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THE MASK MAKER AND THE' SHOGUN
—————— e Al S n ONVAIUN

You will remember that stirring drama of the mask maker

(Shuzenji Monogatori),

The first year of the Genkyu cera witnessed one of many tragic
éplsodes in the eventful history of the clan of Genji. Minamoto
no Yoriiye, second Shogun of thec Kamakura Shogunate, whilst
living in exile at Shusenji, had honourcd tho local mask maker,
Yashao, who could make excellent things, with an ordsr for a
mask, The old master, realising that success in the execution of
this order would make his name shine for generations to come,

did his very best to create a perfect thing., Alas, this time his
efforts seemed futile, Even after six months of hard work, Hashao
was not s@tisfied with the result of his carving, Instead of
smiling the desired nysterious smile imbued with divinity, its
Ieatures seemed to him to simulate the horror of a cruel death,
Therefore he refused to deliver it, in spite of repeated demands
from the Shogun,

- Of Yoriiye it is said that he was a proud, profligate man of
short temper. He would not understand the love ol an artist for
his creations, the feeling that they should bring eternal joy to
man. And so it happened that the Shogun came in person to force
the mask maker to deliver the mask., In getting hold of it Yoriiye
was aided by Katsura, the beautiful, ambitious daughter of the
craftsman, She left the humble house of her father to become the
Shogun's mistress, the second lady Wakasa,

Yashao, thoroughly unhappy over this surrender, destroycd many
g00d things he had made before. He became s despairing man,

Now, in a few days, many evil things happen. Yoriiye, with his
followers, 1is killed by the Hojo enemy attacking from the capital,
The new favourite, Katsura, mortally wounded, seceks shelter in her
father's house,

Here we sec Yashao freeing himself fronm despair, feversihly
trying to sketch thc features of his dying daughter, as love for his
art transcends natural paternal feelings., It 1is a scene filling
oneé with awe - Namu Amida - Nemu Aaida, |

Both weal and woe spring from the heart, Evem as the mask maker
wanted to bring happiness to mankind, so the Japanese people want to
do good things for the world,

Alas, the militery clique and the patriots in their overweening
national pride, in their rash recourse to arms gnd grievous lack
of world understanding, are, to them, like the Shogun to the mask
maker, .Instead of allowing them to apply their creative power
to the making of an image of mankind's hapiness, they force them to
deliver a mask of disaster and death, The people are impetuously
driven along the road of doom by the militarists. But even as the
Shogun Yoriiye was slain, together with vain Katsura who slavishly
followed him, so the military clique and its adherents will be
destroyed,

However, like Yashao, the mask maker, the Japanese people will
come through suffering to understand truth. They will resist evil
and, regaining inspiration, they will throw off the yoke. Then
joining the world, they will be able to 4o good things again,
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