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DESPATCH ON OPERATIONS IN JAVA - FEBRUARY TO MARCH 1942
LL,

BY MAJOR GENERAL H.D.W. SITWE s M.Co

NOTE FOR MINISTER

Advice has been received from the Dominions
Office through the Department of External Affairs that
1t has been decided to publish a despatch by Major-General
H.D.W. Sitwell, M.C., on the operations which took place
in Java from 24th February to 20th March 1942. The United
Kingdom authorities have asked whether the Commonwealth
Government desires to make any comments on the despatch,

copy of which is attached.

OBSERVATIONS OF THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF:

2. The Chief of the General Staff has advised that
1t was considered desirable to have the views of Brigadler
A.S. Blackburn before forwarding any cbservations, as
Brigadier Elackburn was the officer in command of the

ATP 1n Java throughout the operations in question. Follow-
ing upon receipt of the comments of Brigadier Blackburn, the
Chief of the General Staff has now stated that from an
historical point of view the despatch 1s concurred in.

He has suggested, however, the following minor amendments
on matters of detail contained in Major-General Sitwell's

despatch:-

Ma j-Gen Sitwell's
Despatch

Observations of Chief of
the General Staff

Page 5, part I para II(1),

U 0) - Order of
ry) .

(b) AUSTRALIAN

Infantry Erigade Head-
quarters

An Australian Machine
Gun Battalion

An Australian
Pioneer Battalion

Field Company R.E.
Reserve M.T. Company

Miscellaneous small
units consisting of
Guard Platoons ete.
including some desert-
ers from Singapore,
whose value was very
doubtful.

Amend to read as shown (addi-
tions underlined) -

Infantry Brigade Head-
quarters

An Australian

Battalion (less 8 officers
and 192 other ranks and
Tess all vehicles am
machine guns).

An Australian Ploneer
Battalion.

Field Company R.E.

Reserve M4.T. Company

One M.T. Coy. less
vehicles

[
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Maj-Gen Sitwell's
Despateh

Observations of Chief of
the General Staff

Miscellaneous small units
consisting of Cuard Platoons
etc. including some deserters
from Singapore whose value was
very doubtful

Page 6
8pos

sub-para (b
on of Troops

One battalion KALIDJATI

dn aerodrome defence duties.
Remainder in the BATAVIA area.
Reserve 4.T. Company in area
BATAVIA, BANDOENG, TJILATJAP
(south central Juvn)

Comment

At no time were there any
Australian troops (except a few
RAAF Officers) at KALIDJATI. All
Australian troops (except Reserve

« Company who were in the area
specified in the despatch) were at
the time referred to, in the
BATAVIA area.

Page 17, para. 5 -

ackforce Plan for with-
T e T
(a) First sentence

Brig. Blackburn ordered
one Company of the Austral-
ian Pionser Battalion for
task at 4(b) above.

(b) Fourth Sentence

(Actuelly they did not
reach BANVDOENG until midday
6th Harch owing to various
delays)

Should read -

Brig. Blackburn ordered one
Company of the Australian
Machine Gun Battalion who were
Tl&\;cixm as Infantry for Task
at 4(b) abvove

Should read =

(Actually they reached
BANDOENG soon after daylight and
were in position on the Eastern
flank of perimeter defence by
1000 hours).

n connection with

states -

the above amendments, it 1s noted
hhnt in the introduction to his despatet

Hajor-General Sitwell

"At the time of writing this despatch I have no

papers to assist me,

nd it is possible that there may

be some small insccuraciles as to dates, Units, moves, etc.

I am satisfied,

however, that it does

repr: nt

& reasonably accurate account of events as seen by

myself as G.0.C. at the time."

SUBMISS:

4. The despatch deals objectively with purely military
events and there are no comments in it on matters impinging on

policy decisions of the Australlan Government.
the Governmment had made representa-

connection it is mentioned that

In this

tions In Pebruary 1942 to General Wavell and through




Sir Earle Page London and the Australian Minister Washington,
that Australian troops in Java should be evacuated should
the situation deteriorate before the receipt of o ders for
evacuation. War Cabinet, on 2nd March 1942 (lMinute 1932)
observed from the information furnished to it by the Chief
of the General Staff that the General Officer Commanding,
A.I.F. Java, had been overruled by General Wavell in the
observance of the Commonwealth Government's request.

It was directed by War Cabinet that representations should
be made that, in the event of surrender, the Australian
Government hoped that the A.I.F. in Java would be afforded
an opportunity to escape and it was decided that the Chief
of the General Staff should communicate these representations
to the Army Commander at Java. These representations were
made and General Sitwell replied on 6th March 1942 that any
ordered evacuation was impossible owing to the shortage of
shipping. He stated that should Dutch resistance cease,

the troops would endeavour to escape from Java in small
parties.

5. It is suggested that the cbservations and
emendments proposed by the Chief of the General Staff
and Brigadier Blackburn be communicated to the Dominions
Office with the following comments:-

"The C alth s in ag

with these observations. It notes that in the
introductory portion of his despatch, Major-General
Sitwell states -

At the time of writing this despatch I
have no papers to assist me, and it is possible

that there mey be some small inaccuracies as to
dates, Units, moves, etec.

I am satisfied, however, that it does
represent a reasonsbly accurate account of events
as seen by myself as G.0.C. at the time.!

The amendments suggested relate to small inaccuracies
in factual aspects affecting the Australian Forces and

the Government would be glad 1f they could be embodied
in the despatch.”
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