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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Js 104
To the officers and men of the Japanese Army!

For soldiers to die defending a place is a normal thing.
It 1s also normal for high officers and rich men in Tokyo to
dlscuss matters of war preductioll in houses of assignation and
arterwards sleep in the four-and-a-half mat rooms with geishas.
However, =z qgulte different situation arises when troops are
surrounded in a place which is of no strategic importance. There
1s no way out but by extermination or death from sickness or
starvation .

' In that situetion initiative is required, and a right decision
iie8 in 1iving on to be]p in the restoration of Japan ufter the |
war. It 1s an 0ld sayving that a warrior has the right to choose
where to die. In your case the line of retreat is finally cut off,
'or vou there is no other course. |

LGF us repeat once more that you will not show true loyalty
by continuing a useless fight ending in a vain death., The strength
of a country is based on its people. Contemplate the position of
Japan after the war, when every man will be needed. We are pre-
pared to grant you capitulation under conditions which a soldier
can honourably accepts

Intention:~ To bring home to Japanese troops in isolated positions

the hopelessness of their situation, and arouse in them the desire

t0 surrender,
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