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PORT

0.C.Troops H.M.A.R."Argyilshire”

1 DEPARMURE, Left Sydney 2 P.M.31~10~16, (Major W.B.Carter, f=A/0,0.
2 DATE OF ARRIVAL AND SATLING FROM INTERMEDIATE PORTS,

Troops

Arrived Fremantle 8~11=16,
Departed Do, 9=11=16. (L$~001,C, R, Bavies, C.0. Troops
enbarked),

Do, 1=12=16,
Arrived Freetown (S8ierra Leome) 13-12-14,
Departed Do, o 20~12«16,
Arzived Dakar (Semegal) 22-12-16,
Departed Do Do 27=12=16,

3 DATE AND PORT OF DISEMBARKATION,

:rr%n; Plymouth 2,30 a.m, 9=1=17, Disembarked at Devonport
0=1=17,

, ely to their assidyous efforts,The senior
Medieal OfficerCapt.C, C.Humphries) performed two success~
ful Appendieitis operations during the voyage,ome of the
patients being a member of the Ship's orew,

Five hours a day was devoted to training,a longer time not
being possible owing to the meals of Officers,N.C.0's,and men
all being at diffevent hours,Training included Physical
I’!xeroun,)lunkotry Instruction, (cm-ny theoretical as only |
80 Rifles were on boaxd,these being utilised by Unite in tur )
Bayonet Fighting, (by Units with dumny bayonet outfit),
Lectures both to men and Officers,

6 DISCIPLINERYITH SPRCTAL REFERENCE TO PORTS OF CALYL,The diseipline on
beard has generally been very good, At Fremantle § men failed
to resembark of those granted shore leave,but no adverse
xéport was received of the behaviour of the remainder while
on shore,

At Durban full leaye ashore was granted to all troops on the
2 days of our stay.One man only failed to re-ombark and the
behaviour of the men while ashore was excellent,

At Capetown,leave was granted to all the troops for a few
hours while the ship was in dock,The men again behaved extre:)
~ely well and when the ship left the wharf at 5 p.m, every
man/(less cne who returned next morning) was aboard,

Ay Freetown, (8ierra Leone),during our stay each man was
allowed one trip ashore and the conduct of the men again was
very good,with the exception of a disturbance one evening at
8 hotel in which one of our men was involvsd, One man desert-
#ed from the ship atvthis port, P )

At Dakar (Senegal),no leave ashore was grahted exocept on

Y
At J'Juzban, Capetown,and Freetown the authorities closed the
hotels while troops were ashore, thus largely condueing/the
absence ¢f disorder, to




(2)

7 PERSONAL,A totel of 33 Officers and 1772 other ranks embarked at the

ports of Sydney,Fremantle and Freetown,Those embarking at the
latter place(One Officer and 100 men of the 6th,Reinf,46th,
Inf,Batt,)represented portion of the troops from the Treopshi;
* Port Lincoln *,which went aground at this port.T

The ship also carried Thres A.M,C.Nurses,

8 CASUALITIZS, The casualties totalled 1 officer and 19 men-as follows,

9 MBSSING

Fremantle, sick diseusbarked,lefficer and 5 others:failed to
re~embark 8,

Duxban,Failed teo ,1. Cape Sick di
Frectom,Failed to re-embark,1.

Balance of Personnel on board at date of disembarkation 33
Officers and 1751 other ranks,

ARR. 8, Messing were quite satisfactory,/>(
space was quite adequate,snd all yvanks were able to have each
meal at one sitting,Food and food-supplies were very good and
formed the subjeet of favourable comment among the men,
Owing to the prolomgation of the voyage beyond the expected
period, potatoes gave out three weeks from home.Porridge also
failed about 10 days from Port,anextra allowance of meat being
substituted, For some days in the Tropies bread was unsatis~-
factory but assisitance was given to the ships staff by seve~
eral of the troops with baking experiemce and thereafter the
quality improwed.

