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SOUTH PACIFIC NEWS BULLETIN NO.2o

TOKYO - NEW ADMINISTRATIVE LFASURES GO INTO OPERATION.

The newly established war time administrative measurces,
whercby extraordinary executive powers to effect production increase
and to strengthen air raid precaution measurcs have been granted to
the regional governors, will go into operation on November l. AS
reported in our last issue, a Munitions Ministry has been established
the Cabinet Planning Board has been abolished, the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry has been amalgamated with the Department
of Trade and Industry, and the Department of Railways with the
Department of Communications.

It is expected that as a result of this reorganisation the number of
government officials will be reduced by 45,229,

Although these measures seem to be in accordance with
national poliey Privy Council circles have been voicing doubt as
to the legality of some of the proceedings of the present govern-
nment. The issue of not less that 61 Imperial Orders in Councll
is a case in point., Therec is also uncertainty as to whether the
transfer of special powers to the reglonal governors is not in
conflict with the Constitution. Again in Yokusankai circles, even
more so than amongst members of the Privy Council and elder
statesmen, it is felt by many that Premier Tojo's almost dictatorial
action in making these changes in national administration without
previous consulation with ex-prime ministers and experienced
statesmen has had a regrettably adverse effect on the spirit of
national co-operation and unity.

ARMY SPOKESMAN VARNS THE NATION.

The general gravity of the war situation was enphasised by an
Army spokesman on Octovber 29, He said that people in Japan should
never forget that strong British forces were based on India and
Ceylon, in a good position to attack Burma or Javaj that in Australia
the increasing strength. of Anerican and Australian forces nade
attacks on the Philippines and bombings of Japan a possibility;
and that nearer home the Chinese armies and the U.S. Air Force
in China were a constant mencce. He pointed out that the Allies had
doubled their strength and efficiency since the beginning of the
war and warned the nation that as a result of the overwhelming
superiority of their productive power the Allies would be able to
launch a tremendous attack and that Japan is facing an unpreced-
entedly grave situation.

SHIPPING NEWS - FUJI MaRU AND KALO MaRU ATTACKED.

It is announced from Tokyo that on October 27 the "Fuji Maru®
was sunk and the "Kamo Maru" damaged by an allied submarine in the
East China Sea., Before the war these ships were used in coastal
traffic. Casualties wcre not heavy, but since this report caue
soon after the sinking of the ferry stecamer "Kongo", it caused an
additional sensation.

In connection with this ferry it is announced that in future
travellers crossing from Korea to Jepan will not be allowed to
board the ferry unless in possession of a travel permit, This
stricter control will make things difficult for the petty contractors
and similar elements who are rushing back and forward between Japan
and Korea, trying to profit out of the war situation.

Up to October 1, American submarines had destroyed 415 Japanecse
ships in the Pacific. This disquieting news has naturally given

rise to even deeper anxiety about the shipping position, Japan's
chief weakness in this amphibious war,

| i "-"'_ -
:l:} q II_.r"li-I o _'-' 1‘. 'II
H L !'__.-' —II - ';"-..- Al

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RC04920



e i

CERTAIN BaSE IN SOUTHERN REGIONS = aIR ATTACKS ON RaBAUL.

The important air and shipping basc of Rabaul continues to
suffer heavy attacks from aAllied planes. "During the period October ..
18 - 25, the Allies claim to have shot down not less than 246 Japanese
planes and to have causead considerable damage to shipping and
installations, Japanese interception was consistently heavy.

Commenting on these attacks, the Berlin radio drew attention
to the Japanesc evacuation of Vella Lavella and Kolombangara, and
pointed out that Allied possession of these islands, only 640 kms.
from Rabaul, made further heavy attacks on the base inevitable.

These predictions came true when on October 29, Allied
planes again attacked Vunakanau acrodrone at Rabaul., 115 tons of
bombs werc dropped and considerable loss of planes on the Japanese
side is reported. The Japanese side lost 25 planes in the air
and 20 planes on the ground, The total of planes lost by the
Japanese in the Southern areas 1in a fortnight has been reported
as o88.

TERNATE AND POMELAA BOMBED.

On October 17 Allied planes bombed Ternate, in the Halmahera
group of islands. Fires were started along the waterfront and in

the town area,

On October 22 and 26 successful bombing attacks were made on the
nickel nmining centre of Pomelaa -in Celebes.
Thesce raids involved round flights of about 3,200 kns.

