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NEW _YEAR LEAFLET: J151

This leaflet is in the form of a calendar =snd almanac
mede up in accordance with Japanese practice. It is designed
primarily for use at New Year, which is much the most important
festival and holiday period in Japan. It can, however, be used
at any time in any area. lts specific New Year appeal will last
for at least three months, owing to the difference between the
New Year according to the modern calendar and the New Year of the
0ld lunar calendar.

The first page carries a drawing of the Treasure Ship of
Urashimatero, the Japsnese Rip ven Winkle. The story is a well-
known one, and is inextricably associsted with the idea of the
sudden breaking of a2 dream. The following poem is written in the
sky over the ship:-

"Whether the ship comes in or not entirely depends
on the heart (attitude of mind) - The treasury shipl®

At the top left there is a red seal with the inscriptiont
*Prosperity, Longevity, Pcoples of the four seas all brethern.®
On this page also there is a short text readings

"(Only) seventy years after the restoration. Alas! back
to the principle of seclusion®™ (chained country principle).

The second pege is a Japanese-style calendar, showing the
year according to the western and the Jepanese reckoning; the long
months and the short months; the recognised national holidays; and
the dates of overy Sunday in each of the twelve months. It also
provides a key to the horoscopic position of the year according to
the prevalling system of astrology.

Pages three and four give "Principal Events of the Year®,
and the "Twenty-four Seasons.™

The national holidays and events mentioned have been care-
fully chosen. They 21l have strong nostalgia value. The netional
holidaeys are days of popular fun and smusement, like Christmas and
Easter with us, All holidays or commemoration days of a military
character have becn omitted, with the one exception of the day when
conscripts aere released from servicc.

After the "Twenty-four Seasons"™, which end with heavy snow
and winter solstice, there has been edded a strong warning that defeat
is 1lnecvitable in the course of the year.

The objeet of the leaflet iss-

(a) to arouse interest by the Japanese and, apparcntly,
innocuous charactcr of the calendar:

(b) to arouse nostaslgia;

(¢) to arouse forebodings by the illustration; by the
contrast of the seal inscribed with "Prosperity; Long-
evity; Pecoples of the four sees all brothern®™ snd the
slogan "Only seventy years after the restoration, Alas!
back to the principle of seclusion"; and by the warning
which appears at the end.

A Translation of the czlendar follows:-

SECOND PLGE:

A Japanese style cgalendar showing the year according to the
western and the Japanese reckoning; the long months snd the short
months the recognised national holidays; and the dates of every Suiidey
in each of the twelve months. 1t also provides a key to the horos-
copic pcsition of the year according to the prevailing system of
astrology. _ Loy

1368505 o e _~

ee——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RC04943



2

The recognised national holidays mentioned ares

Jan, 1
T & S

P,.GE THREER:

New Yuﬁr's day.,

New Yocar's beginning of worship.
New luar'% banguet at court.
Constitution &&j.

Vernal Equinox.

Kashiwabare Shrine memorial day.
Emperor's birthday.

Autunnal Equilnox

First Harvest PFestiwval.

Meijli Ers memoriasl day.

Second Harvest Festival.

Taisho Emperor's memorizl daye.

To be divided into two columnss The top column (two thirds
of the height of the page) for "Principel Events of the Year"®™. The

lower column (on

ne third of the height of the page) gives the

*"Twenty-four Seasons,.™

P.L.GE FOUR:

Seme divisions as page three. 5

Principal Events of the Year.

January:

Fcbruary:
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Poetical name, ™month of intimacy®

Clessical neme,™(month of) spring tide."

New Year calls.

First drawing of water from the well.

First devotion to calligraphy in the new year.
First consignment of merchandise (flTSt deal)

in the new year.

Invocation of lucky dreams by putting cherms
under the pillow,

Worshipping at shrine in cold weather with cold
douche penance.

Feest cf the seven kedlclnal Herbs.

New Year lectures at Court. (Emperor sets exeample
by aterting studies, Japanese, Chinese or Western,
early 1n the Yyear. _

Spring wrestling bouts. :

Jan 15. = Purification ceremony of burning of

New Yegar decorstions.