£3360,was received in Sydney being for 1680 men @1/= per diem
for forty days, Only £3309 9 6 was éxpended in mens'pay,les=
ving a balance in hand of fifty pounds 1lo/6d, A lawge num=
bor of offigers wre short of pay owing to the lengthenad per=
i0d of the voyage,and £45 of the above balance wass apportioned
fifteen officers at £3 per officer,the same being accounted

"for in thelr paybook, An outstanding item of pay of 15/= was

also pzid leaving a balance in hand of the o/¢ troopd of
£4-15-6,

11 108SES OR DEFICIBNOI'S OF STORES charges against (a)Troops (b)Com=
monwealth and how adjusged

12 15 14 15 (Wo hem on board)

16 CENSORSHIP, Tue Senior Chapladnm Capt H F Mercer acted as oensor, cars: )

rying out the duties most assiduously. He was assisted by the
R, C, Chaplain, Salvation 9 Y, M, C, A, representatives, About 2g00e
letters passed through the censor's hands,

17 Ship's Arcangement inclufing accommodation for persomnel

The ARCYILSHINE proved & most comfortablie ship for all

ranks, The tro-p decks wore roomy and conveniently accommoda-
ted the tropps allotted to them, At Frectown an extra one
gundred men joined the ship and voom was made Tor them with
out undue orowding ,The O7ficers were most comfortably guartesl
ed in double and single cabins and in addition to diming
saloon a roomy lounge was at their dispesal, The main hospital
was conveniently situated in the centre of the boat en the
Promenade peck,extra isolation wards were comstructed on the
Boat and Poop decks,




& Bairrar IQN AND SANITARY AGOGIOODATION The a
- ; shing system being adopted 18 the WAin®13%rines. Rabinusus,

wuter accomnodation and salt water shower baths wese ptnvldsﬂ
,, ¥ fore and aft,

19 CO-OR¥INATBN OF RESPONSIBILITY WITH MASTIR OF SHIP
The relationsbetween the Maeter of the vensel and the 0/0 ¢
were atall times exce T ,each mutually assisting ewmeh s
in the carryfng out of their respective r@sponsibilitien,
20 AMUSEMENTS SPORTS ETC,

werein the hands of a comuittee,who provide
orts fox each unit, Boxi: cylmum’ & coal
also tooi place, Prizes wevre also given formtns b
menses,The sum of £85 out of Canteen pr te
A series of ooncerts were held during
¢onsiderable amount of talent being awv: 41-;‘~v19
provhei NL, deeck Arrel and litermua
<L‘{lLIuI"[4" ‘ﬁ'RVtC"“ CHAPLAIHS A
Chy

retestant and
sunuayi-muuim» Holy Communion and Mase,
ey held servicen,while o4 Cu A,
did exocellent w , R0t only ie %mm‘f
of the entertaimment of the men,but 4lse in the way
of unldin:v musical services, these being )le]d daily during the xm
voyage

22 WEATHER CONDI N3 were ex cﬂ"lxen‘t with exceptiion of the jJou y
oross the Bight, E was encountered,snd the

last 30 hours when the ship had to fovce its way Lk "cu:vh very
heavy seas and a gale of wind,

ATIONS

The arrangements generally were quite u‘nnva advers“. eriticism ,
Atiention however is dra 7 small number
of 1ife boats mm cnly accommoda ifng not

X rafts were provided
of T mte requir e wte.

at in the event of several troopships bei
time, t's Senior 0/C troops will take charge nt
all Military arrangemernts,to whom will be referved all matters
to “shore lef).ve shore piequets,rowing in or about the
o Swim cto.,y!ao that action throughout the eonvey
c.m be unif orm,

5 troops weve fortunate in deing 0a7d & well provided ship
and wexe not called u ip with any shortage of food
ive to the unexpeected the voyage, e ship

o fortunate & » P
2 deaths ,hence ) f the Jere always excelss
lent,




Any further communic
subject should be addressed WAR OFFIC

The Director of Tra:
LONDON, S.W

and Movemen:

War Officc
London, S.W.,

nd the following number quoted

I am directed to tran: to you the attached

report Officer who commanded the troops on board
the on the

from

and with reference to the General Remarks of the Military

Commanding Officer to observe :—

Six,

Your obedient Servant,

The. Dizector of. Transports MM%

Admiralty,
Director of Movements.

S.W.
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M.,A.T. A. 8 - " ARGYLLSHIRE ".

SHIP'S STAFF.

ficer Commanding Troops.  Lieut-Col. C.R.DAVIES. 58th. Battaliond
1. in Command. i j CARTER. (To re-join Unit). v
" i W.F.S Trensport du

dical Officer.

Transport duty.

Continuous servicé.

Plymouth,
11/1/19017.
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