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e COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

MXY 440.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE.

No. //‘4 é/ﬂoﬂ%‘/ MELBOURNE. S.C.1

MEMORANDUM for:-

The Secretary,
Department of the Army.

MAJOR JOHN MATHER - AWARD OF UNITED STATES DECORATION

Attached 1s copy of a letter, dated 13th August,
from the United States Naval Attache to the Prime Minister,
regarding the proposed award of the Legion of Merit, degree
of Officer, to Major John Mather, Australian Military Forces,
for outstanding services with the United States Forces
during operations on Guadalcanal during the period 4th
November to 4th December, 1942,

2. Early advice would be appreciated as to whether
the bestowal of this award 1s concurred in, having regard
to the rules for acceptance of foreign honours.
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UNITED STATES NAVY

Office of Naval Attache and Miller House
Naval Attache for Air to the 367 Lt. Collins St.
American Legation, Canberra. Melbourne, C.l. Vie.
Australia
CONFIDENTIAL
13th August, 1943

The Right Honourable
John Curtin,
Prime Minister
CANBERRA, A.

C.T,

Sir:

I have the honour to inform you that I have been requested
by the Navy Department of my government to ascertain whether the
acceptance of the following award by the person concerned would be
agreeable to the Australian Govermment. The following extract
from the communication I received from the Navy Department is quoted
for your information.

"...In recognition of his outstanding service with the
Second Marine Raider Battalion during operations on
Guadalcanal, November 4 to December 4, 1942, it is de-
sired to award the Legion of Merit, degree of Officer,
to Major John Mather, Australian Army. Major Mather,
who was designated Chief of Native Scouts for the
aforementioned period, demonstrated great loyalty,
energy, courage, and fortitude. Through his devoted
efforts the battalion was constantly well informed as
to trails and other terrain features and as to the
location and condition of the enemy. When a native
scout was wounded Major Mather, with complete disregard
for his own safety, went to him and administered first
aid. His coolness under fire and his excellent Jjudge-
ment were a source of inspiration to all with whom he
came in contact.”

Will you please advise me accordingly in order that I
may transmit the information to my government.

Respectfully,
(sgd.) L.D. CAUSEY

Captain, U.S. Navy
Naval Attache.




AUSTRALIAN MILITARY MISSION
LROSRINAVY BUHIING
ONSTITUTION AVENUE
WASHINGTON,D. C

TELEPHONE EXEGUTIVE 1940

Lt-Col JOHN V., MATHER

Reference: ANMM memo“of 27 Jun 50
AHQ OL361 of 3 Aug 50
L7 Enclosed herewith is a copy of the letter received by
AMM from the Commandant of the US Marine Corps in comnection with
the presentation of the Legion of Merit to Lt-Col John V. MATHER.

2 It is regretted that this copy was omitted from our
previous letter.

ier
AUSTRALIAN ARMY REPRESENTATIVE
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CentraL 7185
MXY 440
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
(MILITARY SECRETARY)

ALLIED LAND FORCES HEADQUARTERS

Quote in VICTORIA BARRACKS

Reply Melbourne, S.C.1.
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. GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
3 SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

AP0 500,
AG 200,63 (26 Feb 44) 26 February 1944,

SUBJECT: Legion of Merit Award,

TO : Commander, Allied Land Forces, Southwest Pacific Area,
Victoria Barracks, Melbourne, Victoria,

1. The inclosed Citation, Certificate of Award, and Legion of Merit
in the degree of Officer, which were forwarded to this headquarters from
the Navy Department via South Pacific Forces, are forwarded for presentation
to Major John Mather, Australian Military Forces,

2, It is requested that this headquarters be advised when presenta=-
tion has been made,

For the Commander-in-Chief:

f

o7 I

' B, M. FITCH,
Colonel, A, G. D,,
Adjutant General,

3 Incls:
Incl 1--Citation for Legion of
Merit,
Inel 2--Certificate of Award,
Incl 3--Medal, Legion of Merit,
Degree of Officer, No, 3464,







DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

CANBERRA. 0

v
25th February, 194l.

MEMORANDUM to:-

The Secretary,
Department of the Army,
Victoria Barrcks,
MELBOURNE.

With reference to your Teleprinte
D549 of the 3rd February, 1944, attached
herewith is copy of a letter received from the
American Legation regarding Award of Legion
of Merit to Major Mather. A copy of the
citation awarded Major Mather was forwarded
on the 6th January.

W K. L£6¢§5i:f;6

Secretary. =
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send his application through this office
I will be pleased to forward it with a
certificate to the effect that we hold
in our files copy of citation of award
received from Washington in his case."

Sincer f yours,

For the Minister:

Jdohn R.

selor of
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,
CANBERRA.

6th January,

to:

ecretary
Department of the Army,
MELBOUR!
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your information and records.
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THe Secretary,
Department of External Affairs,
C.

shC.T.

MAJOR JOHN MATEFR - AWARD OF UNITED STAT: DECORATION.

7ith reference to your memorandum received on
18th August forwarding copy of & letter of 13th August from
the United States Naval Attache regarding the proposed award
of the Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer, to Major J.V. Mather,
Australian Military Forces, I desire to inform you that, after
conslderation of a recommendation submitted b; the Department of
the Army, the Minister concurs in the proposed award.

