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LAE AND SATAIMAUA CAPTURES BY ALLIED FORCES
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"The strongholds of lLae and Salamaua must be defended to the
death," sald your commanders last July. fhey added fTurther, "BEvery
man must regard hilis position as his grave, Time has shown the
hollowness of these words. Salamaua and lae, so far from being de-
fended to the death, were evacuated as your commanders realised that
further defence was useless, The capture of the first was on September
12 and the second on September 16. But this did not happen before

your olst division had been decimated and new elements of your 4lst
division badly mauled, '

You may have been surprised when you learnt that, on the approach
of the American forces, the Japanese garrisons at Kiska in the aleutians
and;Rekata Bay in the Solomons evacuated without a fight. These
actlons were wise, and so was ultimate decision to evacuate Lae and
Salamnauva, Wwhat brought about these decisions to evacuate? The £
answer 1s both simple and significant. It was the certain knowledge :
Oof the Japanese commanders that the Japanese Navy and Air Force are no
longer strong enough to maintain supply routes and protect the garrisons

-iﬁl;ae and Salamaua from the ever-increasing naval and air power of the
ies, |
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Since the Horii division, in September last year, turned round and
retrecated by order of the High Command almost at the door of Port
Moresby, the Japanese have been forced to a holding war. The High
Command seems resigned to carrying on the so-called "Hundred Years' yar®
within the contracted circle, relying on the bastions of Burma in the
West, Java in the South, Ogasawara Islands in the East and the Kuriles
in the North, You who are still fighting further south are like

use}oss pebble§ thrown away on a beach. (Japanese expression for
?av1§% & function without any importance; also for being left in:the
ureh) . =
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