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TOKYO WEWS

Death of Tokuda Shusel. The literary world had hardly over-
come the Tceling of loncliness caused by the death of Shimazaki Toson
early in autumn when it sufferod a new loss in the departure froam life
of Tokuda Shusci at the age of 73, The author, whose real name was
Suco, was a native of Kanazawa and his character was typlcal of & man
born in one of the snow provinces, patient and full of perseverance, as
described in his chef d'ocuvre, “Ashiato" (Footprints). A5 he stuck
to the naturalist school he did not show the extraordinary brilliance of
Toson, but his brush left to the world some works unexcelled in their
own genre, ile was specially successful in writing on the sex problem
of people of advancing age. |

Lower Crop Figures end the Attitude of Farmers: This year's
figures for the UuLlev, ryc and whe &L cTopsS have baen published as
18,537,000 koku and the figure for the rice crop as 63,000,000 koku,
The former is far below the level previously attained of 26,000,000
kok The latter. figure rupﬂﬂbﬂﬂﬂﬁ mhlj about 80% of the wartime rige
prmduct10ﬁ alms, All sorls of Teaso are given for this low figure,
sych as unsatisfactory weather, EhDrt“*L of labour and fertillzer, €tG.
Many more could be mentioned bub thinking people seem to be convinced
that the decrease has much to do with the prﬂiquHCu given by. aeny
farmers to factory labour above labour in the fields. They join war
industry and thereby become just consumers insitead of prodicers. AS
anmther important factor they -see the new factories taking the -place
of padi fields, as they spring up in the heart of the rice couniry,
exposed to iuture bﬂnb¢uﬂ attacks. - -These things cannot fall to0 [OVO

the people to gloominess and -indignation.

0il Production in Japan: After the rich oil wells of the NREI

fell into Japancse hands, cveryone naturally- assumed that all Japan's
troubles over oil were at an end. Ti Iaperial Petroleum Co, conccn-
trated all their encrgies on the exploitation of the petroleum resources
of thc South, It has therefore come as a shock to the public to near
that on account of the increcsingly critical war situation, saergency

_measures have been adopted to concentrate effort on the poor cil ficlds
in Jdapan Fropcr. This sccms even :ore unsatisfactory than the continued
pushing of production of shale oil in Manchuria. Oil produccd from
cither of these sources is inevitably much less satisfuctory and much
more expensive than the NETI oil, and it ig clear that this step permits
of only two explanations. Either the shipping position is so desperate
thﬂb the NET oil cannot be sransported to Japan, or else the government
is autually contemplating eventual withdrawal from the Indles. This news
has naturally thrown the public into a state of alarm, giving rise to
astonishing rumours and wild speculations,

oHIPPING NEAS

The vital importance of cshipping was rvurqtly emphasised by Hattia
Minister of Transport and Communicztions. He said that ships were tha
only means whcruuy raw materials could be transported from their sources
throughout GEA, and the finished munitions forwarded to the fighting
front s. He furthar pointed out that in the Solomons the Allies continue
to counter progrcssively from one island to another, 'or Ghis purpose
they are able to ship vast quantities of munitions and supplies, and
large numbers of men, and protect their convoys with naval surface cra
and countless aeroplanes. He concluded that the side with the gre utEbL
supply capacity would win the war,

U.S. submAarines operating in the Pacific claim nihe nore Jap-
anese ships,. They include a tanker,

The number Df merchantmen sunk by U-boats during November was
fewer than in any month since May, 1940, and less than the number of

U=-boats sunk,
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JALUIT BECOMES TEE FRONT LINE, n spite of initial Japanese opposition
the defenders of the Gilberts were quickly overwhelmed Dy the American

forces after the -landings of November 21, On November 22, Jaluit,
the eastern gateway to the Japanese mandates, was bombe Mhd on Ducemucr
4 the Marshalls were bombed again by over 300 planes They not mﬂly

inflicted damage on chore installations but also dhﬂk two light cruisers,
one oiler, and three cargo ships. As the enemy hos now extended his
attack to Jaluit, and Ln view of the lack of ships and planes, opinion

in the Japanese General Staff is vecring to the view that WlThdrﬂWﬂl from
New Guinea, etc., and contraction of the front would be advisable.

