





Sister SCANIAN R.R.C.

Shw was trained in the Perth
Western Australia in charge of S i
end Night ’:ugerihtendent erth Hi 1 out.
She sent in her name in 1915 to 3{ uperintendent
of the Commonwealth Nursing Service - afterwards Metron-in-Chief.
he Nurses did Bot know anything of the A.I.F. or other
Services; they did not know that t might be detailed for service
with the British Nursing Service. v were notified to report to
the Lady Superintendent as soon as p! le about a fortnight later.
There were about 46 in Australie at that time who were selected for
duty with the R.A.M.C. Scanlan was told that she was detailed
ice with the British Service — she was not on the reserve.
t that time and meny other: ce heve been to the
ng Service. Sister Sce jes told that she would be
th £40 per year salery,-a be fitted
n London. “She went 1n her orm and
915 by the "Nooltan" with many s Nurses
under Colonel Fiaschi.
y called in at Bo and General Baptie saw them and
got as far t, There in ¢ ve of the R.A.H.C.
g S; n, I _suppose but she_took no
Tes and we did not have td go to her at all about
hing, There were troops on bo and the Sisters were detailed
do duty; their rank was equivalent to the A.I.F. Sisters, only
that they wear st . the Staff Nurses w ear none;
the Sisters w 0 ¢ Matron wears one Cuff. _
There i ig crowd, 46 #Q.A.I.M.N.S (Reserve)
There was a number of extra SiSters for Egypt with the A.I.F.
1t was thought at that time that there wes & special selection
of trustworthy Nurses to be detailed from Imperial Q.A. Service.
They @isembarked at Suez end entrained at 4 a.m., there was no
Breakfest, and they had nothing to eat till 1 o'clock on the
shopé. The Ceiro girls had their meals though they travelled on
the same train. They caugh train at Suez and arrived at
Cairo at 8 o'cloc! they y liss tron-iniChief,
and allotted to different als.” ! he 15th Generel
Hospital were t he Regina Hotel for dinner, amd a few were
sent to the Hotel- france to live. v got to bed at 1 a.m.
and were celled at 6 a.m., had breakf a.m. at the Regine
Hotel. The Motor Ambulance was waiting and_ they went off to the
Hospitel a hell of a hurry. Our Australien’ clothes went out
to Abassia in Alexendiia, where the Matron was Miss Grierson.
The¥ were put into a Surgicel fiard with 100 Beds and only two
Sisters; the Surgical ceses were from Gallipoli; —these were
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te, Severe cases. They had long nights end had no time off
duty for a month. There were cases of all sorts; Acute Australian
lases. All the worst cases went there first; all the ba
fustralian Cases went there first before going on to Cairo. The
rriving at all hours; Femu ecad Cases, and all

e cases were almost al B s ; the worst
con ils Gaza fighting. Ca one of the
who hed most to do with the Acute Cases. lany of the
i just the Dressings applied in the field, no other
essi i en done. fiost of the wounds were in & very bad
condition uch Ges Gangrene. llost of the Femurs were in Listen's
Splints;  these were put up in "Hodgens" and soue in "Hey Groves".
Wle were using irrigation quite eerly, with Carbolic end SalineNz
we soon after used Ensol, and later, the arrel Dakin.
£11 the Surgeons used "Aret Dressings" and the wounds
> not bandaged. The improvement with Tifso s wonderful. I
working there in June 1915 when the conditions had im*gr%vem
As s00; the cases were fit, and some ry soon, we sent hem
away O count of pressure.  lany lustralians were sent off on
Hospitalg ships at once to 1ta or m‘naZ_Land or somewhere; some
Justralians went on to Cairo.  Hiss Grierson wes liatron. Vie had
a fair number, (20), of Australian Nurses. We got on well at once
with the British Nurses. The only "Regulars" were the latron and
the Assistent Matron. Discipline was fairly strict. There was an
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Tinspection daily by a Major. Gengfal BAPTIE inspected occasionelly

hgsi ?sion was, that the lustrelian 7
'\urses was d& ¥ely be{ter than ge of the British - and
‘the llatron-in-Charge, Miss. ar1srson, w11 bear this out - especially
in Abdominal Cases; they seem to have more Lonﬁdeme and were
better.workers. The Surgeons always use’a/ustrnhun lurses for
Abdominal Cases. The British uuroes were not of the seme training
as the fustralians, especially in the later period. We did not
work with Australian Officers, I was at No. 15 General till
Aebruary, 1916. I left in & Hospitel f for_the Persian Gulf.
The Assistant Matron went as llatron and she selented her own Staff,
and asked me to go. The Ass istent katron was liss. Stewert.
went ug as far as the Bar, near Bazra, in the Gul

rokes. _lie brou,rht ‘down Townsend's men from Kut-

lhe Turks had bombed the Hospital end the cases were in & bnd e
very ill-fed and ill nour shed. ~ The heat in the Gulf was so X
that many of the ship's crew were down with Heat Stroke. The
Staff of ledical lien were always getting sick and had fo be changed.
The Nurses not so. This was very definite and was a very %1r1k1ng
fact. Also, the men coyld not stand the heat down in the Vards; the|
Nurses had to and did. (Noge: Compare this observation with No
3 A.G.H. at Lemnos, when the same phenomena was kede A.G.B. ¢ qﬁ; ’
This is important )

fie werethen IrOm rebru;ry till September 00111[" trips the
whole time - 10 days tec a - took the cases to Hombay; were
10 days going from Bombay tc he Gulf. Loaded Ja%e= ?d got back
in 10" days. lrver 00 o2

On e other Australian Sister, Sister Ryan,,- she latel
la%ned the A.I.L'- - but she did not gni on with ¥he British at the

itadel.

