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THUED_AUST

Priday mx‘ah 28nd 1918 left Abboyvilleé by 10.40 tre
miens in company with five inglish sisters; including the uatron
waS an mstralian, but was with h)e > Aklj.u»f a party of 11.
rrived at umens, met two more iaglieh sisters, making the party 1
Reported at H0.42 Staf " 21, had a nunm a4 lunch at 2.0 D.fie
7 ambulances took us 3 10098 CeleS, which had loft Italy
three da; pre viously. The UOth C. o B8ituated at lericoult, a
S0 miles a Amlens. arrival wee were met by the C.0.
Col.low, who wus surprised to nsee us, ¢ B not been notified of
our coming.

The Hospitsl was taking in patients who woro broug
kotor lorxries, There was no accommodation Lo
only two wooden huts which had been fitted up witl tets to roceive
the wunded. e had te: in the Officers tent on ouw ] Pe e
after toa we picked up the blaskets and we six iwstralian sie
our stretchers down in the ,\"i,xn. hut, The second hut five
aiuturx uid likewise. Holf of the latter mut weo converted into a licss
sisters, A tent was pitehed for the might siaters, numbering
vitut partaking of tea we got into indoor uniform, made our beds
a8 told off for duty in different parta. leanhile heavy
ad been going on, and u stray Boche ieroplane camne Ovor mi\,h
caused & bit of a atir from the anti-airoraft guns arcund.
detailed off to the 0fficers hut, vhich constituted a square ut \'it' a
wooden frome covered over with canvas, allowing nine beds along one side
four lengthweys on the other side with three length ways on down the
centre, allowing just room for one to mve between ocuch bed. Five
Officers were admitted at once. They sat on one bed while another
1d myself made up the heds with one white sheet snd four
\ towel, soap and flaanel and pyjame allotted to esch
who by the way, did not wash as the water supil ransing
By 7.0 p.m $ho hut hed 15 fationts in, le vinz one cmpty bed
which we ket for un Ufficer who wem being operated upon snd hed n
ocome from tho Ahn( tre.

The wounds were mostly arms and legs, and not w
Menaged to scrape up cups snd bread snd butter so fed (rm i,
majority of them had hal mo food for two duysa. in le
all pationts in bed fast asleep. By now eight more
80 took them to a mch larger hut which held 54 beds
topether on the floor. sie F self knelt on the i
iile the o ) to undressing the helpless one:u,
the ut was full 0 Petm. eVoxyone comfortable. iad
nd bread and butter. £t sister to the ward while I
helped the walking patients who we: now pouring in by huadreds,
ohost, arms snd abdominsls all s where the,
been Sent on from Field Ambulence 0 KA108 sway.

The marquess muubercd only 6, which by now were uut
suffioiont fr the numbor which was ;umz-s. vr ine B 0TS Wer:
placed on the ground and four blankeis placed on egeh. ith the holp

0f several A.SeCe,boys who were attached,mansged to make quite forty
atrotchers 8 each patient came in ho sent,if sble to walk,

to the oouklm\uo.’h:re he mansged to get a oup of wu,um then he ledd
down on the first stretcher he came to. By 12 peme,there were ovor

200 stretchers on the ground, it .

wont on duty and found all béds in one mut vacated anl three ce

small ut - Lvecuation between & Geile aNd Uu0 8em. 800 pation
leaving by tral morning had a very sick pstiont; pulse
very wealk; . Thigh o £ Rt A radiel artery tied -
a Padre w D y ; 2 n for operation.
He suffercd f: sed fo 3 r on & box, got o blue
flame lamp uitr an elbow ol 6 chimney a nte: on to the 1

raised 1t so that the pipe got between oradle at foot of bed M)'lu three
hot water bags to give heat. The rotient rovived.
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eft 3rd A.C.Hospital on 22-3-1918 with five other Australisn tisters,
wét seven other Yisters at station, thirteen in sll incindim atron
forming the 38th C,0.S rain left sbbeville Yor smicas at 1o,
had dinoer 42ad Pritish Stationsry and left Amlens 2,15
jericourt, a dlztanes of 30 miles. Arrived dericourt
A-Bl)ui 4.30 + Wo were not expected, but were made very welceme by the
etaff; hed » oup of tea, put up our deds and weat on duty by & p.=. 1
was pat in the Pressing Station with snother Hister & iJedicel Offieer, the
wounded were Jusnt pouring in, AN, Chest & snlmost every kind of wound,
men walked ia with. In good nusber of casem the men colispwed and
fainted na scon as they got ineside, every und was dreseed;
rront t the Coloasl gave us pernission to mark upy the eards a
drecsed, except in cases where the Chest, AR hr
mvolv«a. then the medieal man sent as many ss to the
erd for operation, we had brandy which we gave “runly to the mem
i hot driaks of tea, eil ‘h’xh eould walk vent outside re thay had
ziven to them.

ftor we had been there about thirty oix hours food gave ous, apliate

were finished and we had very little dresaings. In many oases of brokea

e sad in e cases where the limbe were just bnny!n;, on by masele, all
we could 4o wes to bandage ms firmly ae possibdle, ; aa injeotion of
sorphis and tura the ease ints the padieck with a noe., ile of bisakets over
the patient. the men wore splendid, not one of th 4 sined, their
only trouble was to get away before the Germans he! risoners; in

cases as soon a8 they were dressed they started t" ®alk hoping that

of the transport or an ambulanes would plek them wp. ¢ hed very
dtth acao: odaﬂun. six marquees snd two hits ia all, om fevez hundred
to one thousand stretoher oames in the paddoek.