The Department of the Army has furnigned the following
personal particulsrs relating o this officerts

F60363

Lieutenant (Temporary Major)

MATHER, John Vaughan

34 Australien Infantry Battalion

Seconded for special duties

16:‘1 August, 1903

) ¥rs, Jean C, Mather (Wife)

¢/0 John Reid Ltd.,
Watt Street,

Newcastle, N.S.W,

Lieut., (T/Major) Mather was first commissioned
fficer of the Austrelian Engineers on the
vary, 1924, serving as a Lieutenant until the
lath t-ny, 1928 when he resigned his commisslon.

On the 7th March, 1935, he was again comnissioned
in the Australian Engineers and on the 28th January, 1938,
transferred to the 34th Australisn Infsntry Battalion, being
promoted temporary Captain on the 12th April, 1940 and
temporary Major on lst December, 1941,"

s It would be appreciated if you would arrenge for & copy
>f the cltetlon to be wade avsilaple to this Department and to the
Department of the Ammyi




Memorandum fori-

The Secretary,
Department of Defencéas

MAJOR JOHN MATHER - AWARD OF UNITED STATES DECORATION.
With reference to your Department's memo S85.690¢

of the 18th August, 1943 and the attached letter from the
United States Naval Attache to the Prime Minister, it 1s ad-
vised that this Department has no objection to the bestowal
of the aw proposed by the American Navy Department on
Lieut. (T/Major) Jchn Mather whose personal particulars are
as shown hereunderi-

FUMBER NBO363
RANK Lleutenant (Temporary Major)
NAMES MATHFR, John Vaughan
URIT 34 Australian Infantry Battalion
Seconded for special duties
DATE OF BIRTH 16th August, 1903
HOME ADCRESS Mrs, Jean C. Mather (wife)

NAME
OF NEXT OF KIN ¢/0 John Reid Ltd.,
watt Street,
Newcastle, N.S.W.

Lieut. (7/Major) Mather was first commissioned as
an officer of the Australian Englneers on the lst February,
1924, serving as a Lieutenant until the 14th May, 1928 when
he resigned his commission.

On the 7th March, 1935, he was agaln commissioned
in the Australian Engineers and on the 28th January, 1938,
transferred to the 34th Australlian Iafantry Battalion, belng
promoted temporary Captain on the 12th April, 1940 and temporary
Major on 1st December, 1941.

AL, SEC
(F. R. Sinelair)
Seocretary.
/8/1943.
Brigadier
VMILIPARY SECRETARY
/8 /5 -
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. . AUSTRALIAN MILITARY MISSION
THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF BUILDING
CONSTITUTION AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C,
27th January, 1943
VIA PACIFIC SAFE_HAND AIR AQ802/35/24

Dear A.G.,

I forward for your information and
any action you consider suitable a file of
correspondence concerning the appreciation of
the services of Major John V. Mather, Australian
Army, whilst operating with First U.S. Marine
Division in the Solomons. No doubt further
information regarding the services rendered by
Major Mather could be obtained from First Marine
Division, which, I understand, is now located
in an area more accessible to you than to me.

Yours sincerely,

S amil AR
%,« A A >

Lieutenant-General.
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY MISSION

Maj. Gen. V.P.H. Stantke, 0.B.E.,
Adjutant General,
Land Headquarters,
MELBOU
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First Marine Division
Fleet rine Force
C/o Postmaster, San Francisco, California.

7 December, 1942
DIVISION CIRCULAR)
: Citation of 2d Raider Battalion
NUMBER. . 38a-42 ) for outstanding service.

. From the operational records of this division it appears
that the 2d Raider Battalion, while attached to this division, took
the field against the enemy at Aola Bay on 5 November, 1942. For a
period of thirty days this battalion, moving through difficult
terrain, pursued, harried and by repeated attacks destroyed an
enemy force of equal or greater size anddrove the remnants from the
area of operations. During this period the battalion, as a whole
or by detachments, attacked the enemy whenever and wherever he could
be found 1in a repeated series of carefully planned and well
executed surprise attacks. In the latter phase of these operations
the battalion d royed the remnant of enemy forces and bases on
the upper Lunga River and secured valuable information of the
terrain and the enemy line of operations. In these battles the
enemy suffered 400 killed and the loss of his artillery, weapons,
ammunition and supplies whereas the battalion losses were limited
to fifteen killed. For the consummate skill displayed in the
conduct of operations, for the training, stamina and fortitude
displayed by all members of the battalion and for its commendably
aggressive spirit and high morale the Commanding General cites to the
1st Marine Division the Commanding Officer, Officers and Men of the
2d Raider Battalion.

A.A. VANDEGRIFT
Major General, U.S. Marine Corps.

To: Major John V. Mather, Australian Army,
Chief of Native Scouts on the above expedition.

With my appreciation for the cooperation and
information which made this operation pos

EVANS F. CARLSON,
CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY: Lt. Col., U.v.m.4., Comdg. Bn.

/s/E.X. LEGG

u’
Ensign, I.V(S) U5.N.R.

III,
>




