, unconscious snd moaning, We had a large
marque erected near the entrance much like a circus tent in its size.
There the: mounded were received, éxamined by an M.0., who erdered their
further disposal, After he had examined their condition, they were s
stripped of their bloodstained dusty kHiaki - parta of which had often
been slit up or cut eway to allow the doctors in the forward areas to
dress their wounds and give them injections of Anti Telamic Serum.
Their various privaté belongings were collected into a Dorothy bag beari:
their name and renk, The men were dressed in Red Cross Pyjames and
carried on stretchers to the dressing room and put on one of the ten
tables, which were constantly kept going during the days which succeeded
the battle.

Agein they were seen by another lMed.Off, who ordered their special
dressing and often dressed them if time permitted, and sent them to
different wards I may say the wards were many and varied. il

Perhaps it was straight to the Operating Theatre - in case of haem-
morrhage or abdominal wounds, Many of the boys coming in with a leg
blown off. Itwas firessed in the Ald Posts, a Tourniquet applied to stop
bleeding, and sent hurriedly to the C.C.S, in charge of an A.M,C. man,
for immediate operation., Sometimes they died ofi the way, and never reachd
the hospital alive. Then we had a post operative ward, a tre-operative
ward, resusitation, chest, abdominal, jaw, multiple wound, and lastly
a moribund or dying ward.
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