Jan.18, - Opening cof Imperial Poetry Contest.
Poenm by Kyoshi:

“"How elegant ere the enjoyments of the New
Yeer festival days, spent playing koto
(Tapanese harp), or chess, or admiring
calligrephy and painting.™

Poetical names "Kisaragi®. (Lit: "Wear dress
again®, as cold spells are likely to occur 1in
this month. Warm cIothes should be ready).

Classicel neme, "mid-spring"

Kinensei (prayer for good crops).

Feast of .the change of season; on day of the
beginning of the spring season.

First dey of the seventh of the zodiac; day
devoted to Fox Rice god.

Feb. 15 - Anniversary of death of Buddhe.

Poem by Basho:

®"ih{ The great red sun had risen over the
horizon as I locoked up from the mountaln path
et the [frsgrent plum blosson."™

Poetic name: "budding®
Classical neme: "flower month.™
Feast of Tdinda

ch 6 birthday of Empress.

’-‘iﬁ acigl praver fave

Jr;‘.ﬁc*i;¢ praver week

L
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Yoem by Buson.
“Soft spring rain - the whispering of the two,
riding together.®

ADYil. Poetic nsme: "buckwheat flower month,.%®
Classical name: "young summer,®

Koromo gge - “fhedding of winter clothes.®
April 8 -_Buddhae's birthday.

Poem by Hogali.

"A moment.ago I heard the voice of a pheasant from
the place where I discovered a springe.®™

May . Poetic name: "early leafy month.®
Classical names "midsummer.®
Boy's Festiwal.
88th Night - connected with customary beginning of sowing.
Poem by Basho,
"With the man Gf the cmuntﬂy of Oml regretting the
departure of spring

JUne . Poetic name: "Waterless month,™
Classical namet ®Late summer.™
June 1 - beginning of trout season.
Commemoration of arrival of first water-clock in
Japan (ctlebrated nowadays to encourage punctuality).
June 30 - Great purification ceremony.
Poem by Sodo -
"Fresh green grect the eye.,
The cuckoo's song comes from the hills.:
The first catch of bonito (on the.t able)I™
(Notes- Bonito is extremely popular with gastronomes in
: : Tokyo),
July. Poetic name: ™month of love letters® (connected with feast
of Weaver snd the Cowherd in thiﬁmmnth.}
Classical name: "Beginning of autumn,®
July 1 =.opening of Mount Fuji climbing season.
July 7 - Feast of the Weaver and the Cowherd.
Feast of ths Dead.
July 15 - Middle of the Year, Also middle of celebrations
of Feast Of Dead. Usually presents are given on this day.
Dog days - period of extreme heat, extending over 18 days,
in which™broiled eel is the customary delicacy.
July 17 - popular fesst of the Gion temple in Kyoto,
known all over Japan&
Fireworks display in Tokyo near Ryogoku bridge on river
Sumida. J[A very popular festival often depicted in
Japanese colour prlnts)
Poem by Soseki.
"Touching is the Feast of the Dead for the lonsly

mother and her lonely son (i.e. deprlved of husband and
father] ¢

August, Poetic neme: "(falling)™ lcaf-mmnth.
Classical names: ™mid autumn®, |
Hassaku - first of the 8th month, originally of the old
lunar calendar. A farmers' festival. Inthe Tokugawsa
period this date was a special cormmemoration day, as Shmgun
Ieyasu had entered Yedo castle on this date.
Night of the full moon during August.
Foem by Kouo

®As I carry my son on my arm I reglise my ace
(in the light of) todsay's full moon.,"

Scptember: Poetic name: "long month" (1.6. when the nights are
lengthening).
Classical name: "™late sutumn."

