OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE IMPERIAL FORCES! J.l1

The General Staff has biwagled things!

The Russo-Japancse war iasted only 19 months., We mobllized
1,289,598 officers and men. Casualties were only 85,646 dead and
352,796 sick or woundeds Great prizes were obtained - Dairen, Port
Arthur, half of Sakalien, the restoration of Korca, the Southern
Manchurian railway and many other rights in Manchuria.

This time we have been fighting China for over five years. We
have mobilized over 3,500,000 men. J&lready 156,866 have been killed or
have dicd, and 1,119,888 have becen wounded or become sick. 4nd yet
there 1s no decisione Why% :

It is ell due to bad planning.,

Since the Services stopped promection from the ranks, only those
who have passed middle school and have passed competitive examinations
for the Officers Training School can become officers. ZEven 1f a man
in the ranks is a military genius he will ncever be allowed to rise.
What 2 repudiation of the Five Oaths of the Emperor Meiji who promised
equality for all!

The General Staff has thus beoen drawn from mediocre men., Instead
of limiting operations to North China and obtaining prosperity thereby
we have got into a world war. Our cormunications arc breeking and
our forcecs are rctreating.

The only thing is to retire on Japan before it is too leatel
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