ing of the 23rd betwesn 5 & 6 . oléters, guns ead
transport ind started to pass our U.0.5. retresting from the

front linss, sll the soldiers looked sbasolutely tired out, ove he horses
looked dome; mingled with the Army were Civilisns, in meny cases o very
o0ld folk snd childyean in oarts, sll absolutely paaie ~trisken fiying for
their lives, the firing and bowbardeent was terrifie.

bout 8 s.m. on the 24th Colouel salé ke could not isks in say more
wounded an - hed over 1000 strotoher cases and vary iitile dressings left
and we coul 33 6 t¥aia or any transpert to take away cur wounded,
we had ao faod and very little water snd the enemy were on the rallway
and only then five miles awey. It was terrible te rea the diatress of the
tients, thelr ome ory was would they get ewdy before the Nuns taok them
prisoners.

e were all terribly xwly. oh was reslly a very good thiag, om
we had no tize to think, J} ing our best, ioh seemed se very 1ittle,

jn the morning of the 24th sbout 4.30 a.m. the Colenel el
get s szall hené caseand be in the Ambulance in a yuarter of
togo to Abhevillie, that th hoped to geot a traian in shortly

patients sway, 1f not, they were going to stay with t}mm.

e arrived in ibbeville sbout midday, reportad et the Jurses®
H0.3 sbout 1 p.m, oft the Hoapilal again 25th, &
Statien a.m. - waltad on “tation for train till
arrived at iwleas oBe, Toportod at Jo.42 fritish stationmary,
then bed = good tea at the Buffet at Station. v 'chu.nmm about
6.30 pow, for Corble; arrived there sboat 8 Peide, Wors 4 that we would
have to fly aext day, but hopod the Huns would be ntq,,pur\. were ove rjoyed
to find cur baggage theve, mine was gunn all right, some of the ris
hed hed theire looted, ome 1ittle inglish Sister io2t sll her luggage.




APPENDIX (/

A e put our beds dowa and some of the girls went on duty, I went to
bed and was oalled at 3 a.m, ., ware vory busy, the wounded were coming
ia feat, some of the oases had a pad tied over their wounds with ties,
putties, hondkerchiefs. There was no Field  ressing station in freat of
us, overy men had %o have an injection of A.T.8. and in many oases Worphia
was injected alwo. One canse, a severe abi. cnse, was carried in %y
four of his pals » distonce of ten mile: the case wae hopeless, wa

scked him with hot water bags, inj. uorphla; he dled shortly after being
admitted. The Hospital this time was petehed nesr the ruins of some
014 mill, ve had our dressing station ina large room, sppesred to be a
bara, snother two atorey place we had for our Theatre and where we put
our severe cases.

© had seven bell tents ereoted for our use, but were told not to
unpack enything but our beds as we might have to go any time, our temts
wore pitched on & very pretiy site - ameng gum trees on the benk of &
canal; the Ufficera’ tents were pltohed the other side of the cenal.

it § p.m. on the 26th an Amdbulance train came & took all our cases
away and we were told to get ready te leave for Abbeville at very short
noties; sinost inmedistely two inbulanges csme along to take us sway,we
were told that we could each take two Xiwmwm pleces of luggsge, luekily
1 hed nome uniforms, sprons & other clothing in one oase i vome collars,
stoekinge, handksrehisfs © writing case in the other. bui hed te leave all
"y treasuress, such as photos, suups i've collected from all parts, books,
boots, bed & bedding and all my summer uniform; »tili we are very thaakful
to have got uway with what we have as we were toid by meme wounded that
Just omme iu that the Germane were coming over thr ridge just two miles
bahind ua, and that all the bridges were to be blown up lumediately.
in wo oame through Corbim the village was deserted by all the Civilisas,
only soldiers, guas & emmuaition to be mpem; all L 1
ere ready to be blown up at any moment, one Tommy rushed to our Car

25ve 82 & 1iltle canary in & osge which liss HoCarthy clained when we
reached Abbevi le.

Fe met guite a number of Hew Zsaland boys on the outakirts of Corbie,
it was lovely to see these bepa biz fellows helping the 0ld women and
their bundles slong. hey were all 3o oheery sad sssured us that the
Germane would not geot say farther,

is we flew along towards imiens we could see huge explosions & fires,
@14 not go through smiene - just the ontlying parts; ceemed quite deeerted.|
About #.45 p.m. we could see the seroplanes over iulens and the explosions
in the air. .

enched ibbeville about midnight, reported at the Club whore we
stayed the night; we were Serribly dusty, tired and all feeling rather
miserable. jur dntrom, Hise Grieves, A: Australian, was splendid, all
through it all she was here, there and everywhere, helping in every way
and always so cheerful.

Our Colomel snd the Medieal 0fficers were splendid, they never reasted
day or night, when they were not dresaing or attending the wounde hey
were round the paddook giving drimks & tucking in the stretoher ea .

The Orderlies were splendid, they never hed sny rest day or night,
the work they did wae splendid, and were prepared for anything.

e had a Burgleal Team of Canadisns and two Canndions - %
shelled out of their own atation,

t Uderdoocurt our Staff consisted of Twelve medieal officers, sizteen
Sieters, uatron Sixty odd mem & H.0.08m. At Corbie twelve Lediesl
0ffieers, katrom & twelve Sisters and seme staff of men and

(fgd) Ella HJedan.
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