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J.129

NO RICE, ONLY TARO

When you have to eat taro occasionally, you don't mind so
much. But when you get them every day, your fighting strength
is sapped and you cannot possibly fight well.

In the circumstances, you may not take it too hard that
you have no cigarettes, but you certainly cannot fight without
ammunition.

Your ranks are depleted by casualties and sickness, but
reinforcements do not arrive. Why not?

It is because you have not enough ships, or, if you have
ships, the necessary air cover is not available.

In eontrast with your situation, the Allied forces have
not only plenty of armaments and ammunition, but also tobacco
and medicine. On their side reinforcement with fresh troops
brimming with fighting strength is always possible.

If you ask why that is possible, the natural reply is
because they have ships which they can use.

In America five ships are launched every day. In England
900 warships of all types have been built these last four years.

Even the Japanese Navy can never sink all these ships
and the ships that are sunk are more than replaced. In spite
of losses, the size of the Allied navies increases and,moreover,
their quality is improved by the building of new types of ships.

Iln the alr it 1s the same story. Nowadays, you see
practically only Allied bombers in the sky above your head. The
Allies are exerting themselves in the production of planes which
they are turning out on a huge scale. They produce at least
ten times as many planes as Japan.

The Japanese government admits that Japanese production
1s smaller than Allied production, but it does not want you, the
troops at the fronts or your people at home, to know how terribly
inadequate Japanese industrial strength for war production is.
It tries to hide the facts, because it has not got the oourage
to accept responsibility for having started this G.E.A. war on
the basis of a miscalculation of comparative industrial power.

It does not like to think that, although the Allles have a
big war on their hands in Europe, they can still spare sufficient
planes to drive your aircraft from the skies and shatter your
ground troops with their bombs,

It shuts its eyes even to the fact that you are condemned
to wretched warfare, having to live on taro as rice is not coming
in.

Therefore the Government is not prepared to let you know
the real situation.

However, you know from your own experience that you cannot
win and that you are putting up a useless fight.

We are fully aware of your predicament.

NOTE: Stage 2 - when the situation of the Japanese troops on which
the leaflet is dropped corresponds with the assertions made
in the text.
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