ALmaad

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
STATUS

OPEN

aT ALESTINE
HISTORY OF ROYAL FLYING CORPS IN SINAI & PALESTI]




_.On January'lst. the ROYAL FLYING CORPS in




the 1
receive

conveniently divided int

&th, including
{ Position

a3
KOSHALL
1NALl Border

alions at

os




ition

nd bef ore
orks
by

sbrusry thie practically stationary
enstructed to SHELL. L uri
hdrew froa A

the night of 4h/5th.
pesiti and withdrew the
ourhocd of 'v.‘J, ving

cuated the
garrisons

lumne
againet 1 n re=ccoupied
since the vogi eneuy ir

the coluzn from ERI1S

y e R.F.Co was
Luring January the whole

far north LEH and s far Zast as
resonneitreds L
rre vis$ +

the JORDAN was THLEHRM and

PN of 463 miles lastin
urs)y o 5 0f ko defeuces of J LEM
located that w

ore
defoaues were

e following

subsequently
49%h. was found

t oxamine
ovember juring our advance the report of January
to be entirely accurate.
ove, practically uil reliabie informatic
tained by the
ularity 1
squi pped nes superi
.8 3 dawn
of RAFA the operations te NEKHL
ove, operated with all three
ment being ILIA for the
¢ § Contact
alsc carried operation towards KHAN=YUNUS
tunities fow.

out continucusiy fro

for

battl the first oceasion
~operated with the Artiliery in
was that of the Smoke Ball,
enca to specified tra
available.

on whish
erations.
and general

ots lettered on

s real o

the plan,

operations, ambulance work

ie RuF.Ce 3 Bovereiy wounded man requiring an

lmmediate operation was brought back to the Aerodrome, &
miles over

1dded to the

distance
the Desert.




the two
and co=operatior

carried out.

co-opsration rriod ! Artillery

oriode

9graphy. he

the necessity of supplementing
co-operation

paical Section at

he object of remidying the dofi

sttle of RAPA, lottered for

wapping

Topogr o on th g . h n 1eVOr necessary
their experience the

the course

poriod msp of GAZA was
otographs filn eanera

eruine the cours.

acks we
t 1 machine
were th 5 A that

gun fire and 8o succpssful
the enemy removed Hond Guarters ing Corpe from
t plos ulk of © an unkno

. s of our

hat 4t
© suspend active bombing t r the time
enemy had {ormed upon

bour Corpe 5 t its

I relaxed upon five occasidas
hen very success tacks > made on r
Aerc 4

R0 tweon th and 9th March the R. was salled upon
to carry on a continuous offensive againet 1 # and
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% Prisoners subsequently reported that 3 ememy machines were
destroyed in the raids on the l4th & 15th.
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D PERIOD.

woen the 9th March and 25th March the enemy streng thened
defences around GAZA, HAREIRA snd BEERSHEBA and proceeded with
uction of m branch railway from the main iine st TINE,
TINE ‘towards GAZA (firet reported by the R.FeC. March
7th when rallhead was only 1 mile from TINE).

On the 26th:our forces attacked and surronded GAZA, but
they were withdrawa on the following morning and on the 28th the
hole of our force was withdrawn to the South bank of »the GHUZZE.

About the 9th April large reinforcements were seen to the

the CAZA-HARTIRA Paud.

e 4 April the MAN nd SHEIKE ARPAS Ridges were
astacked and carried by our troops and on the 9th our line was
furthor advanced on tho right to SHEIKH AJLIN and SAMSON Ridge.

WORK OF THE R.F.C.

From $th to 25th M the BeFeCe reconnoitred both
tagtical photograp o taken of the GAZA, HAREIRA
BETRSHEBA Defences trenc re prepsred of the two
the Topographical
of the railway from SHERIA tc¢ JUNCTION
also determined by our photograp Bomb attacks
_JUNCTION STATION, RAMLEH and the railwwy line North

v Two flights of No«67 (Australian)
Squadron were et shed at RAFA with a view to co-operating
in the GAZA operatlons, the remaining machines of the Wing
daily from RAFA and returaing to KILO 143 in the
The duties of the Wing during the Battle consisted
patrol work, artillery co-operation, strategical
ange, bombing and tile aireraft pa ALl
duties were carried cut successfuily, Five separate
bodles of snemy reinforcements were reported as concentrating
on CAZA on the afternoon of tho 26t worning of the
27th our hines detected & celuw y 6 miles long
warchiy « BUREIR &n bodies were located,
ux‘: conve he town. A xcrus of 2000 was locuted near
SHEIKH AB fiernoon, and its yresence reported in time
to enable reinfore ts to be brought up to this point.
bomding was done on the 27th and through=-
troope were aitecked with machine gun

co=operation flights vere made during
the three days, put‘uc\uar}.u good results sgainat enemy infantry
in aassed formation being cbtained on the 27th when on thres
separaie occusions the fire of our dix:y-;vuu.‘.rs vas directed
on targets of this nature und casuiltiss amo@nting %o about
fifty per cent inflicted on the troops.

uring the thres @ays enomy aireraft were particularly
motive, seversi indecisive combuts occuring on each day., On
the 26ih u two-seater biplane was driven down out of control
by one of our Martinsydes and seen to crash on landing near
BEERSHEBA. On the 27th ome of ob» artillery zachines was
ariven down, pilot and cbserver both being wounded, the former
fatally.

tween the lst and 2nd Battlss of GAZA. Artillery work was
now added te the ordinary routine of tactical and strategical
reconnalssnace, co-operation taking place dsily in the
registration of targets. At the sams time a very large number
of photographs were being taken tosemable the 1/40,000 Map of
GAZA which was being compiled from air photographs to be brought
up to date.
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Fro ov enemy wachines begsn once more Lo appear overs our
lines,and on s agsions endeavoursd to interfere with

seonn: i s ines but invariably emdeavoured to aveld emgag
ent vith the Bristel Fighters. iwenty two comdats occurred between
Hovember 24th and the end of the year . In these oix enomy machines
re known to have gone down oui ¢f control,in two cmses the wings

g off in the air. One piict engaged s formation of six and brok

¥ 2 ne wachine do of control. Anvther pliot drove down
thres ene chines & engagements Another pilot en fopr sepssmts
sep te oc ien sued my wachi lmest to the ground sway
from their serodrome, In ocas case h tacked pilot and observer(when
on ground)and hit one of them.
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STATISTION
of

ASR. SQUADRON, AUSTRALIAN FLYING

Tedsl nunbar of hours flown sinoe Squudron's
lageption to 28th.January 1919,

Tetul number of photographic Plates exposed
Total Area covered by phetography
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