HUON PENINSULs FIGHTING. After the Allied capture of
Finschhafcn, Japanese forces withdrew to the hills around Satelberg.,
From here on the night of October 16/17 they launched a deternined
counter-attack with the object of recapturing the gsection of
coastline north of Finschh&fen. The whole of the Japanese local
offensive air effort was focused on this front, with the result
that an initial success was scorcd in the capture of the village
of Katika.

On October 21, Allicd air forces retaliated, and over 200 tons
of bombs were droppecd on Satelberg and Harco., In consequence ol
this, during the night the Japanesc lost Katika once more and withdrcw

to the -niLl=.

On October 27 the Japancse made another attenpt to give much-
necded air support to their ground troops. However their force was
intercepted and turned back, aftcr losing 6 bombers and 6 fightcrs.
Fighting still continues, though the difficulties of getting supplics
to the Japanese forces over long and tortuous inland trails becone

aily more formidable, Allied air superiority has rcduced thelr
own supply problems to a:nminimumn. ’

The Australian advance up the Ramu Valley continucs,

ALLIED ATR OFFENSIVE WO EXTENDED TO MONO, CHOISEUL #liD
- BOUGAINVILLE |

The Alliecd offensive in the SW and S Pacific is continuing
2s planned. On the night of October 26/27 Allicd troops landed
on Mono Island. They were not opposed by the Japanese land forces,
who rotreatcd to vantage points in the north of the island. Contact
has now been made and the battle has begun. On October 28 a further
Allied landing was made on Choiseul.

Mono is 48 kilometres S.V. of Bougainvillc. An almost unopposed
surprise landing in force was nmade Dy U.S. forces on Bougainville
jtself at dawn on November l. By this landing the Allies have placcd
themselves in the rcar of Japanese positions at Buin and in the
Shortlands.,
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STOCKHOIM - SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION OF THREE POVER CONFERENCE.

The Three Power Conference ln Moscow between the United States,
Britain and Russia has reached a successful conclusion,

Together with the Chinese Governnent the Three Powers
pledged themselves to even closer collaboration in the prosecution
of the war,and all matters pertaining to the surrender and
disarmemert of the enemies with which the 4 countries respectively
arc at war, It is also agreced that united action in the war
shall be continued by these 4 nations after the war for the
maintenance of peace and security., Machinery to implement these
pledges 1s to be established.

THE RED ARMIES SWEEP ON.

Following the Russian break through on the Lower Dnieper
front, & gigantic battle, described by German commentators as
a super battle, 1s beling waged betwecen the Red army and the fleeing
Nazil forces. The Germans secen to have given up hope of holding
Krivoirog, vital communications centre, and to have abandoned their
forces there, Moreover the isthmus of the Crimea is in danger.
Thus the Nazi forces in three areas, the Dnieper Bond, the plain
south of it, and in the Crimea, are in danger of being enveloped
and annihilated.

LISBON =~ STUBBORN FIGHTING IN ITALY CONTINUES.

A full geale battle in IEaly will develop a8 Sooh 45 Iserlise.
key centre in the mountains, 1is captured by the Allies, It is now
being subjected to combined opecrations of the left wing, formed
by the U.S. Fifth Army from thec west coast, and the right wing,
formed by the British Eighth Army, operating from the east coast,
The Allied lines are now roughly 140 kilometres S.E. of Rone,
Meanwhile the Allied air forces are not only disrupting the rearp
of the Nazl forces in Italy, but alsc giving such support to the
Yugoslav guerrilas,that the Nazis have had to divide thelr strength
to maintain themselves in the Balkans,

ILLUSTRATION showing Japanese votive offerings, with the
accompanying epigran:-

The cuckoo hes passed across, high above the hall of votive
offerings ( and the cryptomerias).,

(Tiiis epigram arouses a feeling of melancholy, of yearning after
the unattainable and the ephemeral, in the¢ Japanese mind., The
cuckoo is a symbol of the transiet things that will never return.
This 1s implied in one of the ways in which the name of this bird
is written, with the characters "as if not returning%.

Tiic height of the cuckoo's flight over the hall suggests that
the wish made to the gods in presenting the offerings will not be
fulfilled. '

This literary item seems appropriate in South Pacific News
Bulletin No.23 in relation to the season, and also to thc
unfavourablc news it contains for the Japanese,)
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