CERTAIN BASE IN SOUTH PACIFIC

e S i L TR

Fighting in New Guinea - After the capture of Satelberg the
Australian forces advanced to the North in three colummns dnd hook Iakona,
the important connecting point between land trails and the barges of the
invading forces, The Japanese forces, coipelled to retreat, received
heavy damage from Alljed artlllery and machine gun fire while crossing

the Songa River, The Japanese ba are now so vulnerable to continuous
attacks from the air that it has bﬂﬂﬂmﬂ practically impossible to use
them in the day time, In the fighting along the Ramu River the Aus-

tralians made use of cavalry - their speciality - which has added another
surprige for the Japanese forces besides the tanks in use everywhere.,

Gomnmandc over Vitiaz Streits Obtained - At davm on Dccember 13
Anerican forces succeeded 1n a surprisc londing at Arawe on New Britain,
opposite the Huon Peninsula, In the light of the previous capture of

Lakona, ard of the faoct that the operctions at Empress Augusta Bay have

I?ﬂuJCU their =second phﬂgu, this move can only be considered as-a notural
development. Howevoer, as in the case of the pug_,uut.:. Bay landing, the

Japanesc forces were surprised, which is regarded as strange by expert

cpinion. AD befaru, the Japanese alr force came too late to interfere

and nmissed 1ts objective as the result ol the strong protective cover put
d c

up by the Allie ir force,

S INGAPORE

Activity of the American Air Force in China is increasing day hy
dav. Due to this aerhlmglvnt of ailr setivity on the Chinese side, Jop=-
anese forces in the recent warfare in Hunan experienced the bitteres
fighting they have had in China since the attack on Shanghal, They -Jost
lorge nunbers of killed and wcu“dgu. By the acguisition of sufficient
air cover, previously lagking, the llELtLh{ power of the Ciiinese forcEs

has ruchlv“H a tremendous impetus. ne duUuHu 36 Apmy 1s forced to take
the pru4teut prbuﬂutlﬂhu to protect troops as well as lincgs of ccocmmunica-
tion, This has been divulged by a visitor who arrived the other day

Trom Hongkong, Japanese Army Intelligence from South Chiina further
reported that the number of large size Aserican tran Dpdft planes carrying
war naterials, arriving in Kumﬂlﬂ" from India varies between 60 and 100
doily.

Furthermore, raids over Hongkong arnd Canton by Asierican planes
beconing an almost daily occurrence and a fair amount of damage is being
caused to ships in the docks at Hongkong and Kowloon.

CERTAIN BACE IN SOUTH PACIRIC - _Air Operations

There is nothing special to report about the raids on the oil
fields of Balik Pupan in Borneo, Macassar in Cclebes, Koepang in Timor,
etCa, 88 thoy arc now regular features of the war, Rabaul has been
subjected to such terrific blastings that its abandmnment o shifissng of
thie base elsewhere can rcusonably be expected, Tiig Allies therefore
have recently concentrated their vower of attack on the Capec Giloucester
and Gusmata areas, Taey have dropped about 800 tons of bonbs on Capo
Gloucester alone, T::¢ negative attitude of the Jupanese air force 18 1n
striking contrast to the activity displayed by the Allics.

It the Kavicng area, a 10,000 ton transport was sunk by aerial
attack and two destroyers damaged on Docernber lut-
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LISEON - GREAT ALLIED LEADIRS COIFER. Tuc British Prime Minister,
-Ciuurchill, the Pr.sldcnt of tho U.Sehey RooOsevelt, and the President

01 the R.public of C:iiiu, G.iuralissino C.lang Kui-shek, accompanied
by thelr staffs, conferred in C.iro from Novenl

ber 2z to Nouvo:iber 25,
Ticy agrced upon carrying tic war agalinst the Japanese military clique
to a specdy and successful conclusion,

Next the Anglo-Ancrican leaders flew to Tciuran where they net
Marshall Stalin on Iovenber <7, to discuss strengthening of the co-ordin-
ated attack on Nazi Germany, Again speedy agrcenent on joint future
&ction was reached,

Fighting in Russia. In Russia the Soviet arnic¢s are busy preparing
-"'."'""'h"i‘:'" H‘ e — o . a X . =
for their coning winter offensives so that at présent there is COli=
parative lull on the Bastern front, This will end with the start of
the rcal winter operations at whiich the Russians arc pastmasters,

Raids on Germany. Since we reported in the last oullctin, Anglo-
Aperican air opcrations against German war factories ete. have boen
continuous, The quantity of bombs dropped on Berlin in the course
o this year excceds 14,500 tons. On all I'ronts the Nazi armies have
now becen forced on the defensive,

war in Italy, 1n Jtaly also they are on the defensive against the
nerican forces who have occupied hecighte comeanding thie highway to Rone,
In the Eastern scctor tliey are facing British forces closing in on

Altona (160 kns. NE oy ¥ of Rome), The railways in this sector and

the lincs of conrmunication in the Balkans are subject to repeatecd devas-
tating air attacks from the Allied Air Forces,

LITERARY ITELM:

A pleture of the famous "Arscnic Stona® in Tochigi Prefeccture.
According to local legend this stone possesses the miraculous power of
kKilling all living beings who get n S The poem written on top of
it is by Basho and rcads:- "Of all wingcd beings only the clouds are
able to ‘pPass over the stonc®,

=
[
£
e

The nane of the stone is literally "life killing stone™,

Both the legend of the stone and the crawing of the poet Basho
approaching it in a typically Japanese landscape are calculated to have
a nostalgic effect on the reader, cven if he should niss the deeper
lmplication of his useless fighting in the thene,

6
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