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SOUTH PACIFIC NEWS BULLETIN 0. 21.

g

TORYD Nibi.S:

Decath of Hidefjjro. Na ata. Hidejiro Nagata is dead. It is

.not primarily as an eplgran writer, nor as an ex-Colonial ilinister,
not an imperially chosen menmber of the House of Peers and an adept,
radio speaker than he is remembered, News of his death iamediately
brings to nind the part he played at the time of the enthronencnt
of 1915, a part which was instrumental in winning him promotion.

It was only five years after the Lese Lajeste incident, when Kotoku
and his followers werc executed. However, the death of Kotoku,
Niimi and ten others and the life-imprisonment of twelve others,
was not a vain sacrifice as their actions were responsivle for the
establishment of hospitals for the poor. Thie Biperor donated
},500,000 yen out of his private purse. At the time of the
enthroncment there werc still a numver of dangerous elements about
anc the responsibility which rested on the shoulders of llagata as
Chief of Police of Kyote was no light one, Hu was then 40, at the
helght of his vigour and efficiency, From the Home liinister of the
day, that most cfficient man, Daron Shimpei Gote, he evoked the
gdmiring and surprised commcnt: "A thorough disposition, a thorough
ane, Mr. Nagata,"

Mr, Nagata had affiliations with Admiral Viscount Makoto Saito,
nurdered on February 26, 1936, and belonged to the Konoe group.
Needless to say, he was against the present war. Once it was
started, however, he realised it was no use talking and, subduing
his personal feelings, he accepted the post of Supreme aAdviser 1o
the Southern Military Administration, Nevertheless, rumours
about his links with influential foreigners remained, and he was
regarded as a possible saviour of the country after the present
military regime had come to grief. He hinself did not worry about
runours of that sort. |

One of his epigrams runs:-

As the night decepens
To the east, to the west,
GO nessenger stars,

The J¥Zpanesc word used for messenger star neans meteor, but the
includcd "messenger" may, by association of thought, also be taken
to refer to diplomatic messengers, ambassadors and ministers.

TOXYO:

“

Strengthening of Wartime Powers and Departmcntal Changes, The

radio speecch of Premier Tojo on Sepfember 23, outlined the following
mneasures: -

The dispersal of governaent offices and important

factories as a precaution against air raids;

The reduction of numbers of officials;

The abolition of postponement of conscription for
students,

Conscription for labour of wornen;

Increcase in production of war requirements, particular
stress being laid on aircraft production.

A few days later, the Cabinet announced its decision to
analgamate the Departmnent of Commerce and Industry and the Depart-
nent of Agriculturc and Foresty into a Department of Agriculturc
and Conilerce; to create a War Needs (Munitions) Ministry; to
unite thc Railway and Comrmunicutions Ministry with the Department
of Comuunications and Transport; and to call a special session.
of the Diet on the 23rd of this month.
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Somc people loudly beat the drum and praise Tojo for the tact
and =2bility he has shown on so many occasions., But others rcnember
that in Junc last therc was sinilar talk of firmer deternination
in prosecuting the war, and again this vear very similar neasures
were announced. By doing this sort of thing the Governaent is
cxposing its own planning defects, and Japan's labour shortagc.

It also oxposes its weakness to its ally, Germany. On this score,
the Elder Statesmen's group are looking very askance at Tojo's '
latest doings.

TOKYOQ:

The war of lIdeology. The Public Opinion National Service
Association will hold a series of nation-wide lecture neetings. It
1s hopes by this means to counteract the effect on the public

nind of the collapse of the military regime in Italy, thc anti-war
sentinents of the Italians, and the German defeats in Russia,

But Liberal feclings werc nurturcd for seventy years, and arc
rcally based on Confucianism, espceeially the teaching of Mencious,
and it is doubtful wh.ther they can be eradicated by war tiae
utilitarianisia.

FROM A CRRTAIN BaSHE TN JEW GUINEa:

Land Operations. On Septeober 20, Allied troops moving up
the Markhan valley captured Kaiapit, 112 kilonetres south of Madang.
Kaiapit has an airfield. 4llied troops have since advanced further
to the Ramu River,

On Septenber 22, Australian forces, under cover of naval and
alr bonbardment, effected a landing six niles north of Finschhafen,
There was no air fighting during the landing operations. Prelininary
attacks on thc Cape Gloucester and Gasmata airfields had tenporarily
pinned down Japanesc opposition. Finschhafen airficld was taken
on Septenber 20 and the town fcll on October 2, thus increcasing the
Alliecd air force's control of the Vitiaz Straits. This new Allicad
nove further endangers the Japanese hold on the Cape Glouccster and
Madang areas,

A1Tr Opcrations, On Septenber 22, a strong force of Japanese
navil pdanes attenpted to attack aAllied naval units, withdrawing after
assisting to establish the Allied beachhead north of Finschhafen.

No allicd ship was danaged, but the Japanese lost a large nuaber
of planes, Allied plane losscs were light.