210th day. (This day, calculated asccording to the old

lunar calendar from the beginning of spring, is notorious
all over Japan as a day with great possibilities of typhoons,
feared for the resultent damage to crops.)
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13th Night (according to lunar calendar). Prayer
zathering in moonlight.
LAutumn equinoctial prayer wcek.
Poern. by Sokotsu.
®Phe broken mortar is thrown away to lie
amongst the evil smelling 'tada' flowers
(water pepper).
(Note:~- this verse expresses a mood of
hopelessness. The flower mentioned
blooms in September).

ctober: Poctic name: ™month withcut gods.®
Classicel nane: %early winter.®

Ocshiki - 12th end 13th day of lunar calendar,
A buddhist festival especielly celebrated by
the Nichiren sect.

Oct, 15 - opening of hunting season.
Imperisl art exhibition 1in ToOKyo (usually open
$0. public from Ocb. 10 £0 Oct.: 20)

Ebisukd (Oct. 20). 4 popular feast for servants
and employees in honour of Ebisu, the god of
wealths

Poem by Buson.
*Strikingly red are the berries which the
brown eared bulbul has picked at and dropped.®

November: Poctic name: "frost month".
Glassical name: ®short warm spell¥.

Torinoichi or Tori no nmachi - feast in honour
of the god of gains, celebrated on the "day
of the bird™ of the "11th month.

Nove.l5 - Chrysanthemum viewlng.

Feast of 7,5, and '3 year old children, who
visit the shrines in specizl attire. (These
figures are suppcsed to be lucky and are
therefore used on ceremonial occasions).

Nove. 30 - Return of scldiers from barracks on
eXpPlry O ‘Leri,.

Poem by lssa.

"The winhd is bringing us plenty of fallen
leaves for the oven.: (What more can 1 W15h?1

De cenbers Poetic name: "shiwasu"™ (lit: even the sedate
scholer rushing sbcout).
Classical name: "last month"™,

Dec, 8 - Feast of the Sewing Necedles.

Dec.1l3 onwards - Market for sale of New Year
decorations.

Dec. 15 onwerds - acceptance of New Year wishes
by Post«Qffice.

Distribution of year-end presents.
Christnmas.
From Dec. 26 = Convocation of Diet.

Celebration of close of old year (from about
Dec. 20),
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Dec.

3L - New Year's Eve.

Poem by Enyo

TWENTY FOUR CALENDAR P

®O0ne lis

tens tc the very lsst sound (of the
108 tolls) of the bslls of th five large
tenples on New Yecar's Eve.®

T
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Lesser cold

Greast cold

Spring begins

Rain water

End of hibernation
period.

Vernal Equinox

Clear and bright

Grain rain

surmer begins
Grain fills
Bars and secds
Sunmer sclstice
Slight heat
dutumn begins
End of heat
Whito dews .
Autumnn equinox
Cold deows

Hoar frost fells
Winter begins
Barly snow
Great snow
Winter soclstice

Jan. 6 The cold graduelly becomes severe.

Jan., 50 It is extrenmeiy cold.

Febe 4 Beginning of spring warmth is felt.

Febe 19 Ice and snow turn into rain watecr.

March 6

March 20 Day and Night of ecual length.

April 5 Trses start budding, showing
thenmselves cleariyv.

aprii-=f Spring rain nocurishes all kinds of
cercals,

May 6 The feel of summer life 1ls in the alir.

Mzy 21 ““yUJzn egins to ripen.

June 6 *H¢Fba ing barley =znd planting rice.

June 22 Dﬁ}ru Sr'e vel'y long.

July 23 Very Hots.

Aug, 8 autumnn 1s 1in the air.

AUEZe 29 Summer heat recedes.

Scepte. 8 Dew h3;1ns tC be heavy.

Sept. 23 Day and night of equal length.

Oct. 9 Increase mf chillyness

Oct. 24 Dew turns into frost.

Nov. 8 Wintry snap in the sir.

Nov. 23 Rain water turns intc snow.

Bo—/ Snow begins to fall heavily.
Dec. 22 Shortest daye.

®The ship doces not cone.
The plenning (of the High Commend) has been clumsy and

bad.

The wintry scene
of good leadership).
ossible toO

It 1s impo
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is desclate (expression implying lack

avolid defeat in the course of this
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