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and the ri :zvlltu obtcincg have been

hkis .
most satisfactory,

It 1s omphasised in several reports that the wieapon 1is
esgsentially ono of cg"or«\m‘ énd that the valuc of surprise
effect cannot be over-estimatod, The effect on the enenr;’
flanking movements by small parties accommanied by one or more
of these guns is alao greatly insisted upon.

Some difference of opinion appears to have arisen as to
vwhether this weapon is most ﬂf““cuvel ployed when used es a
troon weapon, or vhon grouped as "Hotchldiss oops" or oven as
"Hotohkiss Squadrons”. It is comsidered that the normal role of
this rifle must be held to be that of a troop weapon, in
character it forms (a) & most valuable reinforcement of
pover to the troop to which it balongs, (‘u, 1s available
adﬂmbege of any local opportun: for effective L\chian,
utilizes to the ful the cheroctcris?ica of nobillu'
which are two of its most imp
it 1s not considered desiranle to lay do
as to their employment on all occasions and
the proble a be Canm. ned in’'the 1 g remarks by

unted Diavision - "There may be occasions

when it 1s better to e p1oy em grouped,
arise lot them be groupod.
more. froquent oce they be bczi”r placed ¥
their troops, As lex
better brigaded, 3
with the brigades, bcc use Cavalr ho avi of opportunity and
opportunities will quently be ‘r_r des have no batteries
with then, 7 doalt with according to the
situat

advance with tho rvst the "1,«(1‘911, ntr"P Lo and obs
remainder, On page 3 "Notes on Tactieal - t of Ilotchl:iss
Automatic Rifles" whe: 7 with tha "dism un:)d" attack it is
laid down that the Squadron G o ond t®ll
off his guns as he thinks fit as 9“:‘1‘_ 5 ibl If this
principle is also adhered to inm mownised adtion o 1t 1s
desired to use these guns in groups for a » 1t 1o
thought that no such difficulty should arise r cese *he
position in the Squadron of the Hotch! R du mountec
action, when no special orders I‘N‘ur(in[, them are given, could
be made a simple tter of drill




The- ore said in one rcport to be en ideal woapon
for covering fire "ac they con work close behind tho troops
These guns, owing to the unsteadiness of their mounti
should only bo used for ovorhead covering fire,
presunebly roferred to, under most exceptional eircunstanccs,
¥hen tho neturc of the ground precludes ell chance of cesucltics
%o oud owm treops, otherwise disaster io bound to occur
the confidonce of the troops in this weepon will be impai.

i

method of omployment

en v sdoptcd was to push

d ‘Lo ‘)o._ibi:)rs in Ar‘ont of the gencrel linec from

+ ceuld, by their fire, cover the further advance of

troope and assist the advence of the ilachine Guns. Thoy
also on seversl occasions pushed forward on to the f£lanizs of
the encmy, from vhich positions thor wore enablod eithor to
pin him to tho ground or forco him to evecuate his position,

(b) In Dofenc In con‘]ux\c;ion with tho Vickers Guns of the
Mechine Gun Squedrons their velve hes been very great. Thoir
moral vclue both to our ovmn troops end &n the offoct, producod
on the cnems is also noted.

(6) In Advanoed Posts ond with Small Patrols. Hotchkiss Rifle:
have Been used With Success vhon omplo,od s obove on several
occasions.

3. The replies to the information asked for unon the following
points are summarised as follows :~

(a) nnition Supplr, Various methods were adopted and appear
Ted satisfaotorily, The fact that the nature of

the country during & groat part of the oporations allowed

pack enimals to % 1t closc up to the firing line greatly

facilitatod ti wnition,

I
ammunition,
(n the whole expenditure was

the | grc“tc v of rounds rcported as having
becn firca by one gun | being 1,%00.

fact s omplasised, however, that unless fire is
well controllcd and men are trained not to use automatic fire
unless the torget or situation warrants it, expenditure will
inevitarl;- become excesslve,

ity of Tronsport in Action., No difficult:

(e}
v:'YJ"I‘il,Xchu in this respect

0. vary, but the gencral experience
cacunlties are usually tho result of

rurwhin," togethor of the Gun Detachment,
of cxcessive automatic fire,




as required,

In defence the co~ordination of the two veapoms
appears also to have beon well considered,

(£) Zffects of Firc st Verious Ranges. Roports rccoived
work GUE APPFOXLACtol; T e

Up to 500 the lateral spercion of the cone of firc
co small that unlesc thc target is obligque or in onfilade
ho bost results ere obtainod b repotition.

800 most effective.

= 1200 effectivc ogainst cuitablc targets,

- 2000 inaccuratec, but occasionally uscful for
its ncrﬂl offcet on the cnemy, also to inducc them to bolicve
that a 1inc is strongly held by liachine Guno.

repert spcelksg ir acouracy at long ranges,
this, however, 15 in entirc dicagroemont with the gonoral
opinion on tht cubjoct.

(g) Contro Loud vergus Sido Load, The groat mejority of
opinion It In 75 “F1d0 Lood, No cascs of sore becks
resulting therefrom erc rocorded nor is any inctance given

of the londs slinping

Onc report mentions th in hilly country the
clearance botieon the horso's nock and the muzzle of the
gun, vhen the contro load is adopted, ig said to be
inoufficicnt,

Verious o lons for tmprovomonts, slso for
tho provision of 55105 Glovo S for carrying tho
Gun et the Treil, otc., are broug

These ore being dealt with soparat