SiStErS Bridgemen and Gibbs, both from Western Australia,
were both workin % on the "DONGOLA". "There was a terrible
temperature znd t e% had to zig-zag the ship to get air; it was
terrlble LA" ran out of ice, and uon”equentlv had

aps of Cd%es of Heat Stroxes. This was about July
doneoon mont}“ tern er&ture 124 deg. to 130 deg. le did uot go
ashore at al he llatron was very strict, and if we went on
shore we wouié hwe bad to come back for me(,is, and it was not
worth while. We were, however, trusted on board,sa¢ I have found
that the Australian Matrons on A.I.F. Boats are freuuently running
round. Our liatron wes very fond of the Sisters; she worked very
herd herself, and had no red tape. We came inté meals in the
hot weather wirth capes, etc.

Th s an operating Theatre on board but few operations

wa
were done. rly all the_cases after 'lovm%end's il%htmp were,

Sickness, Heat-Strokes, lia z. 1 had the Hea utrme Cases;
gave them continuous 1rr1?‘at10n= end Iced Water. I had a Case a
tempereture of 113 deg. for 3 days; hex died. fie had on one of the
bad trips a great number of deaths - 7, but most of the troops
were all 0.K. On the same trip the mDONGOLA" hes 20 deaths.
Not many queu‘urv Jases and these were recovering. lie hed Heat
Cases ware as a rule ?oorl_v
L s Natives, no Australiens.
tucker ourselves; quarters wer
in some} 2 in others. Cabins were very smell; Bathing ar
poor. e were all very fit and well and liked the work and were
kept busy, but could do it. We had 9 ses and 1 latron - 1
end 4 Hedical Offi ] A lledical Urderlies.
s

it would hevg id 8 more Nurses. Some are very
good in the Theatre, and espeuahw the Fegulars; they are very
od. The boys are not_very keen on it and yo nnot” expect much
from them at nursing. Lately they have been } and are simply
no good. J»(wa, Ty b tenenrnsd
3 fie hed %ateh Tennis in the morning when cool gromg from
Bombay., We did not heve m@@h time when/mreturaing,
patients. On the return tnf we dlh not go near the “fierds till
the day bdore arrivalad- .
In September 1916 1 .vent to the Citddel General Hospitel;




3 The Matron wes Miss. Dodds, R.R.C., 2nd in Command in Egypt. She
has been there ever since except for a_tour in Palestine, which took
4 da;_/s. 1 got to Jeruselem 1n July 1918. -The b‘urgicai ward
wes there for the big fight et Xmas in the Operating Theatre.
fie took in Surgicel, Dysentry and lalaria; we had & good nurse
for our Surgery. lie had 1 Sister to 240 Cases with 3 Orderlies.
The Convoys were erriving up to 11-12 p.m. We want on sclidlir o
without a stop. The wounded just poured in.  April 19th; 191%.( ?
wes the worst daz, when there wes & bit of a muddle<temeral PG
liurray wes sent back through it. It took about 2-3 days to get X
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straight through on trains - that wes at first. later in the
fight they went to the C.C.S. and we pot them 3-6 days later.
iie used then to keep them some time and could see the results of
ti;e operations. Later they sent them to England on- Hospital
ships.

Oi[ihe'rem The wounded came across the Desert on Cemels and then

At first we hed to send a lot of Convalescents to some
o0ld buildings; we left the Acute ones in Hospital. e were lent
15 Queensland’ A.I.F. Nurses temporarily in December 1917 - the
time of the Jerusalem Fight - I was theatre Sis ter then. There
wes 1 Theatre, 1 Uperating d 15-20 Operations in a
day, even more. (Note: This pared with the Records of
the 3rd. A.G in Frence, M- ave had 60-70 Cases on
4 tables at & tine#4m)iie hed Sister Bridgeman and Gibbs with us

on the Q.A.I.K . and Sister Bottrell another.

[ Australi %uod patients but are most untidy. The
poor old T 11 keep things tidy and dok it patiently, while
[ ) the fustrali ill growl. They are very untidy. In the Imperial

Hospitals the tidiness of the fiards is thought es very important;

patients heve to keep them both clean and tidy.

The Australians did well as cases; I did not see any
special evidence of ease or wounds as regards severity. The
lustraliens can work with the best; if you wanted & thing done
you got an Australisn to do it.