Repcated Bombing of wewak, On Scptember 27, riore thun 200
Allicd acroplanes attacked Japanese airficlds in the Wewak area.
Fifty Japancse aircraft were destroyecd on the ground, and eight
in ‘6he air. Three tankers werc lcft blazing in the harbour,
together with four merchantmen sinking or severely danaged. In
addition, twenty-nine bargers and luggers werc sunk or ovadly
lonaged., The Allies lost three boabers,

On Scptenber 50, Allied aircraft again attacked Wewak with 145
tons of bonbs., This sccond bombing, coming before the debris fron
the previous raid had been cleared away, causcd despondency apmong
th¢ personncl. Supply dwips and installations were hit. A direct
hit destroyed a large amnunition depot, producing an explosion and
spnoke and flanes that could be scen sixty niles away. All the
Allied plancs returncd.

CERTAIN BASE IN SOUTHERN REGIONS:

attack on Giloert Islands, On Secptenber 17 and 18, a U.S.
carrier task forecc, assisted by land-bascd bombers, attacked
Japanesc bases in the Gilbert Islands,

At Tarawa acrodronme facilities werc heavily danaged, eight
bonbers werc destroycd on the runway, and one small vessel sunk.
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At lickin the air base was damaged and four planes destroyed. ,
At Apamana, canp installations were heavily hit., At Nauru,
installations were danaged. Altogether, twenty Jap anesc
planes were destroyed for the loss of iDu“ Alliesd fighters,

FlliceIslands. It is now discloscd that on Septenber
4, U.S. liarines occupled Nanunea-Island, nost northern of the
Bllice Islandss Therec was no opposition.

Solomons., On October 1, Allied boutbers attacked a Japan-
ese cmnvuy o 2leven ships In Bﬂubqlnvlllﬂ atralts. A destroyer
and two other ships werc destroyed or sunk, and a fourth vessel
recaivad two direct hits on the sternq

All organized rcsistance has ceased on Arundel Island,

LISSON: WAR SITUATION IN EUROPE:

Further Gernan Rctreats in Russia, The Gernan Arny in
Russia hos retreated from the Don to the Inleper., practigally
t0 o position which they held three years ago not long aftcr
the Pﬂu&bﬂﬂuﬁﬂ 1t of thelr attack on Soviet Russia, Giving an
outline of the developnent of the course of fighting, wie can
say that they first evacuated the Orel-Kharkov-Stalino line,
on which they were beaten; then had to withdraw froa their
second line, Bryﬂnﬂk—Pﬂltava—T;gunrag; then, having lost
Novorossisk, finally had to surrendcr the iaportant base of
Sino lensk, Uhluh had been in their hands for over two ycars
and was captured by the Soviet Aray on ScpteLiber 24, &S &
result, it does not seem likely that they will be able to
hold thu Dnieper Line, and Kiev, the capital of the Ukraine -
the treasure house of Russia, 1u also threatened.

ITALY:

In Italy, Naples, Foggia and the port of Ternoli have fallen
intc the hands of the Allied arny, who are now approaching Rone.

_ Helped by the surrender of Ituly, Yugoslavia patriotic
forces are showing their netal and the cuuntry is pruparlwg for
the return of young King Peter and his ff, now in exile.

o

On September 23, the British Prime lMinister spoke before the
House of Commons. Anong the points he nade, were the following:-

The R.A.F. alone is nmaintaining in action nearly fifty per
cent more first line aircraft than the Nazis,

The destruction of every jllltﬂry target of significance
in Germany will not necessarlly be beyond the roach of tho British
and American air forces in 1944,

The air attacks against Gernan bases, building yards and
factories have greatly reduced the rate of U-boat production.

The credit balance of new ship building on the Allied side
since the beginning of this year exceeds losses by six nillion
tons,

With referencc to the war against Japan, he pointcd out that
the Japanese cannot possibly hold the vast areas they occupy with
their shipping resources., Their losses certainly exceed any
means that they have or can Lvur obtalin for replacemnent,  This
also 1s true u' the Japanese air foree. The Japﬂnmﬂu position
has long ago been avurtaken by the enormous expansion of
Anerican industrial production,
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The Prine Minister also said that a new combined Allied
headquarters nodelled on that established in the lLicdliterranean
with such success, will soon be formed in India,

Picture of an Ohara village wormn carrying firewood, in the
traditional way, op her hcad. The poem with this picture reads,
Lo rel Ly :

The doe calls.
Nunnery of Quiet Brightness?
woman of the viilage of Ohara.

This typical "haiku" poem is supposed to convey that the
poet,seceing or hearing about a woman of Ohara, lets hlis thoughts
wander to the autuwmn scene around the old capital of Kyoto, where
the does' ¢all does not disturdb the autumnal mood, of which the
narie of the famous nunnery in the neighbourhood of the village of
Ohara, the Jakko-in (IMfunnery of Quiet Brightness), is, in itself,
characteristic.

This nunnery has a long and eventful history connected with
that of the Imperial House, and is frequently nentioned in
Japanese literature,
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